AND A TIME FOR EVERY PURPOSE UNDER HEAVEN:
A TIME TO BE BORN,
AND A TIME TO DIE;
A TIME TO PLANT,
A TIME TO PLUCK UP THAT WHICH IS PLANTED;
A TIME TO KILL,
AND A TIME TO HEAL; A TIME TO BREAK DOWN,
AND A TIME TO BUILD UP,
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AND A TIME TO LAUGH;
A TIME TO MOURN, AND A TIME TO DANCE;
A TIME TO CAST AWAY STONES,
A TIME TO GATHER STONES TOGETHER;
A TIME TO
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AND A TIME TO REFRAIN FROM EMBRACING;
A TIME TO SEEK, AND A TIME TO LOSE,;
A TIME TO KEEP, AND A TIME TO CAST AWAY;
A TIME TO MEND, AND A TIME TO SEW;
A TIME TO KEEP SILENCE, AND A TIME TO SPEAK;
A TIME TO LOVE, AND TIME TO HATE;

A TIME FOR WAR, AND TIME FOR

-ECCLESIASTES 3:1-8
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Merrill Lou Pedersen

JUNE 13, 1936 —JuLY 10, 2026

Services At:
Calvary Lutheran Church
Alexandria, Minnesota
Thursday, July 16, 2026 ~ 11:00 a.m.

Officiating Clergy:
Pastor Hans Dahl

Musician:
Brad Lambrecht

Soloist:
Katie Dahl

Pallbearers:
Greg Thompson, Mike Thompson
Blake Thompson, Don Hilfer
Brian Pedersen, Jeff Pedersen

Interment:
Summit Cemetery
Morris, Minnesota



Merrill Lou Pedersen was born to Carl Pedersen and Aino (Sorensen)
Pedersen in Carroll, Nebraska, June 13, 1936.

As a young child, his family moved from the family farm in Carroll, Nebraska,

to Minnesota. Merrill graduated from Morris High School in 1954. He attended

early college in Wahpeton, North Dakota. He graduated with a degree in I N L O V I N G
mortuary science from the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.

He was united in marriage to Marlene Y. (Fischbach) Pedersen April 3, 1958 at
the Immanuel Lutheran Church, in Swan Lake Township, rural Morris, MN.
Their daughter Sharon was born in 1960. Merrill was a proud father to Sherry,
and loved watching her play volleyball and cheer for the Morris Tigers.

Upon graduating from college, Merrill worked as an assistant funeral director
for Listoe and Wold in St. Paul, Minnesota. In 1963 Merrill and Marlene, and
Merrill’s brother Ken and wife, Jean, started the Pedersen Funeral Home in
Morris. The family owned and operated the funeral home until 1992 when they
sold it to the Vertin Company of Breckenridge, MN. Following retirement,
Merrill and Marlene made their home on Lobster Lake, Alexandria, MN.

Merrill was a devout and accomplished fisherman, and many of his happiest
moments were spent fishing with friends and family. He also enjoyed
snowmobiling, hunting, and going out to dinner with friends. He was active in
the Jaycees, Masons, Kiwanis, Golden K, and Alexandria Shrine. He and
Marlene were members of Calvary Lutheran Church in Alexandria. In his
retirement he loved being a grandfather and a great-grandfather. He will be
remembered for his warm laugh and infinite stories.

It was a dream of Merrill’s to live on a lake, and that dream came true when he
and Marlene built a house on Lobster Lake in 1992. It was a beautiful site, with
great neighbors and plentiful wildlife. For 32 years he loved fishing on the lake,
watching the changing seasons, and hosting friends and family.

Merrill died July 10, 2026, at the age of 90, at Bethany on the Lake in
Alexandria, MN.

He is survived by one daughter: Sharon Lynn (Steven) Peterson of Eden Prairie,
MN; granddaughter: Kirsten Peterson of St. Paul, MN; grandson: Kai (Desiree)
Peterson of La Farge, WI; one great-granddaughter: Minerva Peterson; one
sister Mary Thompson of Detroit Lakes, MN; and brother and sister-in-law
Kenneth and Laurie Fischbach of Cabot, AR.

Merrill is preceded in death by his wife Marlene Pedersen; parents Carl and
Aino Pedersen; brothers Donald (Barbara) Pedersen and Kenneth (Jean) N /N e
Pedersen; brother and sister-in-law Eugene and Vi Fischbach; and brother-in- P I
law Jim Thompson. :

Please use this QR Code to access
Merrill’s online guestbook.

Pedersen Merrill Pedersen

Funeral & Cremation Service @




