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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The family of Reverend Dre. Riclard L. Sadler. Sv. appreciates your kind words contfoning presence, and
thoughuful gestures that lave broughs ue strength and peace when we necded it meost. Whetlver it was
through a call, visit, prayer or act of kintlnema, each eapresaion of lote has meant more to us
than woreds e fully express,
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OBITUARY

Reverend Dr. Richard Lagere Sadler, Sr., was born on February 19, 1938, in Clover, South
Carolina, the first of three childeen born to the late Luke LI. Sadler and Margaret Adams
Sadler. Affcctionately known as “Sadler® by his family and friends, from his carliest days
he was known for his warm spirit, strong faith, and deep love for his family and
community. Sadler was educated in the public schools of York County, where he
graduated from Roosevelt High School with howors in May 1933, He auended Benedict
College in Columbia, SC, where he received a Bachelor of Arts in Social Studies in May
1939. Sadler was a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., having been initiated into
the Epsilon Epsilon Chapter in 1937, a brotlierhood he proudly carcied throughont his life
and one that would impire a multinide of family members to follow in hig footsteps,
including his three sons.

Following his cducation, Sadler answered the call to serve his country in the United States
Army, where he gained esperience as a radar and computer operator, a Chaplain’s
Assistant, and a gified singer with the Army Choral Group.

Upon separation from the military, Sadler met the love of his life, Shelvin Jean Tillerson,
in November 1962 at a district teacher meeting in Union, SC. The two married the
following year on june 22. 1963, and would later be blessed with three sons: twins Richard
Il and Reginald, followed by Rodrick.

Sadler began his teaching career, which spanned 34 years in Spartanburg District 2, where
he served across a multitude of roles including teacher, assistant principal, principal, and
assistant to the District Superintendent as Director of Pupil Services. He furthered his
cducation by auending Clemson University and Converse College, where he received his
Master of Arts in Teaching. Principal’s Certificate, and Education Specialist Certification.

A faithful servam, Sadler answered the call from Cod to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in 1970. He began his pastoral carcer at Corinth Baptist Church of Union, SC in 1971,
where he faithfully served for six years. He would then accept the

THE BROKEN CHAIN

We litde knew that morning
That God was going to call your name.
In life, we loved you dearly
In death, we do the same.

To some, you may be forgotten,
To others, part of the past,
To us who loved and lost you
Your memory will always last.

It broke our hearts to lose you
You did nor go alone
For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.

You left us peaceful memories,
Your love is still our gnide
And though we
cannor see you
You are always
at our side.

A heart of gold
stopped beating,
Two smiling eyes laid to rest.
God broke our hearts
to prove Lo us
He only takes the best!




pastoral position at Zion Hill Baptist Church of Inman, SC in 1976, where he would
serve with distinction for 47 years. Sadler furthered his theological training by
attending the Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, NC.
Sadler was also bestowed an Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree from the NJ

Brockman School of Theology.

Sadler served as President of the Spartanburg County Congress of Christian
Education for fifreen years, a role that reflected both his heart for ministry and his
lifelong dedication to education.

On Wednesday, May 6, 2026, God gently closed Sadler’s eyes and whispered, “Thy
will is done,” as he transitioned peacefully from his earthly home to God's
promised land surrounded by his family.

in addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by his beloved brothers,
Reverend Kenneth (Mlidred) Sadler and Douglas (Lenora) Sadler; and his brothers
and sisters-in-love, Ruth (Ray) Blackley, Elouise (Enoch) Miller, James Tillerson,
Alvin Tillerson, and Benny McDowell.

Those left to celebrate his life and cherish his precious memories include his
beloved wife of 63 years, Shelvia Jean Tillerson Sadler: three sons, Richaed Sadler
Il of Columbia, SC, Reginald Sadler, Sr. of Blythewvod, SC, and Rodrick (Shayla)
Sadler, Sr. of Simpronville, SC; seven grandchildren, Regan, Riyah, Rachel,
Richard 111, Reginald Il. Rodrick Jr. (R]). and Rylee Grace: one great-grandchild,
Alaia: sisters and brothers-in-love Tillic Stanford, Elbert (Mildred) Tillerson,
Gertie Tillerson, Josie McDowell, Ann (Flavours) McMilllan, Thomas (Phyllis)
Tillerson, Bena (Converse) Waddell, Linda (Lucious) Buckinan, Brenda (Truman)
Williams, Dorothy $ims, Kenneth (Cathy) Tillerson; a special nephow, Lec Sims,
and a host of other relatives and dear friends who will forever hold him close to
their hearts.

Though Sadler’s physical presence will be deeply missed, his spirit, faith, and
legacy will live on in cach of us forever.

Ephesians 6:10-12

i Finally, be arung in the Lord and in his mighty power. u Put ou the full armur of God, sv that you can
toky your stand aguinst the deail's schemes 1 For our struggle is not agains! flesh and biwod. but ugeinst
the rulers. agoins? the autharities, aguins¢ the powers of this dark world and against the spirituil forces
of evil in the heawznly reulm:.




ORDER OF SERVICE

PRELUDE s

PR P R N R o

MILITARY FUNERAL RITES

MUSICAL SELECTION.....

PRAYER OF COMFORT...

OLD TESTANMENT
Lamentations 3:22-26

NEW TESTAMENT ..o
John 141.7

MG A PR AN e o

REMARKS

ZION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH....

~MUSICIAN

—THE FAMILY

S T s e JON FIILL ENSEMBLE
‘Neur the Cros”™

.REV. BLAKELY N. SCOT1
First Nazareth Bagtist Chuich, Coluinbis, SC

RiV. DR, BOoBBY CALDWELL
Mt. Pleasant Bapgtist Church, laman, SC

. «REV. ASHIAD RECTOR
/lon Hdl D.thhl Church, lnaan, SC

DR AMY THLLERSON BROWN
KENTON THLEISON

REV. LEROY FOWLER

ZION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH lm STEE.. ooy TEATME FFIONIAS
ZION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH ()(.v\<.ur\..... S— e o 1\ \V] 3 (2 { Ve a A W R

SON.

CRANDBDAUGEITER. . ereroormmarsrmasrermremmrerems .
R N S N e e e e s

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS........

MUSICAL SELECTION.cmiaccsmiasans
'\/unr Fa :h I)nu "

WORDS OF COMPORT i

RGBS SN AL

RODRICK SADLER
L RECAN SADLER
RICHARD SADLER 111

SARAH SINAMONS

e ZION HILL ENSEMBLE

~REV. JAMES SPLAWN

\Il Smm ilaplnl(hurcl) Spartanbueg, SC

THE FAMILY

A GENTLE GOOBPBYE

Do not weep for me, my dear,

I am still with you, always near.
You’'ll find me in the morning light,
And in the stars that shine at night.

I am the whisper in the breeze,
The quiet calm among the trees.

I am the warmth the sun will bring,
The gentle song the robins sing.

Though my journey’s reached its end,
My love lives on, my soul transcends.
So when you smile, please think of me

I'm at peace, and I am free.




