The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. Though we walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, We will fear no evil: for Thou art with us.
In Thy Father’s house are many mansions; Thou hast gone to prepare a place for Thy own. Let not our
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord: They rest from their labours, and their works do follow
them. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.

Thou shalt wipe away all tears from their eyes; Death shall be no more, nor sorrow, nor crying. For
the former things are passed away.

So in sure and certain hope of the resurrection unto eternal life, We commend this soul into Thy
everlasting care, Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

-Unknown

Forest Lawn Memorial Gardens
5600 E Broad St, Columbus, OH 43213

PALLBEARERS

Sean Morton ~ Mark Jackson ~ Dwayne Gilles
James Benevenutti ~ Jose Benevenutti ~ Joshua Strain

A WORD OF THANKS

The family of Laura Bell Morton thanks you from the depths of our hearts for your love,
prayers, and kindness. Your support has comforted us in our sorrow and reminded us of how
deeply Laura was loved. We are truly grateful for every gesture of care as we honor her
beautiful life and memory.
With love and appreciation,

~The Morton Family~
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Laura Bell Morton, age 81, peacefully transitioned on January 13, 2026, in Columbus, Ohio. She was born
on August 22, 1944, in Sullivan, West Virginia, to Toney Jackson and Marie (Hicks) Jackson.

Laura was a woman of strength, grace, and unwavering love for her family. She lived a full life rooted in
dedication, service, and joy. She graduated from Beckley High School in West Virginia in 1962. Shortly
after high school, she attended vocational school, where she trained as a field technician. Laura later
discovered her passion for cooking and went on to complete culinary school.

In 1964, Laura met the love of her life, Samuel Morton, at a social event in West Virginia. Their union
blossomed into a lifelong partnership built on love, commitment, and friendship. Together, they later made

Columbus, Ohio their home. ' . ‘ - -

In the early 1970s, Laura joined Bethany Baptist Church, where she grew in faith and fellowship. Her

church family was an important part of her life, and her faith helped guide her actions, relationships, and
service to others. - ~

In 1975, Laura began a long and meaningful career as a bus driver with the Columbus City Schools. She
served faithfully until her retirement in 2006 from the Columbus, Ohio Board of Education. Her
dedication to her work and care for the children she transported left a lasting impact on many families.

Laura embraced life fully and enjoyed staying active and engaged. She was a proud member of bowling
and softball teams, loved fishing, and found joy in video games and crossword puzzles. She had a sweet
spirit, a quick sense of humor, and a warm, outgoing personality that drew people to her. Laura was giving,
strong, uplifting, and a natural leader. Above all, she was a great friend who showed up for others with love
and encouragement.

Laura carried many cherished titles throughout her life: wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother,
sister, and aunt. Each role was fulfilled with devotion and pride.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Toney Jackson and Marie (Hicks) Jackson, and her siblings:
James Turner, Robert Turner, Walter Jackson, Toney Jackson Jr., Mable Turner, Don Jackson, and Robert
Jackson.

Laura leaves to cherish her memory her loving husband, Samuel Morton; her daughter, Lynette Morton;
her grandchildren, Sean Morton and Shabriea Morton-Winters; and her great-grandchildren, Aniaya
Morton, Elijah Morton, Alexander Morton, and Jaylen Morton. She is also survived by her siblings Norma
(Clarence) Purdue, Rose Curry, and Ray Jackson, along with many nieces, nephews, extended family
members, and friends who will forever hold her close in their hearts.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”
— John 3:16 (KJV)
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The Chapel Of Peace Music Ministry

SERVICE

Marlan Gary Funeral Home
The Chapel of Peace, East
5456 E. Livingston Ave.

Columbus, OH 43232

Organ Prelude
Parting View
Immediate Family

Scripture Reading
Minister Anthony D. McSawin

Prayer
Wendie Martin

Selection

Song selection-Singer Danielle Avery

Acknowledgement/ Condolences

Remarks
Family/friends

Reading of Obituary
Silent Reading

Selection
His Eye on The Sparrow
Danielle Avery

The Eulogy
Minister Anthony D. McSawin

Benediction
Minister Anthony D. McSawin

Recessional
Clergy, Family and Friends



