Paul William Simpson passed away on Monday, September 22, 2025, in
Meeker, Oklahoma, at the age of 70. Paul was born on December 26, 1954, in
Shawnee, to his parents, Bill and Dorothy Simpson.

Paul graduated from Shawnee High School in 1973. On January 14, 1978, Paul
married Ruth Ann Fowler at the First Christian Church in Meeker. He served
as a fireman for the Shawnee Fire Department for 12 years and later as Region
5 Rural Fire Coordinator, where he played an instrumental role in securing
grants and funding for rural volunteer fire departments.

Paul had a remarkable ability to connect with those around him, offering
assistance whenever needed. Friends and family alike cherished his willingness
to teach and help others in any situation. There wasn't much he couldn't
resolve, and if he encountered a challenge beyond his expertise, he always knew
someone who could help.

Paul was not just a pillar of support; he also inspired joy and laughter in those
who knew him. He loved coaching his kids, and later his grandkids, in
everything from baseball, softball, basketball, and football to soccer, track &
field, and archery. When he wasn’t coaching, he could be found offering
instruction from the sidelines, the back of the end zone, or on the floor in the
corner of the gymnasium. Those who witnessed his encouragement understood
the depth of his devotion to his children and grandchildren.

In addition to his community engagements, Paul had a vibrant personality that
thrived through various hobbies. He found joy in singing karaoke, playing pool,
and playing ci%minoes. He was also the best Trivial Pursuit player, often
undi!eated, who had a story behind every answer. Paul enjoyed working at the
Meeker golf course, which gave his children the opportunity to play goZ for free.
One of Paul's happy places was on the back of his mower, mowing on his
property or for his family and friends. As much as he enjoyed mowing, he
usually let his children do the weed eating.

Perhaps Paul’s proudest accomplishments were his grandchildren, who were a
constant source of joy and pride. He cherished the time spent with them and
was deeply committed to being an active and loving presence in their lives.
Paul was preceded in death by his parents, Bill and Dorothy Simpson, and his
father and mother-in-law, Winfred and Margie Fowler.

Those left to cherish his memory are his wife, Ruth, children, Matthew Simpson
and wife Lindsay, Marcie Simpson and Mark Simpson and wife Kelli,
grandchildren, Charles Burland, Lola Burland, Alexander Simpson, Brady
Wahpepah, Hazel Wahp;pah, Cole Simpson, and Haley Simpson, sisters, Jean
Phillips and husband Bud, Mary Gilmore, and Luann White, brother Greg
Simpson, brother-in-law, Virgil Fowler and wife Rebecca, sister-in-law, Karen
Manning and husband Gary as well as numerous nieces, nephews, and friends.
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A Fireman’s Prayer

When I am called to duty,
God wherever flames may rage,
give me strength to save a life, whatever be its age.
Help me to embrace a little child
before it's too late,
or save an older person from the horror
of that fate.
Enable me to be alert to hear the weakest shout,
and quickly and efficiently to put the fire out.

I want to fill my calling and to give the best in me,
to guard my neighbor and protect his property.
And if according to your will I have to lose my life,
bless with your protecting hand my
loving family from strife.

In Loving Memory of
Paul Simpson

Date of Birth
December 26, 1954
Shawnee, Oklahoma

Entered Into Rest
September 22, 2025
Meeker, Oklahoma

Funeral Ceremony
Friday, September 26, 2025
Ten O’clock in the Morning
Immanuel Baptist Church

Shawnee, Oklahoma

Officiant
Nick Auld

Final Resting Place
New Hope Cemetery
Meeker, Oklahoma

Casektbearers
Eric Phillips
Clint Lord
Derek Phillips
Chris Simpson
Brian Fowler
Josh Elliott




