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One night I dreamed I was walking along the beach
with the Lord. Scenes from my life flashed across
the sky. In each, I noticed footprints in the sand.

Sometimes, there were two sets of footprints;
othergimes there was only one.

During the lowest times of my life I could see only
one set of footprints, so Fsdid, "Lord, you promised
me, that you would walk with me always. Why,
when I have needed you most, would you leave
me?"

The Lord replied, "My pr s child, I love you and

would never leave yo times when you have

seen only one set of f¢otprints, it was then that I

carried you."
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Verla Jean Hoppe, 84, of Benton, Arkansas passed away
peacefully at her home on May 10, 2026. She was born June
22, 1941, in Newport, Arkansas, to Ezreth Everett Severs
and Hattie (Nelson) Severs.

Verla spent many years working for Honeywell in Phoenix,
Arizona, in the documents control center. She was a hard
worker, but what people will remember most was the way she
lived life. Verla loved to have fun and enjoyed spending time
with family and friends. She loved gambling trips, dancing,
reading, relaxing at the beach, and sharing laughs and good
times with the people she loved. Her home was always a
place where family gathered, stories were shared, and
memories were made.

She was a faithful member of Zion Lutheran Church in
Avilla, where she especially enjoyed singing in the choir.
Her church family meant a great deal to her, and she
treasured the friendships and fellowship she found there.

Left to cherish her memory are her husband of 36 years,
Gary Daniel Hoppe; her children, Pam Jones and husband
Walter, Allen King, Paul King, and Cody King and wife
Mandy; ten grandchildren; ten great-grandchildren; one
great-great-granddaughter; her sister, Georgia Duty; along
with many other family members and dear friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents and her brother,
Albert Lee Severs.

Visitation will be held Thursday, May 14, 2026, from 2:00
until 3:00 p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church, with funeral
service, officiated by The Rev. Willie Grills, beginning at
3:00 p.m. Burial will fellow at Zion Lutheran Cemetery.
Serving -as pallbearers are Walter Jones, Keith D'Atrio,
Cody King, Les Brown, Cory Jones; and Josh Jones_&gnl
K1ng and Allen Klng are Honorary pal-lbeat:era—.. o
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