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REMEMBERING
THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF

Montal 
Lawayne Montal Barner was born on December 3, 1976, in Pomona, California, to the late William 
Harry Barner, Jr. and Gwiin Collier Correa. From an early age, his mother, Gwiin, and his grandmother, 
Esther Roberts Collier, instilled in him the importance of having a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. His faith remained an important part of his life, and he found a church home at New Creation 
Outreach Ministries, where he was warmly embraced, loved, and accepted as family.

Following his parents' separation and his mother's marriage to Richard Webb, the family relocated to 
Hawaii, where Lawayne spent several of his formative years. Even as a young boy, his strength and 
determination were evident. After falling from the roof while trying to avoid trouble, he amazed everyone 
with his toughness and ability to endure pain—qualities that would define him throughout his life.

When the family later moved to Sacramento, California, Lawayne attended Highlands High School and 
graduated in 1994. He excelled in football and developed a lifelong passion for weight training and 
physical fitness.

Answering the call to serve his country, Lawayne enlisted in the United States Air Force on March 2, 
1995. During a distinguished military career spanning 20 years and 29 days, he completed two deploy-
ments to Iraq, three deployments to Afghanistan, and served in South Korea before retiring honorably in 
April 2015. He thrived within the structure, discipline, and camaraderie of military life and earned 
numerous commendations and medals, including the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, in 
recognition of his faithful and courageous service.

While stationed in Valdosta, Georgia, Lawayne met Sharon McNeill in 1997. 
They later married and were blessed with two children: their daughter, 
Amaria Chantil Barner, born on March 10, 1999, and, after relocating to Las 
Vegas in December 2000, their son, Lawayne Barner, Jr., born on January 
20, 2002.
As life unfolded, Lawayne was blessed with another precious gift when he 
and Tyesha O'Neal welcomed their daughter, Ariannah Lashay Barner, on 
March 15, 2012.

In September 2013, Lawayne married Brittany Stanford. Their marriage 
was blessed with the birth of their daughter, Landyn Marie Barner, on 
April 22, 2019. Together, they built a loving home and shared many 
cherished memories as they raised their family.

Never one to stop growing, Lawayne continued his education after 
retiring from military service. He earned his master's degree on June 1, 
2019, while continuing his career as a Department of Defense civilian 
employee, serving in the same field to which he had dedicated his 
military career.
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Renard Morris Sr.

Lawayne lived life with passion and purpose. Known for his physical strength, he loved 
working out, playing sports, riding his bicycle, and taking long walks. He had an 
incredible talent for building and collecting LEGO® sets, especially his extensive 
Transformers collection. He also enjoyed restoring, collecting, and driving 
classic cars. Mechanically gifted, he loved working on automobiles and 
once seriously considered opening his own automotive shop before his 
health began to decline. He was a devoted fan of the Las Vegas Raiders and 
the Los Angeles Dodgersand could often be found cheering on his favorite 
teams.

In 2023, Lawayne began the greatest battle of his life after being diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma. For three and a half years, he fought with extraordinary courage, 
determination, and unwavering faith. Though the disease relentlessly challenged 
his body, it never conquered his spirit. Throughout his journey, he inspired those 
around him with his resilience, his deep love for his family, and his steadfast trust 
in God. On June 28, 2026, surrounded by the love of his family, Lawayne peace-
fully entered the presence of his Lord and Savior, whom he faithfully loved and 
served.

Lawayne was a devoted son, brother, father, grandfather, uncle, great-uncle, 
cousin, and loyal friend. He loved deeply, gave generously, and was 
fiercely protective of those he cared about. His strength, kind heart, 
infectious smile, quiet determination, and unforgettable sense of 
humor will forever remain in the hearts of all who knew and 
loved him.

He was preceded in death by his father, William Harry 
Barner, Jr.; his grandparents, Wilbur Young, Esther 
Roberts Collier, and Lucille Barner; his aunts, Wilma 
Barner, Jean Barner, and Michelle Barner; and his 
sister, Myra Barner.

He leaves to cherish his precious memory his loving 
mother, Gwiin Correa; his brothers, Lamont Webb, 
Latrelle Barner, Raymond Barner, Bryon Barner, 
Jermaine Barner, Derrick Barner, Eric Barner, and 
William Barner, Jr.; his sisters, Tiffany Barner, Brandy 
Barner, and Jamila Barner; his beloved children, 
Amaria Barner, Lawayne Barner, Jr., Ariannah Barner, 
and Landyn Barner; his cherished granddaughter, 
Samara Kimathi Smith; and a host of nieces, nephews, 
cousins, extended family members, and lifelong 
friends.

Lawayne lived as a warrior, served as a warrior, and 
fought as a warrior. His military service reflected his 
commitment to his country, while his courageous battle 
with cancer reflected his unwavering faith and determina-
tion. Though his earthly battle has ended, his legacy of 
courage, perseverance, faith, and unconditional love will contin-
ue to inspire all who were blessed to know him.

"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith." — 2 Timothy 4:7
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CELEBRATING
THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF

Montal 
Words of Welcome

Pastor Durand Simpson
 

Scripture Reading
        Old Testament - NCOM Minister
        New Testament - NCOM Minister

 
Prayer

NCOM Minister
 

Musical Selection
“His Eye is on the Sparrow” - Sharon Howard

 
Poem

Ariannah Barner
 

Obituary
Amaria Barner

 
Acknowledges of Cards & Condolences

Gwiin Correa
 

Reflections
(Family & Friends) 2 minutes limit

 
Musical Selection

“The Center of my Joy” - Landyn Barner
 

Poem - Remembered
Lawayne Barner, Jr.

 
Musical Selection

NCOM Men's Chior
 

Video Tribute
 

Eulogy
Associate Pastor Stephen Gary

 
Benediction

Associate Pastor Stephen Gary
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Pallbearers
Lamont Webb | Lawayne Barner, Jr.

Eric Barner | Jermaine Barner
Joe Arrendondo | JohnWashington

Byron McNair

Honorary Pallbearers
The Men of New Creation Outreach Ministries

With Love and Appreciation
The family of Lawayne Montal Barner gratefully acknowledges and sincerely thanks each of you 
for every expression of love, kindness, and compassion shown during this season of our great loss. 
Your visits, prayers, comforting words, cards, flowers, meals, telephone calls, text messages, and 
thoughtful social media tributes have been a tremendous source of strength and encouragement. We 

are deeply grateful for your love and support.

Our heartfelt appreciation goes to Giddens Memorial Chapel for the exceptional care and
dignity shown to Lawayne and our family, and for creating such a beautiful tribute to honor our 

beloved soldier.

We extend our deepest gratitude to Pastor D. Simpson and the New Creation Outreach
Ministries family for faithfully walking alongside Lawayne and our family with unwavering love, 
prayer, encouragement, and spiritual support. Your ministry has been a true reflection of Christ's 

love.

A special thank you to the Men's Ministry for consistently uplifting Lawayne, encouraging his 
heart, strengthening his faith, and faithfully standing beside him throughout his courageous 

journey. Your brotherhood meant more to him than words can express.

Throughout this journey, God has taught us to trust Him in every circumstance and to lean ever 
more deeply on His Holy Word. Though our hearts are broken, we rejoice in the hope we have 
through Jesus Christ and His finished work on the cross. We praise God for His sustaining grace, 

His unfailing love, and the promise of eternal life.

May our Heavenly Father richly bless each of you for the kindness you have shown our family.
We will forever be grateful.

2737 N Lamb Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 89115
(702) 982-8670 

www.giddensmemorialchapel.com



Remembered
I don't know why it happened, no reason could suffice

But those who've served their purpose, are called to paradise.
To us it seems so senseless But God, He had a plan 

We'll never understand it For that's the curse of man.
It's faith we must hold on to, that's how our spirits grow 

And even though we miss him, We've got to let him go he’ll alwaysbe here with us 
No matter where we roam, so cherished and remembered.
Within our hearts, he's home,  he’d want us to be happy.

To live and laugh, and love, He knows we won't forget him.
He’s watching from above, proudly we shall speak his name 

And sweetly reminisce, share the stories of his life
Then send him up a kiss...


