A Legacy of Love
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May Heaven's splendor welcome you.
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Go on with your lives, don’t worry about falls.

I miss you all dearly, so keep up your chin.

Reverend Shernard Barnes
Pastor

Until the day comes we’re together again.”

~~~By Mary Elizabeth Frye~~~
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A Journey Remembered

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day.”

2 Timothy 4:7-8.

Willie James Cooper was born on May 2, 1951 to the late Willie and
Margie Cooper in Eastover, South Carolina and was lovingly raised by
Richard Richburg Jr. and Frances Tindal Richburg.

Willie was born with a gentle spirit and a heart committed to service.
He touched countless lives through his compassion, wisdom and quiet
generosity. He was known for his warm smile, his willingness to help
anyone in need, and his ability to make everyone around him feel valued
and special. Whether through his words, his work, or his presence, Willie
brought inspiration and encouragement wherever he went.

Willie received his formal education at Paxville Elementary School,
Paxville, SC; and Manning Training High School, Manning, SC.

Willie was a proud veteran of the United States Army. He served
with honor from 1971 to 1992 achieving the rank of Sargeant First Class.
During his service Willie received several Ribbons, Medals, and Badges
before being honorably discharged. Following military service, Willie
worked for Air Products and Chemicals, Inc. in Pennsylvania and Sumter
County Public Works.

Willie was an active, faithful, and dedicated member of St. Paul
A.M.E Church after relocating back to South Carolina in 2011.

Willie was taken to his heavenly home on Friday, March 6, 2026. He
leaves a loving family to treasure beautiful memories. This family
includes his devoted wife, Leila R. Carson; one son, Matthew Cooper of
Nanticoke, PA; one daughter, Kenyell Carson of Windsor, CO;
grandchildren, La’Kiah Cooper of Nanticoke, PA, Ariyelle Wells of
Atlanta, GA, and Arthur Wells Jr. of Sumter, SC; five brothers: Eddie
Cooper, Bernard Cooper, Melvin Cooper, and Marion (Takeyah)
Richburg Sr. all of South Carolina and Barry (Linda) Cooper of Florida;
two sisters, Margie Lee Rembert and Beatrice Sumter of South Carolina;
and a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives, and friends.

In addition to his parents, Willie was pre-deceased by siblings Calvin
Richburg, Helen Richburg, Mildred Joyner, Ruthie Cooper, and Willie
Mae Cooper Berry.
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Well done thou good and faithful servant.
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