
 

 
 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BILL GROTLUSCHEN 
1927 - 2026 

William Francis Grotluschen, lovingly known as Bill, was born on August 6, 
1927, in Nansen Township near Colfax, North Dakota, to Charles and Anna 
(Keppars) Grotluschen. From the very beginning, Bill carried with him a quiet 
strength, a gentle spirit, and a deep love for family that would define his life. 
 

On September 17, 1950, Bill married the love of his life, Mildred Mishak, at St. 
Thomas Catholic Church in Kent, Minnesota. Together, they built a life rooted in 
hard work, devotion, and family. After living in Wahpeton, North Dakota, they 
settled in the Kent area. Bill worked for Wahpeton Construction, farmed, and later 
worked for M&M Construction, Gast Construction, and the Wilkin County 
Highway Department. A gifted crane and heavy equipment operator, Bill took 
great pride in his work and was honored to help build the Bois de Sioux Golf 
Course- one of the many lasting marks he left on the community. 
 

While Bill was respected for his skills and work ethic, he was cherished most for 
the way he loved. He adored his grandchildren and great-grandchildren beyond 
measure. He was always eager to hold a new baby, cradling them with 
tenderness, and could sit contentedly for hours watching little ones play at his 
feet. Gentle, sweet, and kind, Bill’s warm smile had a way of lighting up his whole 
face and an entire room. 
 

After Mildred’s passing on January 14, 2004, Bill continued to carry her in his 
heart. With quiet strength and devotion, he honored her life by caring for both the 
farm and the family they had spent years building together. 
 

Bill found joy working in his garden, happily toiling away in the sun, and he never 
let a visitor leave without offering up the treasures of his garden. He was a 
constant and devoted presence at the activities of his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, making every effort to attend games, performances, and events 
whenever possible, even when mobility became more challenging. 
 

One of Bill’s favorite times of year was Christmas, when the entire family 
gathered. He could be seen beaming from ear to ear as he watched his children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren celebrate 
around him. Those moments, filled with laughter, love, and togetherness, meant 
everything to him. 
 

Later in life, he moved to Twin Town Villa in Breckenridge, where his friendly, kind 
nature shone through. Bill could strike up a conversation with anyone and made 
friends quickly and easily. He loved his Twin Town Villa family. 
 

Bill is survived by his daughters, Stephanie (Merrill) Miranowski of Breckenridge 
and Helen Zajac (Larry) of Wahpeton; his sons, Robert Grotluschen, James 
(Nancy) Grotluschen, both of Kent, and Greg Heitkamp of Abercrombie; 33 
grandchildren; 44 great-grandchildren with one on the way; and 2 great-great-
grandchildren. His legacy of love lives on through each of them. 
 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and Anna; his beloved wife, 
Mildred; his daughter, Carolyn Grotluschen; daughter-in-law, Patty Grotluschen; 
brothers, Matt and John; sister, Martha Berndt; and sister-in-law, Joan Heitkamp. 
Bill will be remembered for his gentle heart, steady presence, and unwavering 
love for his family. He leaves behind a legacy of kindness, devotion, and quiet joy 
that will be carried forward for generations. 



 
 

Bill Grotluschen 
 
 

Born 
August 6, 1927 | Nansen Twsp. Colfax, North Dakota 

 
Passed Away 

January 16, 2026 | Breckenridge, Minnesota 
 

Age 
98 Years | 5 Months | 10 Days 

 
Mass of Christian Burial 

11:00 AM | Thursday, January 22, 2026 
St. Thomas Catholic Church | Kent, Minnesota 

 
Officiant 

Fr. Leo Moenkedick 
 

 Organist Cantor 
 Mary Ihland Amber Bogenreif 
 

Music 
 

“Be Not Afraid” | “Loving & Forgiving” 
“Fly Like A Bird” | “Precious Lord Take My Hand” 

“On Eagles Wings” | “Song of Farewell” | “Old Rugged Cross” 
 

Active Pallbearers  
All of Bill’s Grandchildren 

 
Interment at a Later Date 

St. Thomas Cemetery | Kent, Minnesota 
 

Appreciation 
Bill’s family is grateful for your attendance at this service.   

Your many expressions of kindness and love are deeply appreciated. 
Please join us for lunch and fellowship following the service. Joseph Vertin and Sons Funeral Home | Breckenridge, Minnesota 

My Friends 
 

Someone very dear,  Who may live far or near, 
Who’s with you till the end, Is someone you call friend. 

 

Someone never out of sight, When you are wrong and never right, 
Who’ll laugh when you are sad, In spite of all he’ll make you glad. 

 

Friends say what  can I do? As they extend a helping hand, 
And after all the work is done, They say “Oh it was fun.” 

 

They come with fresh made rolls and cake,  And say its just for old times sake, 
My friends did this and more you see, They talked to God for me. 

 

By Mildred Grotluschen 


