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Life is just a steppingstone. A pause before we make it to our Heavenly home. A simple place to
rest and be until we reach eternity. Everyone has a life journey. A path to take with lots to see.
God guides our steps along the way, and we were never meant to stay.

Thus, it was with 912 a@dﬁurg\j/j}ess, who was just passing through and was never
meant to stay, departed his earthly home on Saturday, April 26, 2025, at 6:41 p.m. to spend
eternity in his Heavenly home.

He was born March 20, 1931, in Neshoba County to the late Hunter Hudson and Mary
Wess. He was the fifth child born out of seven children. He is preceded in death by four
children, Ricky, Mark, Gloria and Susie Wess, grandson, Genesis (Bear) Wess, his parents,
Hunter Hudson and Mary Wess, two sisters, Jimmie Lee Hadley, Lula Grace Cobbs four
brothers, Mozell Slaughter, Elester, Alberta and James Hermon Wess.

Dr. Wess graduated from Beashie High School in 1952 and was employed with Chahta
Enterprise most of his life. He joined the Pleasant Valley M.B. Church at a young age and
remained a faithful member until his death. He united in Holy Matrimony to Emma Ree
Carter in 1952, a marriage that lasted over 72 years. He could often be heard saying that
their marriage did not consist of Sunday School and prayer service every day, but God saw
them through and with this union eight (8) children were born.

After being called into the ministry, he became the pastor of Greenfield Missionary Baptist
Church of Philadelphia, MS where he gracefully dedicated over thirty-four years of service
with love and compassion. His slogan was “There are many fields: pea fields, hay fields
and cornfields, but there was no other field like Greenfield.” Dr. Wess was awarded an
Honorary Doctoral degree in 2012 by New Foundation Theological Seminary for his work
in ministry.

Dr. Wess leaves to celebrate and treasure his memories of his wife Emma Wess, two
sons, Dolphette Wess of Pascagoula, Mississippi, and Stanley Dale Wess of Philadelphia,
Mississippi, two daughters, Mary McKee of Carthage, MS, and Pamela (Harold) Hathorn of
Philadelphia, Mississippi, a special granddaughter whom he helped raise, Tenisha (Reggie)
Moore, four grandchildren, twelve great-grandchildren and two great-great grandchildren,
seven sisters- in- law, Walterine (Dr. Robert) Denmark of Philadelphia, Mississippi, Francis
Wess of Brandon, Mississippi, Kathy Carter of Philadelphia, Mississippi, Girtha Carter of
Moss Point, Mississippi, Clara Carter of Jackson, Mississippi and Monica Carter of San
Jose, California, Johnny (William) Cottrell of Chicago, Illinois, many nieces, nephews,
loved ones and friends.
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A million times [’ve needed you. A million times I’ve
cried. If love alone could have saved you, you never would
have died In life I’ loved you dearl ' ',"ln death I love ‘yia"u
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