HONORARY PALLBEARERS

PAUL MAYFIELD DONNELL MAYFIELD
PAUL MAYFIELD 11 EDDY JOSE
DEVON DOSS TIM FULWOOD
DARNELL FIELDS

EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE

THE FAMILY OF WILLIE DONNELL MAYFIELD WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS THEIR DEEPEST THANKS FOR THE
OUTPOURING OF LOVE,SUPPORT AND KINDNESS SHOWN DURING THIS DIFFICULT TIME. YOURPRESENCE
YOURPRESENCE, PRAYERS, COMFORTING WORDS AND EVERY ACT OF COMPASSIONHAVE BEEN GREAT
SOURCES OF STRENGTH TO US. WHETHER YOU TRAVELED, SENT A MESSAGE, PREPARED A MEAL OR SIMPLY
HELD USINYOURTHOUGHTS, WEARETRULY GRATEFUL.

ASWECELEBRATETHE LIFEOF SOMEONEWHO ISDEARTOUS,YOURSUPPORT HAD REMINDED USTHATWE
DO NOT GRIEVE ALONE. THANK YOU FOR HONORING HIS MEMORY WITH US, AND FOR WALKING BESIDES
USINBOTH SORROW AND HOPE.

WITH HEARTFELT APPRECIATION, THE FAMILY OF WILLIE DONNELL MAYFIELD
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WILLIE “DON” MAYFIELD, WAS BORN IN GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN AT
BUTTERWORTH HOSPITAL TO WILLIE AND AUDREY MAYFIELD. HE WAS THEIR FIRST

CHILD AND THE FIRST GRANDSON OF AUGUSTINE SANDERS AND NELSON HOLMES.

DON WAS NEVER EASY—BUT ALWAYS BRILLIANT. ALWAYS THE MAIN CHARACTER.
ALWAYS NOTABLY GIFTED. HE GREW UP BETWEEN THE HOMES OF 906 LAFAYETTE
AND 2222 HORTON, WHERE HE AND HIS CHILDHOOD FRIENDS AND FAMILY
CREATED LIFELONG MEMORIES. HE WAS PROUD OF WHERE HE CAME FROM AND
CHERISHED THE RELATIONSHIPS HE BUILT ALONG THE WAY.

FROM AN EARLY AGE, DON WAS A MEMBER OF MESSIAH MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF DR. CLIFTON RHODES. HE WASN'T JUST A
SUNDAY CHURCHGOER—HE STUDIED THE WORD. WITH HIS INCREDIBLE MEMORY,
HE RECITED SCRIPTURE AT HOLIDAYS AND SPECIAL SERVICES. HIS RELATIONSHIP
WITH GOD AND HIS UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE WERE EVIDENT EVEN AS A
CHILD.

DON ATTENDED AND GRADUATED FROM OTTAWA HILLS HIGH SCHOOL, WHERE HE
PROUDLY SERVED AS VICE PRESIDENT OF THE CLASS OF 1988. DURING THIS TIME,
HE MET DIONNE MAYFIELD, WHO WOULD LATER BECOME HIS WIFE AND THE
MOTHER OF HIS TWO CHILDREN NAKIAH AND DONNELL. THEY MOVED TO EAST
LANSING TO ATTEND MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY, WHERE DON EARNED HIS
BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN EDUCATION AND BEGAN HIS FAMILY.

LATER, DON PURCHASED HIS FIRST HOME AND RETURNED TO GRAND RAPIDS,
WHERE HE BECAME AN EDUCATOR WITH GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC SCHOOLS,
SPECIALIZING IN SPECIAL EDUCATION. DONS CONNECTION WITH HIS STUDENTS
WAS CONTAGIOUS. DURING HIS TIME WITH GRPS, HE CREATED AN INNOVATIVE
BEFORE- AND AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM CALLED 2IST CENTURY, DESIGNED TO
ELIMINATE BARRIERS FOR FAMILIES. THE PROGRAM WAS LATER ADOPTED BY BOTH
GRPS AND KENTWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND CONTINUES TODAY UNDER THE
NAMES ARCH AND LOOP. HE ALSO TAUGHT FAMILY WELLNESS COURSES, HELPING
FAMILIES LIVE HEALTHIER LIFESTYLES.

OUTSIDE OF HIS PROFESSIONAL LIFE, DON WAS CREATIVE AT HEART. HE AND

HIS BROTHER PAUL FORMED A GROUP CALLED THE DEFIANT ONES, COMBINING
DON'’S IMPECCABLE WRITING AND POETRY WITH MUSIC PRODUCED BY HIS
BROTHER AND COUSIN, CHRISTOPHER FARR. THEIR WORK TOOK THEM AS FAR

AS CALIFORNIA, WHERE THEY PERFORMED THEIR WORDS ON STAGE. DON ALSO
WROTE CHILDREN'’S BOOKS, THOUGHT-PROVOKING POETRY, AND UNFORGETTABLE
(0{0),%121D) '8

HIS GIFT FOR WRITING LED HIM TO DELIVER THE KEYNOTE ADDRESS AT HIS
MASTER’S-LEVEL GRADUATION FROM GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY—AN
HONOR TYPICALLY RESERVED FOR UNIVERSITY LEADERS OR DISTINGUISHED
GUESTS. DON NAILED IT.

DON WAS A TEACHER. A PROVIDER. A MASTER AT MARINATING AND BARBECUING
WITH LOVE. A PRESENT AND CONSISTENT FATHER. A WRITER. A DREAMER. A
GRANDSON AND SON. A BROTHER DEEPLY ADORED.A DIE HARD MSU SPARTAN
AND DALLAS COWBOYS FAN. NO ONE CAN HAVE IT ALL, BUT DON’S MANY GIFTS
MADE IT CLEAR HE WAS ONE OF GOD’S FAVORITES. HIS GIFTS, HIS JOKES, HIS
LAUGHTER, AND HIS LOVE WILL LIVE ON FOREVER.

DON WAS PRECEDED IN DEATH BY HIS GRANDPARENTS AUGUSTINE SANDERS,
NELSON HOLMES, ELIZABETH & JOHN HENRY MAYFIELD; HIS AUNTS GERALDINE
TILLMAN AND EVELYN DOSS; UNCLE WILLIAM MAYFIELD, HARVEY KNOX, AND HIS
BELOVED GRANDSON, A’ KYLIN MAYFIELD.

HE LEAVES TO CHERISH HIS MEMORY: HIS PARENTS WILLIE & AUDREY MAYFIELD;
HIS ONLY BROTHER PAUL “FRUIT” MAYFIELD; HIS CHILDREN DONNELL MAYFIELD
AND NAKIAH (EDDY) JOSE; HIS SISTER-IN-LOVE CARMEN DARROUGH; NIEGE AND
NEPHEW PAUL AND NYEEM MAYFIELD; GRANDDAUGHTER ALAYAH NICKS; FIANCE
NICHELLE KLINE, BONUS GRANDDAUGHTER RYLEIGH (RYRY) WETZEL; HIS
FAVORITE COUSINS NOVA DARROUGH AND DEVON DOSS, SPECIAL AUNTS
CONELLA KNOX, SHIRLY MAYFIELD, GEORGIA FARR, AND A HOST OF COUSINS,
AUNTS, UNCLES, AND DEAR FRIENDS WHO LOVED HIM DEEPLY.



DADDY, | WASN’T READY.

KIAH SIMONE AND WILLIE D. YOU PLUS ME FOR ETERNITY. YOU MADE ITYOUR
BUSINESS TO POUR SO I1COULD SOAR.YOU LAID DOWN RULES THAT
DISQUALIFIED ME FROM EVER BECOMING ETHICALLY POOR.

NEVER MAKE THE SAME MISTAKE TWICE, ALWAYS WALK RIGHT.

I CANHEAR THE WORDS SO CLEAR, ALMOST LIKE YOU'RE SITTING RIGHT HERE.
EVERY SINGLE GOOD DECISION | MADE,

WAS MADE BECAUSE OF THE PATH YOU PAVED.

EVERY LESSON I'VE LEARNED WAS FIRST A BRIDGE YOU BURNED.
EVERY TEARICRIED, | KNEW YOU HAD THE WORDS TO DRY.

EVERY SOUL I TOUCH ISATESTAMENT OF YOUR LOVE.

I’M YOUR DADDY, YOU WOULD SAY, I'M NEVER LEAVING
EVEN ONTHE CLOUDIEST DAY.

NOW YOU'RE GONE, AND ALL I FEELIS GREY.

I KNOW GOD MAKES NO MISTAKES.

IALSO KNOW THAT ABOUT ME, YOU DON’T PLAY.. SO LET ME SAY...
ASTOMORROW STARTS A NEW DAY,

I CARRY YOUIN MY SPIRIT AND YOUR LOVE FELT INFINITE.

UNTILWE MEET AGAIN, THANK YOU FORTRUSTING ME FROM DEEP DOWN WITHIN.

WASIREADY? HELL NO!
BUTIHEARYOU LOUDLY INMY SPIRIT SAYING GO SIM ONE, GO!
TOMY NUMBER ONE CHEERLEADERAND GHETTO TWIN, [ WILLWALK OUT OUR
PURPOSE UNTILWEMEET AGAIN.

YOURBABY GIRL.

S of S
LOVE, WETHANKYOU FORTHEGIFT OF WILLIE DONNELL MAYFIELD
FORTHE YEARS WE SHARED, THE LOVEWE RECEIVED,
AND THEMEMORIES WE NOW HOLD CLOSE.

THOUGH OURHEARTS AREHEAVY WITH LOSS, WETRUSTIN YOUR
PROMISE OF ETERNAL PEACE. COMFORT US INOURGRIEF,
STRENGTHEN USWITHHOPE, AND HELPUSTO LIVE EACH DAY
WITH THE GRACE AND KINDNESSTHAT
WILLIE DONNELL SHOWED.

MAY HIS SOUL RESTIN YOUR EVERLASTING LIGHT,

AND MAY WE CARRY HIS MEMORY FORWARD WITH LOVE.
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