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Don’t grieve for me  

For now I’m free. 

I’m following the path  

God laid for me. 

I took His hand  

When I heard Him call. 

I turned my back  

And left it all. 

I could not stay another day 

To laugh, to love,  

To work or play. 

Tasks left undone  

Must stay that way; 

I found my place  

At the close of day. 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with  

Remembered joys. 

A friendship shared,  

A laugh, a kiss- 

Ah yes, these things  

I too shall miss. 

Be not burdened  

With times of sorrow. 

I wish you  

The sunshine of tomorrow. 

My life’s been full,  

I savoured much- 

Good friends, good times,  

A loved one’s touch. 

Perhaps my life  

                               
 

                                     Mr. Bernard Byrd was born in Laurens County, South Carolina 

on December 25th, 1953 to the late Rosa Bell Franklin. He was raised by the late Luck Byrd 

and was one of six siblings. 
 

He attended the public schools of Laurens County, South Carolina. 
 

Mr. Byrd was a member of Mount Moriah Missionary Baptist Church in Clinton, South 

Carolina where he served faithfully on the Deacon Board. 
 

“Byrd” or “B,” as he was lovingly called by all who knew and loved him, retired after 

many years of employment from Anderson Hardwood Floors. 
 

In addition to his mother, Rosa B. Franklin, he was preceded in death by his 

granddaughter, Mya Sullen; and three brothers: Harold Cohen, William Cohen, and 

Eugene Cohen. 
 

On Friday, June 12, 2026, at his home in Laurens County, South Carolina with his wife 

by his side, Deacon Bernard Byrd transitioned from earth to eternity to be with his Lord 

and Savior at the blessed age of seventy-two. 
 

He leaves to cherish his heartfelt memories his loving wife, Tammy Smith-Byrd of the 

home; three daughters: Queeyonda (Dennis) Hardy of Laurens SC, Shakara (Dennis) 

Sullen of Florence SC, and Amber (Di’Markus) Sanders of Laurens SC; two sisters: 

Mammie (Leroy) Dendy and Angela (Darrell) Sims both of Laurens SC; five grandchildren: 

Ja’Nya Pendermon, Makayla Jenkins, Tiyonna Jones, Sanaa Smith, and Harmony Sanders 

all of Laurens SC; and a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends. 

 

 
 In God ’s Perfect Peace 
 

You’ve entered into perfect rest, where weary souls are truly blessed. 

No more sorrow, no more pain, just heaven’s joy and endless gain. 

The Lord has gently called your name, and welcomed you with love the same. 

The angels sang as you drew near, and wiped away your every tear. 

 

Though we remain on earthly ground, your faith and love still linger ’round. 

In every prayer and hymn we raise; we feel your spirit join in praise. 

Until we reach that holy shore, where sorrow’s gone forevermore, 

We’ll cherish all the love you gave, and trust in Christ who heals and saves. 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

    
 

 

 





 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                
      

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dr. Darlene Myers, Presiding 

Musical Prelude                                     

Processional                                                                              Clergy and Family 

Solo                                                                                Minister Lizia Garlington 

Scripture 

Old Testament                             Psalm 23                                        Minister Jalesa Dillard  

New Testament                                                             Minister Dermont Watson 

Prayer of Comfort                                                                       Dr. Darlene Myers 

Solo                                                                             Reverend Herry Mansel, Jr. 

 

REMARKS/REFLECTIONS 
Two Minutes Please 

Mr. Robert Elmore         

Mr. Dennis Sullen, Sr.            Mr. Di’Markus Sanders, Son-in-law          

Acknowledgement                                                        Mack Rice Funeral Home Staff 

Obituary Read Silently 

Solo                                                                                         Bishop Alan Goggins 

Words of Comfort                                                          Reverend Kenneth Murray, Jr. 

Closing Prayer                                                                                                      Minister 

Committal Service                                                                                             

      Prayer, Committal, and Benediction                                                              

Recessional 

 

         Interment  
                         Private 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Honoring Lives • Embracing Families 
314 Owings Street 

Laurens, South Carolina 29360 
 

 

 

The family of the late Deacon Bernard Byrd would like to express our deepest appreciation to 

each of you. Words are inadequate to express the humbleness and gratefulness we feel toward 

all our friends who consoled us during our bereavement. Your prayers, your love, your 

presence, and services have sustained us. May God continuously bless you all and your families 

as you have blessed us.    ~ The Family ~ 
 


