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CELEBRATING

; The family of the late OUR
ESSIE WILLIAMS-SIMMONS BELOVED

would like to extend sincere gratitude for all acts of kindness and comfort
shown during their period of bereavement. Special thanks to Pan Chenia Sand-
ers as her caregiver and Vanessa Stewart, special daughter.
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Sunset Memorial Gardens
2915 Ashley Phosphate Road
North Charleston, SC 29418-8401
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ESSIE WILLIAMS SIMMONS, peacefully entered eternal rest on the afternoon of April 7, 2025, at
the age of 82. Born on January 30, 1943, in Charleston, South Carolina, Essie was the third child of
the late Percy Williams Sr. and Essie Wright Williams.

Essie was preceded in death by her beloved siblings: Laura ]J. Williams, Percy Williams Jr., Isaiah
Harold Williams, and James Nathaniel Williams. She leaves behind her cherished sister, Rose Wil-
liams Auguste, as the last surviving sibling of their family.

EDUCATION AND EARLY LIFE

Essie received her early education at Burke High School and continued her studies at Trident Tech-
nical College in Charleston, SC. She embraced learning and used her education as a foundation to
serve her community with dedication and grace.

A LIFE OF FAITH

Essie’s unwavering faith in God guided her throughout her life. She joined Greater St. Luke A.M.E.
Church under Christian experience during its time on Wilson Street under the leadership of Rev.
Barnes. A devoted and active member, she faithfully served in numerous capacities including:
Member of the Hayes Singers, under the direction of the late Sister Geneva Hayes, Leader of Class
Number 35, Member of Stewardess Board #1, Member of the Lay Organization, Chairperson of the
GreatemSt. Luke Anniversary Committee, Civic and Community Leadership.

Essie’s passion for service extended well beyond the walls of the church. She was the Past Matron of
Progressive Chapter #365, Order of The Eastern Star, Corresponding Secretary District #2 Order Of
The Eastern Star, Temple Association Worthy Matron Worshipful Master Contest Winner, National
Council of Negro Women Plaque For Excellent Service, A Dedicated Board Member of Jenkins
Orphanage and President of the Clark Family Reunion.

CAREER AND LEGACY OF SERVICE

Essie began her professional journey at the Manhattan Shirt Factory, where she quickly became
known for her strong work ethic. She later served as an Administrator for the Charleston County
School Board, before finding her long-term calling at the Y.W.C.A,, where she worked as Office
Manager for 30 years. During her time at the Y.W.C.A. she touched countless lives, especially
children and families. She was a founding committee member of the MLK Observance Day in the
City of Charleston, tirelessly promoting the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

After retiring, Essie continued her public service with the City of Charleston Legal Department,
where she made lasting friendships and continued her commitment to community engagement.

A LIFE OF FORTITUDE AND LOVE

Essie’s life was marked by resilience, perseverance, and an unwavering trust in God. Despite life’s
many hardships, she stood strong in faith and remained steadfast in her love for her family,
her church, and especially her children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren—who were the
absolute "Apple of her Eye."




Essie leaves to cherish her memory her beloved children: Gail Williams Bell (Michael), Gerald L.
Tyce (Letitia), Vernita M. Williams, Christopher Simmons and Gustavus Simmons; grandchildren:
Justin W. Bell, Age 41(Katherine), Genaira Layana Tyce, Age 40, Ciara Brianna Hudson, Age 35
(Christopher) and Bryson L. Bell Age, 30 (Shaquoya); adored great-grandchildren: Chrishelle,
Di’'Mara, Zackary Justin, Christian Mack, Cai Gerald, Jeremiah Jordan and Trinity Nicole. She also
leaves to cherish her memories a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, close friends and colleagues.
Essie’s warm spirit, generous heart, and enduring faith have left an indelible mark on all who knew

and loved her. Her life was a living testimony of love, service, and devotion—and her legacy will
continue to inspire generations to come.

"Well done, good and faithful servant... Enter into the joy of your Lord."”
— Matthew 25:21

Don'’t grieve for me, for now I'm free
I'm following the path God has laid you see.
I took His hand when I heard him call
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day
To laugh, to love, to work, to play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way
I found that peace at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void
Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss
Oh yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow
[ wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I savored much
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

Lift up your hearts and peace to thee

God wanted me now; He set me free.
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~ AND READY TO GO

Dear ones, there’s something you need to know;
Death has knocked upon my door
And I am ready to go.

I have no strength left within me to stay and fight,
And I have no desire to—now
I've seen the light.

For the light of death is brighter
Than the light of day,
And death’s sweet voice is calling £
Me—calling me away.

So dear ones, very soon I know that you will weep
| As my body falls into an everlasting sleep.

But read these words I've written
Once again, and you will see,

I welcome death with loving arms

It holds no fear for me!




