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The Celebration Service
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The Celebrated Life

As we prepare to celebrate the life of SSG William Henry Graham, his memory will be honored
at a Celebration of Life on November 22, 2025, at Tabernacle Baptist Church in Dermott, AR
at 11:00 AM. Micheal Wolfe, Pastor, Rev. Demetria Ewards, Eulogist.

William Henry Graham, affectionately known as "Will/Papi", departed this world on November
6, 2025, in Memphis, Tennessee, leaving behind a legacy that will resonate deeply within his
family and friends. Born on July 19, 1957, in Baxter, Arkansas to the late Margaret Coleman
Gammel and Otis Clark, William's life was a rich tapestry woven with threads of adventure, love,
and unwavering dedication.

His interests outside of his family was camping with his wife, children and grandchildren. He
loved to fish and cook fish. Will recently enjoyed playing his music box and that's how he got
the name "Hollywood". His passions were feeding the homeless and servicing his church through
ministering and teaching Sunday school in his earlier years.

A proud veteran, William served with distinction in the Army Airborne Division for two dec-
ades. His military journey was marked by remarkable achievements; he undertook rigorous
training at helicopter school, dedicating six years to mastering the art of jumping from helicop-
ters. As his skills flourished, so did his responsibilities. William took on the role of instructor,
imparting crucial mechanical knowledge about the legendary Huey helicopters and Black
Hawks to the next generation of soldiers. His commitment to service was encapsulated in his
spirited mantra, "AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY!"

After retiring from 20 years of military service, William joined the United States Postal Service

as a mail handler and skilled mail truck driver. This chapter of his life was not merely a job but a
testament to his steadfast work ethic and dedication. His adventurous spirit led him to embrace

a new career as a commercial tractor trailer driver, where he and his beloved wife traversed the ——al
roads together as a dynamic team for over 21 years. Their journeys across the country create .
countless memories that will forever echo in the hearts of those who knew h1m *

‘William's thirst for knowledge was evident; while serving his country,
ty for education. He proudly earned his diploma from Big B end C

tained an associate’s degree in San Antonio, Texas, showt
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Markeno Boone of McDonough, Georgia, Alexander T. Scott Jr. of Conyers, Georgia, Alexis
Boone of Stockbridge, Georgia, Samuel Wallace of Griffin, Georgia, Alexandria Scott of
McDonough, Georgia, Sgt. Keshaun Scott of Fort Riley, Kansas, Dmillion Graham of Milwau-
kee, Wisconsin, and Justice Graham of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, along with a remarkable eleven
great-grandchildren.

William is predeceased by sisters: LaShonda Gammel of Pine Bluff, AR, Rebecca White of Ja-
maica Queens, New York, LouAnn Newman of Flint, Michigan; a brother Jimmy Lee Burl of
Dermott, Arkansas; a Grandson Wakeen J. Boone-Harrell of Conyers, Georgia and stepmother
Mrs. Althalene Clark of Flint, Michigan.

William's familial bonds extended through a cherished network of uncles, including Uncle Wil-
lie Lee Coleman and Verline Coleman of Little Rock, AR, and Uncle Odell Clark of Flint,
Michigan, along with a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends who will carry his memory
forward.

William's final resting place will be at Graceland Cemetery in Pine Bluff, AR. His absence will
be felt deeply, yet his influence, wisdom, and warmth will continue to guide and inspire those he
loved. May he rest in peace, forever remembered by the legacy of strength and love he forged

within the hearts of his family.
May my grandpa rest in peace, but may his memories, strength and love live through
our family. We love you Dad/Papi!
p The LORD is my5 .
| shall not want. 2
» He maketh me to

lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters,

He restoretg;;y/'
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He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake. Yea though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death.

é&/b Thow art with me;
Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies
Thou anointest my head with oil; My cup runneth over

Surely goodness & mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life;

And | will dwell in the house
of the LORD s
- Psalm 23




