Thursgae;/??l llj_r?eygswgc())2d6s 82, of Kingsley, lowa, passed away IN I_OVI N G M EM ORY OF

She was born January 27, 1943, in Holstein, lowa, to William and

Anne (Raymond) Droegmiller. Gene grew up in Washta, lowa, and
was proud to call herself a Valley Girl for her entire life — it was a E N E OYD OO DS
title she wore with joy and never let go of.

Right out of high school, she married the love of her life, Ray
Woods, and the two shared an extraordinary 64 years together.
Their home was never just a house — it was a gathering place, full
of warmth, food, laughter, and an open door for anyone who needed
it.

Gene was a woman of many talents and passions. She spent 16
years at Hope's Fashion Farm in Cherokee as a buyer for the dress
shop, making regular trips to New York City — and if you knew
Gene, you heard the stories. She later worked at the bank in Pierson
and found a special joy working as a cook in the area schools,
feeding the community she loved so dearly.

Family and friends were the heartbeat of Gene's life. She never
missed a concert, a performance, or a moment to cheer someone
on. She was "mom" to everyone in the room — not just her own
boys — and thought nothing of setting extra places at her
Thanksgiving table for Bryce's college friends who had nowhere else
to go. That was simply Gene.

She and Ray were adventurers at heart. Their travels took them
to Hawaii, Cancun, the Rocky Mountains, Chicago, California,
Arizona, Branson, Key West, and beyond — sometimes pulling the
camper, sometimes piling into the family truckster and stopping at
highway hotels along the way. She loved every mile of it.

Gene had a gift for living fully and for making sure everyone
around her was doing the same. She loved camping, she loved
cooking, and above all, she loved her people.

She and Ray made their home in Pierson for more than 55 years
before recently moving to Kingsley, where they settled in and
enjoyed a new chapter together.

Left to cherish her memory is her husband, Ray Woods of
Kingsley, |A; her sons, William Woods of Chicago, IL, Bryce
(Zuzana) Woods of Kingsley, IA; and her beloved granddaughter,
Zoe Woods; brother, Nick (Konny) Droegmiller of Alta, |A; sister-in-
law, Kathryn Harbeck of Sioux City, IA.

Those that passed before her include her parents, William and
Anne Droegmiller; brother-in-law, Sam Harbeck.

Gene wanted everyone around her to enjoy life — and those who
were lucky enough to know her did exactly that. She will be deeply
missed and forever loved.
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For Those | Love
For Those Who Love Me

When | am gone, release me, let me go...
| have so many things to see and do.
You mustn't tie yourself'to me with tears
Be happy that we had so many years.

| gave you my love, you can only guess
How much you gave me in happiness.
| thank you for the love you each have shown
But now it's time | traveled on alone!

So grieve awhile for me if grieve you must
Then let your grief be comforted by trust.
It's only for a while that we must part
So Bless the memories within your heart.

| won't be far away, for life goes on
So if you need me, call and | will come.
Though you can't see or touch me, I'll be near
And if you listen with your heart, you'll hear
All my love around you soft and clear.

And then, when you must come this way alone...

I'll greet you with a smile and say...
"welcome home".

At this time we would like to thank our
relatives, neighbors and friends for all the
support they have shown to us. In lieu of

sending thank you's we wish to use this note
to thank you for your prayers, food, flowers
and memorials which are deeply appreciated.
Sincerely, Gene’s Family

Celebration of Life Service

11:00 a.m., Wednesday, July 1, 2026
Kingsley Funeral Home & Monument
Kingsley, lowa

Clergy
Pastor Marty Young

Music
There Will Be Peace in the Valley - Johnny Cash
Amazing Grace
Here | am Lord
Hallelujah
How Great Thou Art
Welcome Home - Michel W. Smith

Services Entrusted To
Kingsley Funeral Home & Monument
Kingsley, lowa

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for a time
of food and fellowship following the memorial
service. All are Welcome.




