
In Loving Memory Of 

Larry Neil Knutson 

June 30, 1945  ~  July 16, 2023 

The family invites you to join them for lunch and fellowship  

at the Vale Community Club, following the committal. 

Thank you for your presence and condolences. 

     Larry Neil Knutson, 78, of Vale, South Dakota, passed away July 16, 2023 at 

the University of Colorado Medical Center of the Rockies, Loveland, Colorado. 

     Larry was the first born to Allan and Clara (Weyrich) Knutson. He was born 

in Deadwood, SD, on June 30, 1945. He attended various schools including 

Marcus, Bear Butte Valley, Empire and graduated from Vale High School in 

1963. 

     During his high school years, he sold his Shetland pony so he could buy his 

first car, a yellow Ford Fairlane. Also, during his high school years, he worked for 

a neighbor, Ray Murray, performing various duties. This was the start of his love 

for farming. 

     In 1965 he was drafted into the US Army. He served one year overseas 

during the Vietnam War and was honorably discharged in 1967. 

     Larry married Dona (the Love of his life) Philipsen in December 1968. To 

this union three children were born; Deon, Theresa, and Allan. 

     In 1975 Larry wanted to “Live the American Dream” and become a farmer. 

Times were pretty challenging during the 1980’s, but he lowered his head and 

attacked it straight on! He raised wheat, alfalfa, corn and small grains. He tried 

raising hogs for a time, but soon gave that idea up and went to sheep and cattle. 

Farming 2,400 acres became labor intensive, but thanks to his wife and three 

kids, he was able to fulfill his dream.  

     Larry served on the Butte County ASCS board for several years. He was also 

active in the VFW at Newell. Most recently he was the president of the Vale 

Community Club. 

     Larry is survived by his wife of 54 years, Dona of Vale, SD; sons, Deon 

(Doranna) of Vale, Allan (Becky) of Keystone, SD, and daughter, Theresa 

(Brian) of Rapid City, SD; brothers, Jerry (Joelen) of Sundance, WY and Dale 

(Gail) of Vale; sisters, Janet (Robert) of Sturgis, SD, Darlene of Sturgis, Kathy 

(Greg) of Vale, and Shirley of Arizona; grandchildren, Rachel, Devon, Wyatt, 

Kally, and Seth; four extended grandchildren, eight great grandchildren, and 

numerous nieces and nephews. 

     He was preceded in death by his parents, Allan and Clara; his wife’s parents, 

Raymond and Rachel; infant brother, Tommy; Brother-in-law, Arlie Mullins; and 

sister-in-law, Lois “Cookie” Knutson. 

     In lieu of flowers memorials have been established to the Vale Fire 

Department, Vale Cemetery, and the Vale Community Club. 

     Condolences may be sent to the family at www.kinkadefunerals.com. 



 

In Loving Memory Of 

Larry Neil Knutson 

Born    
June 30, 1945 

Deadwood, South Dakota 

 
 

Died 
July 16, 2023 

Loveland, Colorado 

 

 

Funeral Service 
Tuesday, July 25, 2023, 10:00 a.m. 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Sturgis, South Dakota 

 

 

Officiants 
Pastor Harold Delbridge          Pastor Kevin Jensen 

 
 

Musicians 
Danny Chapman     Marlene Kotab 

 
 

Special Music 
“Precious Memories”     “Daddy Was Never a Cadillac Kind” 

 
 

Pallbearers 
Richard Mullins     Jeffrey Johnson     Karl Knutson 

Lyle Wetz     Sandy Hanson     Dan Dunn 
 
 

Military Honors 
SD Army National Guard 

Spearfish Volunteer Honor Guard 

 
 

Final Resting Place 
Black Hills National Cemetery 

Sturgis, South Dakota 

Someone is Missing 

Let this be a loving reminder 
That someone is missing today, 

Someone our hearts still hold on to, 
As we travel along life’s way. 

Someone who made life so special, 
For all those who gather here, 

Someone who won’t be forgotten 

But cherished from year to year. 
And now, as we pause to remember, 

Let us fondly recall, 
How dearly each of us loved him, 

And oh, how he loved us all! 


