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William LaVelle Leachman 

  

A Celebration of Life 
In Loving Memory of 

Sunrise 
December 15, 1974 

Sunset 
March 25, 2026 

Funeral Service: 
Fourth Street Baptist Church 

Tuesday, March 31, 2026 
11:00 am 

 

Visitation: 
McFarland Funeral Home 

Monday, March 30, 2026 
5 PM – 7 PM 

 

Active Pallbearers 
Rocky Maddox 
Julius Maddox 
Taiwan French 
Keith Hanley 

Marcus Robinson 
Donyale Acton 
Herb Kendall 

Terrell Buckner 
 

Alternate Pallbearer 
Scott Kelly 

 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgement and Final Thanks 
 

The family of William Lavelle Leachman sincerely thanks you for 
your prayers, calls, and acts of kindness shown during this time of 
bereavement. Your support has been a great source of comfort. 
 



 
 

Obituary 
 

William Lavelle Leachman was born on December 15, 1974, to Rodney Leachman and 
Darlene Maddox in Owensboro, Kentucky. He spent his childhood in Atlanta, 
Georgia. William graduated from Redan High School in Stone Mountain, Georgia. 
 
After graduating from high school, William and Cordliss Jester welcomed a beautiful 
baby boy, William Sharod Leachman, Jr. William later moved back to Owensboro 
and married Denisha Buckner. William and Denisha had two children, De’Aria 
Leachman and Nevaeh Leachman. He was blessed again when he and Crystal 
Mundy celebrated the birth of Madisyn Pearl Leachman. 
. 
William started his entrepreneurial quest by opening a corner restaurant, "Big 
Will's." This establishment put William right where he wanted to be—in the 
community. He could be seen breaking bread and "chopping it up" with the young 
and old of the community. He found himself back on the front lines when he was 
hired by the H.L. Neblett Community Center, where he was known for wanting to 
meet his kids "right where they were." 
 
William Leachman loved his family. Not only did he father four children, but he also 
cared for and cherished his foster children: Erius Floyd, Adrienne McDonald, and 
Ka’Leah McDonald. His respect and appreciation for his “Foster Mom” Fong Lee 
Maddox was well known. William’s love for his community was strong.  He loved his 
big cars and music. It was sheer bliss to have all of them at the same time. William's 
laid-back southern drawl and smile were his devices to attract you into his world of 
unconditional love. He will be truly missed. 
 
William was preceded in death by his mother, Darlene Maddox Leachman. 
 
He leaves to cherish his memory: his loving father, Rodney Leachman and wife 
Thomasine Leachman; his grandmother, Magelean Leachman; his sibling, Austin 
Leachman; his aunts, Sharon Kelly (David), Celeste Gainey, Anita Payne, Fong Lee 
Maddox and Bonnie Leachman; his uncle, Charles "Pete"  Leachman; his children, 
William Sharod Leachman Jr., De’Aria Leachman, Nevaeh Leachman and Madisyn 
Pearl Leachman; special cousins Scott Kelly, Anthony Leachman, Keturah Hodgans, 
Rocky Maddox and Juluis Maddox along with other host of cousins, nieces, nephews, 
and friends. 
 

Music Prelude 
 

PROCESSIONAL 
The Family and Clergy 

 
The Scripture Readings and message 

Minister Olga M. McKissic Young 
 

Prayer of Comfort and Selection 
Pastor Larry D. Lewis 

 
The Obituary Reading  

Read Silently 
 

Tributes  
(Limit 2 minutes, please) 

 
Eulogy 

Pastor Clearence Tapp 
 

RECESSIONAL 
(Clergy and Casket Bearers) 

 
CLOSING PRAYERS & BLESSING 

 
 

COMMITTAL 
Christ Chapel at Owensboro Memorial Gardens 

 
REPAST 

TBD 
 

 
 

                       Order of Service 
 


