I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now, I’m free,
I’m following the path God laid for me.
I took his hand when I heard him call,
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day
to laugh, to love, to work or play.
I’ve found that peace at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void,
then fill it with remembered joy.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,

Ah, yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I savored much,

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,

God wanted me now; He set me free.
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Sophiann was born July 23, 1965, to Dewayne and Pattyann
(Recoy) Kercher in Oacoma, SD. She was raised in Oacoma,
SD and attended Chamberlain Public Schools where she
graduated from Chamberlain High School in 1983.

Troy Schindler and Sophiann started dating in 1992. In 1996,
they welcomed their first daughter and a second daughter in
1999. They then moved to Reliance, SD where they made
their home. On July 4, 2009, Sophiann was united in marriage
to Troy.

Most of her life she spent helping her husband work on the
farm. Whether watching the gates, stacking the bales, riding
in the semi, or helping give shots to the baby calves. Her fa-
vorite memories were bottle feeding the calves with her fami-
ly. She loved her daughters and supported them in their varie-
ty of activities. She cheered them on in the stands whenever
she could. She would always show up in her cowboy boots
and turquoise jewelry. She collected her fair share of an-
tiques. Her prize possessions were her collection of Precious
Moments and duck figurines. No matter a garage sale or a
thrift store, she was always looking for them. Whenever she
had free time, you would find her doing cross-stitch too.

Sophiann passed away on December 15, 2024, peacefully at
home after a courageous fight with cancer at the age of 59.
Gratefully sharing her life are her husband Troy Schindler of
Reliance; two daughters LaTrisha Pullman and husband Josh-
ua of Pierre, Larisa Schindler of Vermillion, SD; and son Da-
vid Schindler of Chamberlain, SD; four brothers Donald
Kercher and wife Donna of Cavour, SD, Lee Kercher of Oa-
coma, Larry Kercher and significant other Brittany Buum of
Oacoma, SD, and Clinton Peterson and wife Christina of Box
Elder, SD; one granddaughter; one grandson; many nieces
and nephews; and her special pet Luke.

Preceding her in death were her parents, her brother Joseph
Kercher, and grandparents.
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