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don’s favorite memorized poem

'TWAS BATTERED AND SCARRED, AND THE AUCTIONEER
   THOUGHT IT SCARCELY WORTH HIS WHILE
TO WASTE MUCH TIME ON THE OLD VIOLIN,

   BUT HELD IT UP WITH A SMILE.
"WHAT AM I BIDDEN, GOOD FOLKS," HE CRIED,

  "WHO'LL START THE BIDDING FOR ME?"
"A DOLLAR, A DOLLAR. THEN TWO! ONLY TWO?

   TWO DOLLARS, AND WHO'LL MAKE IT THREE?"

"THREE DOLLARS, ONCE; THREE DOLLARS, TWICE;
   GOING FOR THREE…" BUT NO,

FROM THE ROOM, FAR BACK, A GREY-HAIRED MAN
   CAME FORWARD AND PICKED UP THE BOW;

THEN WIPING THE DUST FROM THE OLD VIOLIN,
   AND TIGHTENING THE LOOSENED STRINGS,

HE PLAYED A MELODY PURE AND SWEET,
   AS A CAROLING ANGEL SINGS.

THE MUSIC CEASED, AND THE AUCTIONEER,
   WITH A VOICE THAT WAS QUIET AND LOW,

SAID: "WHAT AM I BID FOR THE OLD VIOLIN?"
   AND HE HELD IT UP WITH THE BOW.

"A THOUSAND DOLLARS, AND WHO'LL MAKE IT TWO?
   TWO THOUSAND! AND WHO'LL MAKE IT THREE?

THREE THOUSAND, ONCE; THREE THOUSAND, TWICE,
  AND GOING AND GONE," SAID HE.

THE PEOPLE CHEERED, BUT SOME OF THEM CRIED,
  "WE DO NOT QUITE UNDERSTAND.

WHAT CHANGED ITS WORTH?" SWIFT CAME THE REPLY:
  "THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER'S HAND."

AND MANY A MAN WITH LIFE OUT OF TUNE,
   AND BATTERED AND SCARRED WITH SIN,

IS AUCTIONED CHEAP TO THE THOUGHTLESS CROWD
   MUCH LIKE THE OLD VIOLIN.

A "MESS OF POTTAGE," A GLASS OF WINE,
  A GAME — AND HE TRAVELS ON.

HE IS "GOING" ONCE, AND "GOING" TWICE,
  HE'S "GOING" AND ALMOST "GONE."

BUT THE MASTER COMES, AND THE FOOLISH CROWD
  NEVER CAN QUITE UNDERSTAND

THE WORTH OF A SOUL AND THE CHANGE THAT IS WROUGHT
  BY THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER'S HAND.

THE TOUCH OF THE MASTER’S HAND
BY

MYRA BROOKS WELCH


