
Elizabeth “Betty”
Townes

J U N E  2 8 ,  1 9 3 9  –  J U N E  9 ,  2 0 2 6

In  Loving Memory of
Pallbearers

Kareem Franklin                                                                        Marquis George-Townes
Malik Lockett                                                                             Izaak Moody
Kainan George-Townes                                                           Edison Moody

Honorary Pallbearers
Kareem Franklin, Jr.                      Vince Moody                    Francis Senyah 
Basil Townes, Jr.                            John Burrell, Jr.                 Deacon Rodda
Bert Moody, Jr.                               Kevin Brown                      Tayronce Denton

I ’ m  F r e e
D o n ’ t  g r i e v e  f o r  m e ,  f o r  n o w  I ’ m  f r e e ,

I ’ m  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p a t h  G o d  l a i d  f o r  m e .
I  t o o k  H i s  h a n d  w h e n  I  h e a r d  H i m  c a l l ,

I  t u r n e d  m y  b a c k  a n d  l e f t  i t  a l l .
I  c o u l d  n o t  s t a y  a n o t h e r  d a y ,  t o  l a u g h ,

To  l o v e ,  t o  w o r k  o r  p l a y .
Ta s k s  u n d o n e  m u s t  s t a y  t h a t  w a y

I ’ v e  f o u n d  t h a t  p e a c e  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  d a y .
I f  p a r t i n g  h a s  l e f t  a  v o i d ,  T h e n  f i l l  i t  w i t h  r e m e m b e r e d  j o y .

A  f r i e n d s h i p  s h a r e d ,  a  l a u g h ,  a  k i s s ,
A h ,  y e s ,  t h e s e  t h i n g s  I  t o o  w i l l  m i s s .

B e  n o t  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  t i m e s  o f  s o r r o w
I  w i s h  f o r  y o u  t h e  s u n s h i n e  o f  t o m o r r o w .

M y  l i f e ’ s  b e e n  f u l l ,  I  s a v o u r e d  m u c h
G o o d  f r i e n d s ,  g o o d  t i m e s ,  a  l o v e d  o n e ’ s  t o u c h .

P e r h a p s  m y  t i m e  s e e m e d  a l l  t o o  b r i e f ,
D o n ’ t  l e n g t h e n  i t  n o w  w i t h  u n d u e  g r i e f .
L i f t  u p  y o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  s h a r e  w i t h  m e ,

G o d  w a n t s  m e  n o w ,
H e  s e t  m e  f r e e .

T H E  F A M I LY  O F  E L I Z A B E T H  ( B E T T Y )  T O W N E S  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  T H A N K
YO U  F O R  A L L  T H E  E X P R E S S I O N S  O F  L O V E  D U R I N G

O U R  T I M E  O F  L O S S .  YO U  H AV E  H E L P E D  T O  C O M F O R T  O U R  H E A R T S  A S
W E  S AY  F A R E W E L L  T O  O U R  B E L O V E D  M AT R I A R C H .
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Order of ServiceOrder of ServiceOrder of Service
Welcome                                  Pastor Wes Foster, True Bible Baptist Church

Old & New Scripture Readings                                     Elder Charles Burrell

Prayer                                                                                     Rev. Tom Hunt

Song                                               “He Reigns”, Voices of Praise, True Bible

Reading                                                                                Keshawn Coney

Dance             Joy Elizabeth Senyah, “Goodness of God”, by CeCe Winans

Family & Friends Tributes

Letter from lifelong friend Betty Warren – Tammy Morney

 Anita Fristo, Friend

 Michael Burrell, Cousin

 Marie Heaton, Daughter

 Izaak Moody, Grandson

Acknowledgements & Obituary                                               Pearl Dawson

Video Tribute                                                                     “A Life Well Lived”

Ministerial Tribute                                                          Pastor Vince Moody

Song                                                   “I Can Only Imagine”, Dwana Bradley

Eulogy                     Pastor Emeritus Rod Bradley, True Bible Baptist Church

Final Words & Benediction                                                Pastor Wes Foster

Interment & Committal

E l i z a b e t h  " B e t t y "  To w n e s ,  a g e d  8 6 ,  p e a c e f u l l y  p a s s e d  a w a y
o n  Tu e s d a y ,  J u n e  9 ,  2 0 2 6 .  B o r n  o n  J u n e  2 8 ,  1 9 3 9 ,  i n  D e s
M o i n e s ,  I o w a ,  t o  J o h n  a n d  M a r z e t t a  ( G r i f f i n )  B u r r e l l .  B e t t y ’ s
l i f e  w a s  o n e  m a r k e d  b y  l o v e ,  d e d i c a t i o n ,  a n d  u n w a v e r i n g
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h e r  f a m i l y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .

G r o w i n g  u p  i n  D e s  M o i n e s ,  s h e  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  h e r  s e w i n g ,
c o o k i n g ,  a n d  b a k i n g  s k i l l s .  A l l  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  r e c e i v e d  a
b a s k e t  o f  g o o d i e s  a t  C h r i s t m a s  t i m e .  S h e  l o v i n g l y  r a i s e d  f i v e
c h i l d r e n  i n  D e s  M o i n e s ,  w h o  a r e  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U . S .
S h e  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  B a s i l  To w n e s  f o r  4 6  y e a r s ,  w i t h  w h o m  s h e
c o - o w n e d  a  b u s i n e s s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .

B e t t y ’ s  f a i t h  w a s  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  h e r  l i f e .  S h e  w a s  a
d e v o t e d  m e m b e r  o f  Tr u e  B i b l e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  i n  D e s  M o i n e s
u n t i l  2 0 1 8 ,  w h e n  s h e  r e l o c a t e d  t o  H e n d e r s o n ,  N e v a d a .  T h e r e ,
s h e  c o n t i n u e d  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  j o u r n e y  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  R e m n a n t
M i n i s t r i e s .  H e r  l o v e  e x t e n d e d  b e y o n d  h e r  c h u r c h ;  B e t t y
c h e r i s h e d  r e a d i n g ,  s e w i n g ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  a l l ,  n u r t u r i n g  a n d
c a r i n g  f o r  h e r  b e l o v e d  f a m i l y .

T h o s e  l e f t  t o  c h e r i s h  h e r  l o v i n g  m e m o r y  a r e  h e r  h u s b a n d ,
B a s i l  To w n e s ,  S r . ,  s i b l i n g s ,  J o h n  ( E l s e )  B u r r e l l  J r . ,  M a r z e t t a
B u r r e l l ;  c h i l d r e n  P a m e l a  C l a r k ,  Ve r o n i c a  ( K e v i n )  B r o w n ,  M a r i e
H e a t o n ,  B e r t  ( S a r a )  M o o d y ,  J r . ,  a n d  R a m o n a  L o c k e t t ,  s t e p -
c h i l d r e n  L a C h e l l e  ( R o b e r t )  W i l l i a m s  a n d  B a s i l  To w n e s ,  J r .  S h e
i s  a l s o  s u r v i v e d  b y  3 5  g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d
a  h o s t  o f  n i e c e s ,  n e p h e w s ,  c o u s i n s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s .

S h e  w a s  p r e c e d e d  i n  d e a t h  b y  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  h e r  h u s b a n d  B e r t ,
h e r  d e a r  g r a n d s o n  M a l c o l m  A v e r y  L o c k e t t ,  h e r  d e a r  g r e a t -
g r a n d s o n  L e o  E d o n i  R e y n o l d s ,  a n d  h e r  s i b l i n g s  Va l a i d a
C a r t e r ,  C a r o l y n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  E d i s o n  B u r r e l l ,  a n d  M a r l e n e
B a r n e s .

A  v i s i t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  2 7 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  a t  1 0 : 0 0
a . m .  a t  Tr u e  B i b l e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  f u n e r a l
s e r v i c e  a t  1 2 : 0 0  p . m . ,  o f f i c i a t e d  b y  P a s t o r  W e s .  B e t t y  w i l l  b e
l a i d  t o  r e s t  a t  C h a p e l  H i l l  C e m e t e r y  i n  U r b a n d a l e .

B e t t y  To w n e s ’  l i f e  w a s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  l o v e ,  d e v o t i o n ,  a n d
k i n d n e s s .  S h e  w i l l  b e  d e e p l y  m i s s e d  a n d  f o r e v e r  r e m e m b e r e d
b y  a l l  w h o  w e r e  b l e s s e d  t o  k n o w  h e r .

ObituaryObituaryObituary


