The LORD is my

| shall not want.

He maketh me
lie down in green pastures:

He leadeth me beside the still waters,

He restoretglnl)/
J .o

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake. Yea though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death.

Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies
Thou anointest my head with oil; My cup runneth over

Surely goodness & mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life;

And | will dwell in the house
of the LORD W
- Psalm 23
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The family of Betty Ann (McDonald) Olafson, age 84, announce her passing on
Saturday, April 5, 2025, at Eventide Care Center in Fargo. With her daughters by
her side, holding her hands, she departed after bravely facing cancer and enduring
many complications the past few months.

Born on November 11, 1940, in a log home on the Jack Cranley farm near
Cavalier, ND. She was the fourth child of eight born to Gladys née Solberg (1913-
2001) and James McDonald (1909-1995) of Cavalier. The family moved to the city
of Cavalier when she was young where she attended school.

On St. Patrick’s Day in 1958, Betty met Robert “Bob” Olafson. Two months later,
she graduated from Cavalier High School. The next year, she worked as a babysit-
ter, at the café, and as a carhop at the Drive-Inn. On June 5, 1959, Bob and Betty
were united in marriage at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Cavalier and she
became “married to an Icelander.”

Betty was a stay-at-home mom and farm wife while Bob grew a construction
company and worked on the Olafson farm in the Eyford community. Her hands
were never idle as she cooked, helped her in-laws and nephews and niece who all
lived on the same farm. She volunteered at church teaching Sunday School and
Vacation Bible School at the Pembina Hills Lutheran churches. She was a member
of the Ladies Aide, the Mountain American Legion Auxiliary, and the Hillside
Club, all of which did many volunteer projects in the community.

In January of 1978, she enrolled at The Hair Designers Academy in Grand Forks.
After graduating, she worked many years in Cavalier and Crystal as a cosmetolo-
gist and managed the Borg Home Store. Bob and Betty had many good friends in
the Mountain and Gardar area. They loved getting together, playing cards, danc-
ing, and playing pool.

After Bob retired in 1994, they moved to Fargo where they babysat for their
young grandchildren, Krissy and Zach. Bob passed away on January 26, 2018.
Betty volunteered at Innovis Hospital Gift Shop and was active in the Senior Living
apartments volunteering on various projects such as making tie blankets, cooking
for others, playing cards, singing, and engaging in the community where she had
many close friends.

Betty was predeceased by her husband, Bob, her parents and five siblings Marvin,
Georgie, Irene, Gordon, and Linda. She was also predeceased by two nephews,
many in-laws, and special friends.

Betty leaves behind three daughters, 1. Sunna Pam (Jeff) Furstenau and
grandchildren Macey (Matt) Andvik all of Fargo and Cody (Caitlin) Furstenau of
Oxbow; 2. Brenda (Rock) Messerschmidt of Fargo and grandchildren Nikki (Jon)
Kearns of Grand Forks, Kayce (Gabe) Halley of Durbin; 3. Barb (Keith) Aasen and
grandchildren Krissy and Zach Aasen all of Bismarck. There are sixteen great-
grandchildren who also survive. Siblings who survive: John (Sandy) of Idaho and
Joyce (Jack) Trottier of Ohio. Brother-in-laws Roger (Marilyn), Curtis Olafson and

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Tuesday, April 5, 2025 - 1:00 p.m.
Mountain Community Center
Mountain, North Dakota

CLERGY

Rev. Jessica Merchant

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS

“The Old Rugged Cross”
“In the Garden”
Drew Olafson, Song Leader

HONORARY URNBEARERS
Betty’s Grandchildren:
Nikki, Macey, Kayce
Cody, Krissy, Zach

INTERMENT
Eyford Thingvalla Cemetery
Mountain, North Dakota

AP VIS

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God ; believe also in me.

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so,

would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you?

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

You know the way to the place where I am going.” Jesus the Way to the Father
Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. {
No one comes to the Father except through me. y

Junie Doyle, Sister-in-law, Judy McDonald, as well as nieces, nephews, and many
extended family members.




