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The family of Bernice Oates recognizes that we are truly blessed with love 
and friendship.  We wish to express our appreciation and sincere gratitude 
for the many words of comfort and acts of kindness extended to us during 
this difficult time.  May God’s richest blessings continue to be with each of 
you.                                                 ~The Family~ 
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Remembering Bernice 
Bernice Oates was born May 19, 1937 in Montezuma, Georgia. She was born to 

the parents of Hattie Daniel Russell and Henry Lee Russell.   

She attended Macon County and Peach County Schools. She was employed by Fort 

Valley State College (University) for twenty-one years.  

She was married to Ulysses Oates, Sr. for 68 years. Their union created five 

children.  

On Tuesday, January 21, 2025, Bernice gained her heavenly wings at the age of 87 

years old.  

Bernice was a God-fearing woman. She loved her family and her church. She was a 

member of Fairview CME Church for 65 years. There she served as a stewardess. She 

also wanted the younger generation to become involved in the church, so she started 

the young adult choir.  

She is preceded in death by her parents: Henry and Hattie Russell; son, Kenneth 

Oates and daughter-in-law, Greta Oates. 

She leaves to cherish her memories a devoted husband: Ulysses Oates Sr.; children: 

Curtis (Dorothy) Oates, Tracy (Perry) West, Ulysses Oates, Jr., Marcus(Mary) Oates, 

daughter-in-law, Valerie Oates; grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and great-great 

grandchildren; beloved sisters: Hattie Mae Rumph, Earline (William) Daniely, 

Deloris (Connie) Gordon, Lucille (Freddie) Jefferson, Annie Mae Flowers, and Betty 

(Eddie) Lowe.  Additionally, Bernice is survived by a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, 

and friends.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Officiant, Rev. Leon Williams 

Prelude 

Processional 

Prayer………………………………………………………………………….……...Elder Larry Jackson 

Scriptures 
Old Testament……….Rev. Dr. Jimmy Wright 

New Testament………Rev. Stephanie Jefferson 

 

Hymn……………………………………………………………………………..……..Deacon Eddie Lowe 

 

Reflections 
Two Minutes Please 

 

Song……………………………………………………………………………………….Deacon Eddie Lowe 

 

Homegoing Message……………………………………………….……Presider Elder Jane Thomas 

 

Acknowledgements……………………………………………….…..Edwards Small Mortuary Staff  

Recessional 

Postlude 

  

Interment               Repast 
Willow Lake Memorial Gardens     Fairview CME Church 

1854 Willow Lake Road      3274 Taylors Mill Rd 

Fort Valley, Georgia 31030      Fort Valley, Georgia 31030 
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