
Darlene Catherine (Joy) Ballinger, died peacefully on January 6, 2026, in Greeley, CO, at 
age 102. Darlene was born on April 12, 1923, to Emory and Catherine Joy in Fargo, ND. 
She attended schools in Fargo before moving to Seattle during WWII and she worked for 
Boeing Aircraft as a messenger within the company buildings. While living in Seattle 
she enjoyed attending USO dances with friends where she met her ċrst husband who 
was in the army. After WWII ended, she lived in Newark, NJ until returning to Fargo in 
March 1951.

In 1978 Darlene moved to Portland, OR where she worked for the Veterans 
Administration until she retired. She stayed in Oregon until she moved to Detroit Lakes, 
MN in 1996. After moving there Darlene became a Senior Companion. She enjoyed the 
interaction with her clients, many of whom were younger than her. Darlene was 
immensely proud that she was able to do this for 10 years. In 2011 Darlene moved to 
Eaton, CO where she lived until June 2023, when she moved to Greeley, CO.

Darlene was a member of the American Legion Auxiliary since 1957 and became 
involved with Women of the Moose. Darlene never met a stranger and accepted people 
for who they were. She loved helping people any way she could and shared whatever 
she could. She always enjoyed playing card games and Bingo. In her later years SkipBo 
became her favorite card game, which she taught to everyone she could. Darlene derived 
immense pleasure from baking and sharing her “goodies,” especially her banana bread. 
Her children remember not having a lot when they grew up, but holidays were always 
made special, especially Christmas. 

Darlene found forgiveness, peace, and acceptance in her later years through her belief in 
Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior. Darlene enjoyed friendships with the pastor and 
people at Eaton Baptist Church

Darlene was preceded in death by her parents, Catherine and Emory Joy; brothers, 
Douglas and Emory; sister, Lois Joy Wagnon; and granddaughters, Mistie Tuite, Tanya 
Price, and Rochelle Kregar-West.

She is survived by her children, Catherine Knapp, Sherry Harvey, Marcia Duran, Douglas 
Duran, (Ann), and Martha Danzeisen (Dean); 11 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; 
and 2 great-great-grandchildren.

Darlene’s kindness and generosity touched many lives, and her memory will live on in 
the hearts of her family and friends. She will be remembered for her warmth, her gentle 
spirit, and ability to make everyone feel welcome. Her legacy is one of compassion, 
resilience, and deep love for her family. We are grateful for the time we had with her, 
and she will be deeply missed but not forgotten.

Celebration of her life will be Friday, June 12, 2026, at 11:00 AM at Eaton Baptist 
Church, Eaton, CO, followed by a light lunch.
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In Loving Memory of

Darlene C. Ballinger
April 12, 1923 - January 6, 2026

Celebration of Life Service
11:00 a.m. Friday, June 12, 2026

First Baptist Church of Eaton
Eaton, Colorado

Oĉciating
Pastor Kendal Frankiewich

Special Music
"Old Rugged Cross"

Sherry Harvey & Marti Danzeisen

Pianist
Sharon Rhoades

Tribute Video
Special photo memories of  Darlene's life

Family and friends are invited to the fellowship hall for a light meal 
and fellowship immediately following the services for Darlene.

Look For Me

When you ċnally make your entrance to that city Of 
jasper walls and bright gold avenues
As you behold all it's beauty and it's splendor
Remember, there's just one request I make of you

Look for me, for I will be there too
I realize, when you arrive, there'll be so much to view
After you've been there ten thousand years, a million, 
maybe two Look for me, for I will be there too

As you go down your list of ċrsts, there's no question
We're gonna wanna see our loved ones await me and 
you And when you feel you've shared your story with the 
last one That wants to hear you tell, just how you made it 
through

Look for me, I'd like to hear it too
I realize when you arrive, there'll be so much to view
After you've been there ten thousand years, a million, 
maybe two Look for me, for I will be there too
Look for me, for I will be there too I will be there too

Look for me For I will be there too
I realize when you arrive, there'll be so much to view
After you've been there ten thousand years, a million, 
maybe two Look for me, for I will be there too
Look for me, for I will be there too

Songwriters: Rusty Goodman
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