
      Melvin “Mel” “Tubby” Gene 
Mason was born on January 20, 1934, 
in Mankato, Minnesota, the last of ten 
children to Samuel and Josephine 
(Pierce) Mason. He grew up and 
received his education in Mankato. In 
1952, Mel enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps. 1st Sgt Melvin Mason was a 
proud Marine and served his country 
for 20 years. He was a veteran of both 
the Korean and Vietnam wars. Mel 
proudly displayed his service by the 
hat he wore on his head and the 
license plate on his car, among many 
other things. On September 6, 1958, 
Mel was married to Irene Fischer. 
After his honorable discharge, they 

made their home in the Lake Lillian community. He owned and operated 
a blacksmith shop in Lake Lillian for a couple years and retired as a 
Machinist from Willmar Manufacturing. Mel served as Mayor of Lake 
Lillian for 12 years. He was a member of the United Lutheran Church in 
Lake Lillian, the Lake Lillian American Legion Post #0615 and was a life 
member of the Mankato V.F.W. Post #950. His love for all family was of 
most importance. Mel was described as a sweet handsome man with 
the best smile. He was also a wonderful storyteller right until the very 
end. 

      Mel passed away Monday morning, March 10, at Bethesda Grand in 
Willmar at the age of 91. 

      He is survived by his five children, Lee (and Cheryl) Mason of Silver 
Lake, Kathleen (and Larry) Kleindl of Willmar, Jeannette (and Doug) 
Bakken of Northfield, Joan (and John) Archer of Zimmerman and Becky 
(and Justin Nissen) of New Auburn; twelve grandchildren and eleven 
great grandchildren, besides other relatives, and many friends. 

      He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife; two sisters, Mary 
and Charlotte; and seven brothers, James, William, Lloyd, Norman, 
Theodore, Charles and Robert. 



Memorial Service Melvin Mason 

                

Prelude 

Processional Hymn  “The Old Rugged Cross”   -see Insert             

Gathering 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all 
mercy and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in all our sorrows so that 
we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have 
received from God.  Thanks be to God. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.  
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.  For if 
we have been baptized into a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. 

 Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of 
the earth, who by your breath gave us life, we glorify you.  We glorify you. 

 Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all 
humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you.  
We praise you. 

 Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our 
sure confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you.  We worship you. 

 To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Scripture Readings   Psalm 91, Romans 1:16, Romans 8:38-39 & 2nd Samuel 22:2-4 

Sermon                                  Pastor David Nelson 

Congregational Hymn   “His Eye Is On The Sparrow”   -see insert 

Apostles’ Creed 

 God has made us his people through our baptism into Christ.  Living 
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 
believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy  

Catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in 
one communion, in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Give to 
your whole Church in heaven and on earth your light and your peace.  Hear us, 
Lord. 

 Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, 
that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days.  Hear 
us, Lord. 

 Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed 
from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind.  Hear us, Lord. 

 Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that, casting 
all our sorrow on you, they may know the consolation of your love. Hear us, Lord. 

 Grant us grace to entrust Ron to your never-failing love, which sustained 
him in this life. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember him 
according to the favor you bear for your people.  Hear us, Lord. 

 God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life 
and immortality to light. We give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed 
the power of death and by his resurrection has opened the kingdom of heaven to 
all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that 
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall be able to 
separate us from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer        

  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Commendation 

  Eternal God, you are our refuge, and underneath us are your everlasting arms. 
Rejoicing in Christ’s victory and trusting in your promise to make alive all who trust 
in Christ, we commend Ron Linn to you. We thank you for the blessings which you 
gave her in this life. Amen. 

Table Prayer – Be present at our table Lord, Be here and everywhere adored. 

These mercies bless and grant that we may feast in Paradise with Thee.  Amen 

Blessing 

Recessional Hymn “On Eagle’s Wings”   #787 

                


