John Elmer Schultz
Dec. 24, 1927 - March 3, 2017

John Elmer Schultz, 89, of Albany passed away from this earth and went to be with
his Lord and Savior on Friday, March 3, 2017.

John was born in Protection, Kansas, to Albert and Karoline (Ratzlaff) Schultz. He
graduated from Oklahoma Bible Academy in Meno, Oklahoma, in 1947 and contin-
ued his education at Goshen Mennonite College. He served in the Army during the
Korean War as a technician from 1950-1952 and completed his service honorably in
1956 after serving for four years in the Army Reserve. On Nov. 23, 1952, he married
Dixie Lee McLaughlin in Protection, Kansas.

John accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior at a young age. Church attend-
ance was important to him and he often supported the congregation as a Sunday
school teacher and strong proponent of summer Bible school for youth.

John worked as a truck driver for Carnation Milk Company for over 25 years and
finished his working career driving for Cummings Transfer in Albany.

John enjoyed raising a few cattle on his small farm in Albany and attending the live-
stock auction whenever possible. His love of the auction and natural social interac-
tion prompted him to become an amateur auctioneer where he helped many church-
es, schools, and other Christian organizations raise funds for worthy causes. In his
retirement, he served on many mission trip opportunities with Mennonite Disaster
Service in the United States and Mexico and volunteered with the Mercy Ships or-
ganization in Jamaica, as well as supporting Drift Creek Mennonite Camp and West-
ern Mennonite School whenever possible. John made friends wherever he went and
was always looking for opportunities to help someone in need. He was often called
“Johnny the tire man” as he kept a stock of good tires in his shop just for the pur-
pose of putting them on a vehicle for someone that couldn’t afford to buy a new set.
Just one more way that he was able to share his love for others and to let them
know that God loves them too. John enjoyed hunting and camping with his family.
When his grandchildren were young, he liked to take them to town for pop and other
comfort foods. As they grew older, he enjoyed attending their sporting and music
events.

John is survived by wife, Dixie Lee Schultz; children Valerie and husband Ray
Schultz-Smucker, Paul and wife Charlene Schultz, and Kerri and husband Hal
Schultz-Beamer; grandchildren Karoline Smucker, Trevor Schultz, Kelly Smucker-
Showalter, Kylor Schultz, Christopher Smucker, Brooke Schultz, Jonathan Beamer,
Michelle Schultz and Molly Beamer; great-grandchildren Ryder Schultz, Wade
Schultz and Jonah Showalter. Preceding John in death are siblings Vernon Schultz,
Marie Selzer, Elsie Knabe, Eldon Schultz and Wilmer Schultz; daughter Sonya
Schultz; and grandson Trenton Schultz.

A visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, March 9, at AAsum-Dufour Funeral
Home. A memorial service will at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 19, at Albany Mennonite
Church. Private burial took place at Gilliland Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may be made to Western Mennonite School or Drift Creek
Mennonite Camp in care of the funeral home.
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In Loving Memory
of

John Elmer Schultz
1927 - 2017

us this day

our daily bread. ..




Growin’ up a Kansas farmboy
Life was mostly havin’ fun
Ridin’ on his Daddy’s shoulders
Behind a view beneath the sun
Yes, and joy was just the thing that he was raised on
Love is just the way to live and die
Gold is just a windy Kansas wheat-field

And blue is just a Kansas summer sky

-Excerpt “Matthew”, written by John Denver

Memorial and Celebration of Life Service for

John E. Schultz

Albany Mennonite Church
Sunday, March 19, 2017 at 2 p.m.

Prelude Eliza Barnhart Burkholder
Welcome Chaplain Eric Martin
Psalm 23 and Prayer Pastor James Kropf
Reading of Obituary Paul Schultz
Special Music Bethel Mountain Band
“Far Side Banks of Jordan”
“What a Time We Will Have over There”
“I Feel like Traveling On”
Tributes and Music Family Members
“He Leadeth Me”
“Silent Night”
Slide Program
Scripture Reading-Romans 8:31-39 Karie Smucker
Meditation Eric Martin
Special Music Bethel Mountain Band
“Brush Arbor Meeting”
“Do You Know You Are My Sunshine”
“The Auctioneer”
Announcements Eric Martin
Closing Hymn Led by James Kropf

“God Sent His Son” (HWB #345)
Benediction James Kropf

Postlude Eliza Barnhart Burkholder



