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RECESSIONAL
OBITUARY

TIONATELY KNOWN AS “SWEET C,” AGE 76, OF GRAND
D ETERNAL REST ON JANUARY 10, 2026, IN ATLANTA,
Al A TO BE WITH THE LORD, WHOM HE LOVED AND
Dy \ S BORN ON NOVEMBER 6, 1949, TO THE LATE ELMO
RLISLE SR. FROM AN EARLY AGE, HE WAS GROUNDED IN FAITH,
FAMILY, AND COMMUNITY.
CLARENCE RECEIVED HIS EARLY EDUCATION AT MADISON PARK ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL AND ATTENDED GRAND RAPIDS CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL. HE CONTINUED
HIS EDUCATION AT FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY, EARNING A BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN
SOCIAL WORK IN 1973, WHERE HE ALSO EXCELLED IN ATHLETICS AND WAS LATER
INDUCTED INTO THE FERRIS STATE BASKETBALL HALL OF FAME. A HARDWORKING
MAN AND SUCCESSFUL ENTREPRENEUR, CLARENCE BELIEVED GOD BLESSED THE
WORK OF HIS HANDS. HE OWNED AND OPERATED SEVERAL BUSINESSES, INCLUDING
CLOTHING AND PARTY STORES, MANAGED MULTIPLE PROPERTIES AS A LANDLORD,
AND WORKED PROFESSIONALLY AT GRAND RAPIDS JOB CORPS, RAPISTAN, AND THE
KENT COUNTY JUVENILE DETENTION CENTER, FROM WHICH HE RETIRED AFTER
YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE.
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A MAN OF FAITH, CLARENCE ALWAYS KEPT GOD FIRST. HE ENJOYED BASKETBALL AND

ks MBE;RSEVERANCE, AND PRAISE AS HE TRUSTED GOD THROUGH EVERY
DECLARES, “I HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED

AS SCRIPTUR
SOURSE, | HAVE KEPT THE FAITH." 2 TIMOTHY 47

DSOME, BUT ALSO KNOWN FOR HIS IMPECCABLE SENSE OF
bRM. WHETHER DRESSEID'TN FINE SUITS OR CAREFULLY
IMSELF WITH INTENTION, AND WHEN HE ENTERED A
RISMA WERE IMMEDIATELY FELT. “FINE AS WINE AND

R o,
SHARP AS A TACK.” Gt

) IN DEATH BY HIS BELOVED PARENTS; FIVE
AND FRANK LAWRENCE; ONE SISTER, EDNA

ROBERTS, WILLIE BEARDS, JOHN RHODES, LACY WALRER

JC. ROBERT EARL, ELM
IFELONG FRIENDS EZE

GONE BEFORE HIM, WE TAKE'COMFORT IN KNOWING THEY ARE REUNIT
PRESENCE. .

HE ALSO LEAVES TO CHERISH HIS MEMORY FOUR DEVOTED SISTERS: LUCILLE BARNES,
RUBY (JOHN) JIMMERSON, KATHLEEN COUCH, AND IRENE EAST, ALONG WITH A HOST
OF NIECES, NEPHEWS, COUSINS, AND FRIENDS. CLARENCE WAS BLESSED WITH LIFELONG
FRIENDSHIPS WITH LARRY COLBERT, LARRY HARPER, DAVID FOSTER SR., LARRY COBBINS,
MglCHAEL TIMMS, RICHARD (DICKIE) JOBE SR., AND JIMMY CARTER, AND SHARED A
SPECIAL BOND WITH HIS TEAMMATES CHARLES FULLER, LEWIS GARNER, DENNIS
JOHNSON, AND LARRY WOLFORD, WHOSE FRIENDSHIP AND LOVE OF THE ?A}ME

REMAINED DEAR TO HIM. é

I ”i/ES TO MOURN AND CELEBRATE HIS LIFE TWO SONS: BRANDON DAVIS (MOTHER,
BARI ARA BAKER) AND GENO CARLISLE (MOTHER, CAMILLE SMITH); ONE DAUGHTER,
MICHELLE (MICHAEL) SPICER (MOTHER, DENISE LUSTER); SIX GRANDCHILDREN:

| ISON, LONDON, MYLES, JORDAN, MASON, AND MILAN; AND THREE GREAT-

% GRANDCHILDREN: KHYLEN, BRAYLEN, AND ZAYLEN.
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CLARENCE HAS COMPLETED HIS EARTHLY JOURNEY AND NOW RESTS IN ETERNAL
PEACE WITH HIS LORD AND SAVIOR. HE WILL BE REMEMBERED FOR HIS LOVE OF
FAMILY, STRONG FRIENDSHIPS, AND UNWAVERING FAITH IN GOD. WHILE WE MOURN
HIS PASSING, WE REJOICE IN THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE THROUGH JESUS CHRIST.
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