
Celebrating  the  Life  of 

Gladys  Svobodny 

1928   —   2025 

      Gladys Elaine Svobodny was born on July 29, 1928, to Carl and Anna (Flatebo) 
Alvig in Dovre Township, Kandiyohi County, Minnesota. She was baptized at Ea-
gle Lake Lutheran Church in rural Willmar and confirmed at Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Willmar. 

      Gladys attended rural grade school at District #62, Dovre Township through 
the eighth grade, then attended Willmar High School, graduating in 1946. After 
high school, Gladys did secretarial work for an accounting firm and worked for a 
time at Northwestern Bell. 

      It was during this time that Gladys met the love of her life, Clyde Svobodny. 
They courted after meeting at the local roller rink and were joyfully united in 
marriage on June 12, 1948, at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Willmar. They were 
married for 76 years, until Clyde’s passing in 2024. 

      Gladys and Clyde resided in Danube until 1950, when they moved to Willmar. 
Gladys continued to work after she was married also finding opportunities to 
contribute to her community. As a member of St. Mary’s, Gladys helped serve 
funeral lunches, attended Bible study groups, and served as wedding coordinator 
and eucharistic minister to the homebound. Gladys’ Norwegian heritage was 
very important to her, leading to her active membership in the Norwegian or-
ganizations Vestlandslag and Hardangerlag. She cherished her trip to Norway to 
visit her mother’s ancestral home. 

      Their four children and eventually, grandchildren, were the center of Gladys’ 
world. Gladys’ fierce love for her family led her to cherish the times around her 
table with them. Known for her delicious cooking, she would prepare for days 
before family gatherings, making sure she had everyone’s favorite treats and 
dishes. 

      Loved ones will remember and miss Gladys’ spunk and quick wit, practicality 
and kindness, and lived examples of faith. Though she tended to fret about eve-
ryone’s well-being, her courage, strong values and beliefs saw her through life’s 
ups and downs. She was known to say, “I’m a tough Norwegian!” 

      She is survived by three children, Michael (Miriam) of Alexandria, James (Kay) 
of Mankato and Daniel (Lisa) of Brookings, SD.; nine grandchildren, John 
(Jeannie) Svobodny, Eric (Molly) Svobodny, Kristen (Mitch) Quick, Julie (Shain) 
Golyer, Mike (Jenny) Curtis, Sarah Johnson, Jordan Svobodny, Alexander Svobod-
ny and Geoffrey Svobodny, and eight great-grandchildren, besides several be-
loved nieces and nephews. 

      Gladys was preceded in death by her husband, Clyde Svobodny; her parents; 
two sisters, Mildred Brandt and Beatrice Frankus; one brother, Gerald Alvig; one 
daughter, Mary Aistrup; a son-in-law, James Curtis and several in-laws. 

 



In  Loving  Memory  Of 

Gladys  E.  Svobodny 
July 29, 1928            October 30, 2025 

Willmar, Minnesota                   Willmar, Minnesota 

 

Mass  of  Christian  Burial 

Friday, November 7, 2025   -   11:00 a.m. 

Church of St. Mary 

Willmar, Minnesota 

 

Celebrant 

Fr. Ron Huberty 

 

Music 

Pianist:  Neil Haugen 

St. Mary’s Resurrection Choir 

 

Opening Song:  Beautiful Savior 

Psalm Responsorial:  Psalm 23—Shepherd Me, O God 

Preparation of Gifts:  All Is Well  With  My Soul 

Communion:  What A Friend We Have In Jesus 

Song of Farewell:  Old Hundredth 

Closing Song:  Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 

Casketbearers 

Gladys’s Beloved Grandchildren 

 

Interment 

St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery 

Willmar, Minnesota 

For God so loved the world 

that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in Him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.  

    

      -John 3:16 


