Sttt I Ruise

You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, I'll rise.

Does my sassiness upset you?
Why are you beset with gloom?
‘Cause I walk like I've got oil wells
Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,
With the certainty of tides,
Just like hopes springing high,
Still I'll rise.

Did you want to see me broken?
Bowed head and lowered eyes?
Shoulders falling down like teardrops,
Weakened by my soulful cries?

Does my haughtiness offend you?
Don't you take it awful hard
‘Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines
Diggin’ in my own backyard.

You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,
You may e with your hatefulness,
B ike air, I'll rise.
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Erica Yvette Pierce Johnson, born in Cincinnati, Ohio, passed away
peacefully on November 10, 2025. A lifelong Cincinnatian, Erica
brought warmth, humor, and compassion to everyone who had the
blessing of knowing her.

Born to Mary Diane Pierce and Hayward Hudson Pierce, Erica was
raised with strong family values and deep faith. She was the eldest
sibling to Eric Pierce and a loving big sister to Elisha Pierce—a role she
cherished and carried into every relationship in her life. On
September 2, 2000, Erica married Markus Johnson, and three years
later, on April 25, 2003, they welcomed their greatest joy: their
daughter, McKenzie Jehlani Kiah Johnson.

Erica graduated from Northwest High School in 1988 and later earned
her bachelor's degree in Criminal Justice with a minor in Legal
Assisting from the University of Cincinnati in 1995. She dedicated 17
years of service to St. Joseph Orphanage (now NewPath), where her
gentle spirit and mothering nature touched countless young lives. She
then discovered her true calling in education, becoming a beloved
teacher at IDEA School in Price Hill. Erica also enjoyed her seasonal
positions at Bath & Bc hich she loved—and proudly worked
in merchandise & re her bright personality shined.
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