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Our Savior Jesus Christ has destroyed death and brought life
%\ | and immortality to light through the Gospel. Let us remember
Wl with thanksgiving what God has done through His servant
i William Charles Schepp.

- Bill was given life by his Heavenly Father and was born on

- November 15®, 1937, to Charles and Lorene Schepp. Shortly

 thereafter he was baptized in the Name of the Father and of the
Son [+] and of the Holy Ghost at Holy Ghost Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, WI. He
confessed his baptismal faith in the rite of Confirmation on March 18%, 1951, and was
admitted to the altar to receive the medicine of immortality, Christ’s life-giving body and
blood. On October 8™, 1960, Bill was joined together in holy marriage to Beverly. They
were blessed with the gift of three children, Parice, Pamela, and Billy. Our Lord blessed
Bill’s life with many special people as he served God in his various vocations at home,
church, work, and in the various communities in which he lived.

Finally on April 3, 2025 God blessed Bill with a holy death and took him home to rest in
the arms of Jesus to await the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away; blessed be the name of the Lord. We give thanks
to God our Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord, for our brother in Christ, Bill.




Opening Hymn

Jesus Savior Pilot Me (LLSB 715)
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pass come from Thee. Je - sus, Sav - jor, pi-lot me.
reign of the sea, Je - sus, Sav - jor, pi-lot me.
Thee say to me, “Fear not, [ will pi - lot thee.”

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the ® Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Remembrance of Baptism

[P} In Holy Baptism Bill was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covered
all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?”



We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall
certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.

Psalm 100

[P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth! Serve the LORD with gladness!
Come into his presence with singing!

Knew that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

[P) Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!

For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.

Kyrie

P} Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

[P) Let us pray.

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown to [name]
and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now rest from their
labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and receive the crown of eternal

life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit



Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 30:7-9

“Two things I ask of you;
deny them not to me before I die:
Remove far from me falsehood and lying;
give me neither poverty nor riches;
feed me with the food that is needful for me,
lest I be full and deny you
and say, “Who is the LORD?”
or lest I be poor and steal
and profane the name of my God.”

(P! This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading: 2™ Peter 3:8-18

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but
that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives
of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies
will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and
a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace. And count the patience of our Lord as salvation,
just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, as
he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things
in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. You therefore, beloved, knowing this
beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and
lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.”




(P) This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Verse

[P] Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;
to Him be glory and power forever. Alleluia.

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 9% chapter.

“So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him, since he has opened
your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered,
“We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. But how he now sees we do
not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” (His parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had
already agreed that if anyone should confess Jesus to be Christ, he was to be put out of
the synagogue.) Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2480 for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give
glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “Whether he is a
sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They
said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I
have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his disciples?”’ And they reviled him, saying, “You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this

is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God
and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do
nothing.” They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”’
And they cast him out.



Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe

in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir, that [ may believe in him?” Jesus
said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I
believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that
those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the
Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?”” Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,” your
guilt remains.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord
Praise to You, O Christ

Apostles’ Creed

(P] God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life [+] everlasting. Amen.

Sit.




Hymn of the Day:

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (LSB 685)

; ! 1 |
- 1 I I 1 ) T | I
o 5
I Let us ev - er walk with Je - sus, Fol - low His ex -
2 Let us suf - fer here with Je - sus  And with pa - tience
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from the dead That to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus,
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us im - mor-tal breath. Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion
You are  now our head. We are Your own liv - ing mem-bers;
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hope and love, Let wus do the  Fa-ther’s bid-ding. Faith-ful
that an-noy  Shall give way to mirth here - af - ter. Je - sus,
shuts us in Shail but prove the gate to heav-en. Je - sus,
con - stant - ly, Liv - ing there with You for-ev -er. Je - sus,
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Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where You guide.
here 1 share Your woe; Help me there Your joy to know.
here with Yoo I die, There to live with You on high.
let me faith - ful be, Life e - ter- nal grant to me.

Sermon
Stand.

Prayers of the Church
(P) Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.

P) Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one communion in the
mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven
and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy. @ Hear our prayer.

(P} Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ's death and resurrection may die to
sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the gate of death and the
grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy. (@ Hear our prayer.

{P) Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your Son may
be raised to immortalify and incorruption to be seated with Him at Your heavenly
banguet. Lord, in Your mercy. 8 Hear our prayer.

[P) Give to the family of Bill and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and a sure
confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may know the
consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy. (8 Hear our prayer.

[P) Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your Church
they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and certain hope
and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they love who have departed in the
faith. Lord, in Your mercy. (@ Hear our prayer.

[P) Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and find
comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy. (@ Hear our prayer.




[P) Receive our thanks for Bill and for all the blessings You bestowed on him in this
earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with him we may see You face to
face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy. @ Hear our prayer.

P] O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and
immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of
death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
Strengthen us in the confidence that because He lives we shall live also, and that neither
death nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to separate us from Your
love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (8 Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
[P] Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Nunc Dimittis

[P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which You have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal You to the nations
and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, Amen.




(P) “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.”

Concluding Collect
[P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

[P) Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your
mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection to
everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died in the faith;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. (8 Amen.

Bendicamus and Benediction
(P} Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and % give you peace.
Amen,

[P) Let us go forth in peace,
in the name of the Lord. Amen.



Closing Hymn Go My Children, with My Blessing (I.SB 922)
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1 Go, My chil-dren, with My bless - ing, Nev - er a - lone.
2 Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
3 Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Clos - er to Me;
41 the Lord will bless and keep you And give  you peace;
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Here you learnedhow much I Jove you, What 1  can cure. Here you
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, Joy - ful and free. Here My
the Lord will smile up-on you And give youpeace: I the
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have made you Mine for - ev - er

heard My dear Son’s sto - ry; Here you touched Him, saw His glo - ry.

Spir - it's pow - er filled you; Here His

ten - der com - fort stilled you.

Lord will be your Fa-ther, Sav -ior, Com - fort - er, and Broth-er.
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Go, My chil-dren, with My bless-ing— You are My own.
Go, My chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, At peace and pure.
Go, My chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, Joy - ful  and free.
Go, My chil-dren; I will keep you And  give you peace.
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