
Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there, I do not sleep.

I  am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,

I am the sunlight on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.

When you waken in the morning’s hush,
I am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.

Do not stand at my grave and cry,
I am not there, I did not die.

-LaVyrle Spencer-

In  Memory of
Ernest F. "Frank" Porter II

March 13, 1937 — April 14, 2026



Graveside Services

Ernest F. "Frank" Porter II

1:00 PM, Wednesday, April 22, 2026
 Prairie Grove Cemetery

North of Cawker City, Kansas

Officiant
Pastor Ian Beevers
Methodist Church

Cawker City, Kansas

Military Honors 
Cawker City American Legion Post #379

Beloit VFW Post #6242

In Memory Of

Music
“Amazing Grace”

Kurt Krupp, Vocalist

 Ernest F. “Frank” Porter II, age 89, of Cawker City, Kansas,
passed away April 14, 2026, in Downs, Kansas.
 Frank was born March 13, 1937, the only son of Ernest F. Porter
and Marjorie (Vint) Porter. He was raised in rural Glen Elder,
Kansas, where he learned early the value of hard work and
showing up for others—traits he carried with him his entire life.
 Frank lived a life dedicated to service. He proudly served in the
United States Navy from 1955 to 1959. During his time in the
Navy he learned the art of welding. 
 After serving in the Navy, he became a member of the
International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, working for
International Harvester and in the shipyards and factories on
the West Coast before returning to Kansas in 1982. 
He then went on to become the welding instructor at Beloit
Area Vocational Technical College from 1982 to 2002, where he
trained and mentored generations of students. He didn’t just
teach a trade—he taught people to do things right and take
pride in their work.
Frank continued his service to others through Alcoholics
Anonymous, using his 47 years of recovery to sponsor and
support countless individuals on their own journeys.
 Frank was a gentle and caring man known for his sharp wit,
his stubborn streak, and a personality that filled a room. He
had a way of telling it like it was, making people laugh when
they needed it most, and leaving an impression you didn’t
forget.
 Frank is survived by his wife, Carol Porter of Cawker City, KS; his
children: Ernest F. “Ernie” Porter III (Michelle) of Manhattan, KS;
Lacy Porter of Glen Elder, KS; Cara Hall of Ellsworth, KS; Holly
Osborne of Derby, KS; John Luft of Carnation, WA; and Allen
Luft of Monroe, WA. He is also survived by 14 grandchildren and
8 great-grandchildren.
 He was preceded in death by his parents, Ernest F. Porter and
Marjorie Porter; his sisters, Audrey (Porter) Neifert, Dorothy Sue
Porter, and Gwen Porter; his son, Steve Porter; and numerous
aunts, uncles, nieces, and nephews.


