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RETHA MAE SCOTT WAS BORN ON MARCH 8, 1939, IN SUNFLOWER, MISSISSIPPI, TO THE LATE SHED AND OLA MAE
ScotT. SHE RELOCATED TO CLEVELAND, OHIO, WITH HER FAMILY WHEN SHE WAS A YOUNG CHILD AND
ATTENDED CLEVELAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS. SHE EXCELLED IN HER ACADEMICS AND EARNED THE
DISTINCTION OF SUMMA CUM LAUDE, ALONG WITH NUMEROUS AWARDS AND HONORS.

FOLLOWING THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF HER MOTHER, RETHA AND SISTER DOROTHY ASSISTED THEIR
FATHER IN RAISING THEIR YOUNGER SIBLINGS, RANDY AND RENEE. THIS PIVOTAL MOMENT HELPED
SHAPE RETHA INTO THE NATURAL NURTURER SHE BECAME KNOWN FOR. SHE ALSO DEVELOPED SKILLS
AS A FANTASTIC COOK, GRADUATED FROM GLENVILLE HIGH SCHOOL, AND OBTAINED EMPLOYMENT
AT CASE WESTERN RESERVE.

AS A YOUNG ADULT, RETHA ACCEPTED CHRIST AND JOINED JONAS TEMPLE CHURCH OF GOD IN
CHRIST. IN 1961, RETHA WAS UNITED IN HOLY MATRIMONY TO HOWARD HILL BY THE LATE BISHOP
Mack E. JONAS, AND TO THIS UNION FIVE CHILDREN WERE BORN. HER CHILDREN WERE THE APPLE
OF HER EYES. AT THE BIRTH OF EACH CHILD, RETHA SUSPENDED WORKING TO STAY AT HOME WITH
HER CHILDREN. SHE WOULD LATER RETURN TO WORK AS AN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY IN ACCOUNTS
RECEIVABLE AT RITE QuicK SHIPPING AND JET LINE TRANSIT CORPORATION. WHEN HER HUSBAND
BECAME ILL, SHE RETIRED FROM CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN SCHOOLS AS AN INSTRUCTIONAL
ASSISTANT TO BECOME HIS FULL-TIME CAREGIVER. SHE TIRELESSLY ASSISTED HIM WITH DIALYSIS
APPOINTMENTS, TRANSPORTATION, AND DAILY LIVING UNTIL HIS DEATH IN 2016. THEY WERE MARRIED
FOR FIFTY-FIVE YEARS.

RETHA SERVED IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES AT JONAS TEMPLE. UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE LATE
BisHor ROBERT L. CHAPMAN, SHE WAS A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER, AM RADIO WEEKLY SERVICE
BROADCAST ANNOUNCER, PURITY CLASS LEADER, ADULT CHOIR MEMBER, YOUTH COALITION LEADER,
AND CHURCH SECRETARY. UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF BisHOP C. L. KIMBROUGH, SHE WAS APPOINTED
AS A MEMBER OF THE MOTHER'S BOARD. STANDING AT MERELY 4'11", RETHA WAS OFTEN CALLED
"SMALL BUT MIGHTY."

SHE FREQUENTLY SPENT SUNDAY AFTERNOONS SERVING IN THE CHURCH KITCHEN, WHERE HER
SPECIALTIES-CANDIED YAMS AND CORNBREAD DRESSING-WERE ALWAYS IN HIGH DEMAND. SHE ALWAYS
HAD AN ENCOURAGING WORD, STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION, AND HAD A SPECIAL
AFFECTION FOR THE YOUTH. SHE WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN CAMPAIGNING FOR OFFSITE SPIRITUAL
RETREATS AND WAS A PART OF THE INAUGURAL YOUTH CAMP COMMITTEE. SHE OFTEN ATTENDED
ANNUAL OVERNIGHT YOUTH RETREATS AT GRAND VALLEY RANCH AND OTHER LOCAL CAMPSITES.

RETHA ENJOYED COOKING, TRAVELING, AND READING NATURAL REMEDY MAGAZINES. ONE OF HER
FAVORITE QUOTES WAS, "IF IT IS TO BE, IT'S UP TO ME."



IN 1990, A ROUTINE PANEL OF MEDICAL TESTS REVEALED AN ABNORMALLY LOW BLOOD COUNT OF
FOUR. FURTHER TESTING CONFIRMED THAT SHE HAD COLON CANCER. RETHA CREDITED HER FAITH
IN GOD FOR HER REMARKABLE RECOVERY. SHE OFTEN TESTIFIED THAT OUT OF FIFTEEN
CHEMOTHERAPY PATIENTS BEING TREATED AT THE TIME, SHE WAS THE ONLY SURVIVOR. SHE STRONGLY
BELIEVED IN SELF-ADVOCACY AND WAS KNOWN TO CONFIDENTLY CHALLENGE MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS
WHEN NECESSARY, EARNING HER THE AFFECTIONATE NICKNAME "DR. RETHA." SHE REMAINED CANCER-
FREE FOR THE REST OF HER LIFE.

RETHA LIVED A RICH AND ABUNDANT LIFE. SHE ATTENDED THE HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
GRADUATIONS OF HER OFFSPRING, COACHED HER DAUGHTERS THROUGH LABOR AND DELIVERY, RALLIED
BEHIND HER SONS, AND CONTINUALLY ENCOURAGED OTHERS TO TRUST IN GOD. SHE WAS QUOTED IN
THE JOURNEY OF A PHENOMENAL WOMAN, VOLUME II, SAYING:

"SOMETIMES, SITUATIONS COME INTO YOUR LIFE THAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND. HOWEVER, YOU
MUST TRUST GOD AND ALLOW HIM TO HAVE FULL CONTROL-EVEN IN THE DARKEST HOURS. BEING
SAVED, FILLED WITH THE HoLy GHOST, AND LOVING THE LORD DOESN'T EXEMPT ANYONE FROM
SORROW, SICKNESS, OR TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS. "

AFTER A PROLONGED ILLNESS, RETHA WENT PEACEFULLY FROM LABOR TO REWARD ON MARCH 4,
2026, IN HER PRIVATE RICHMOND HEIGHTS RESIDENCE. SHE WAS ABLE TO TRANSITION IN COMFORT
DUE TO THE UNWAVERING LOVE AND SUPPORT OF HER CHILDREN, ESPECIALLY HER YOUNGEST, DAVID,
WHO WAS HER CONSTANT CHAMPION, PERSONAL CHEF, COMEDIAN, AND DAILY WORSHIP LEADER.

RETHA WAS PRECEDED IN DEATH BY HER BELOVED HUSBAND, HOWARD HILL; AND HER SONS, TITUS
LAMAR HiLL AND HOWARD CHRISTOPHER HILL, JR.

SHE LEAVES TO CHERISH HER PRECIOUS MEMORIES HER LOVING CHILDREN: ANGELA JORDAN (DANIEL),
APRIL SAXON (EDWARD), AND DavID HILL; AND HER SON OF THE HEART, STEPHEN LOTT (TRACIE).
SHE IS ALSO SURVIVED BY HER SISTERS: DOROTHY JOHNSON (THE LATE JACK JOHNSON), RENEE ADAMS,
AND PAMELA WOOTON (JAMES); HER BROTHER, RANDOLPH ScoOTT (VIVIAN); HER STEPMOTHER,
OVERA SCOTT; HER BROTHER-IN-LAW, NATHANIEL HILL; AND FIERCE PROTECTOR, TAZ THE DOG.

RETHA'S LEGACY ALSO LIVES ON THROUGH HER 10 GRANDCHILDREN, 5 GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN, AND
A HOST OF NIECES, NEPHEWS, COUSINS, AND DEAR FRIENDS WHO WILL FOREVER CHERISH HER MEMORY.

Lovingly Submitted,
The Family
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SHE WAS DIFFERENT

She was different, she was special, unique in a thousand ways,
She was giving, she was loving, and we’ll miss her all our days.

There are those who covet fame and court it like a beau,
There are those who covet wealth, kneeling in its glow,

But she was different... There are some who strive for praise;
they yearn for world applause,

There are some who chase sweet comfort as their one and
only cause, But she was different...

There are some who race for power, sure ‘twill bring them joy,
Some who long for pleasure, seeing time as an endless toy,
But she was different...

Her legacy was friendship, she was so giving of her time,
Her bequest was her faith in God, her children: her books of rhyme.

She knew sorrow in great measure, and was stung by illness, too,
But neither could defeat her, nothing her faith subdue.

And when she heard death coming, she didn’t cower in fear,
Instead she called out boldly, “My Lord, I'm over here.”

“I'm going home to be with mother,” she told me, her eyes aglow,
“I'll see my dad and husband, they’re waiting there, I know.”

Of course, the Lord will welcome her, with His angels magnifying
The beauty of that celestial place, devoid of pain and crying.

And so instead of mourning as we remember her this hour,
We really should be celebrating the blooming of a flower.

For heaven will be much richer When she puts her pen to thyme,
Describing golden avenues with lyricalness sublime.

But forgive us, Lord, for pining, for wishing she were here,
It’s hard to give up someone we have come to love so dear. Because you see~

She was different, she was special, unique in a thousand ways,
She was loving, she was giving, and we’ll miss her, miss her, miss her, all our days.

Services of Comfort entrusted to:

atsen s Funeral FHome

www.WatsonsFuneralHome.com
10913 Superior Ave. ~ Cleveland, Ohio 44106
Telephone (216) 721-0066




