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Charles “Chuck” Barber, resident of Shawnee, Oklahoma, passed away on Saturday,
January 20, 2024 at his home surrounded by family. He was 83 years old. Devoted son of
William “Bill” Barber and Mary Gene (Yeargin) Barber; and for over 62 years the dearly
loved husband and best friend of Paula Barber (Greene); beloved father of Michael,
Gregory, and Rebecca.

Born February 24, 1940, Chuck was born in Henderson, Texas. Following graduation
from Madill High School, Chuck earned a Mechanical Engineering degree from
Oklahoma State University; married Paula on June 17, 1961; and moved to Camden,
Arkansas where Chuck worked for International Paper Company. In 1970, Chuck settled
his family in Memphis, Tennessee where he worked for 16 years selling process control
equipment before being offered the opportunity to buy his own process control business

in Denver, Colorado - where he stayed until his retirement in 1996.

Chuck was equally active outside of work. He loved to read and pursued a variety of
sports. Chuck played football in high school, enjoyed golf, tennis and racquetball, and he
even ran a marathon! Chuck was a private pilot and his own private sailboat captain.
When Chuck and Paula retired in 1996, they sold all their belongings, bought a 42-foot
catamaran sailboat and sailed around the Caribbean and Central America for two years
before settling in Shawnee where Paula was raised. Chuck had a spiritual awakening on
the sailboat and upon returning to the mainland, Chuck knew his calling was
Catholicism. Chuck served as a sacristan at St. Benedict’s Catholic Church. He was a
Mason before converting to Catholicism, then became a member of the Knights of
Columbus. Chuck also greatly enjoyed being a member of the Chaine des Rotisseurs

sommelier club.

Chuck was preceded in death by his parents, Bill and Mary Gene Barber and son, Gregory
Barber. Those left to cherish his memory are his wife, Paula Barber; eldest son, Michael
“Mike” Barber and wite Devra; daughter, Rebecca Stapleton and husband Tad; sister,
Beverly Whittle, brother, Thomas “Tommy” Barber, sister, Mary Eugenia “Genie” Taylor
and husband Steve; 11 grandchildren, and 11 great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made in his honor to Project Gabriel, 613

W. Benedict, Shawnee, OK 74801, St. Benedict's Catholic Church, 632 N. Kickapoo,

Shawnee, OK 74801, or The Monks at St. Gregory, 1900 W. MacArthur St., Shawnee, OK
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Psalm 23

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he
leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name'’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy

rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of
mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the
LORD for ever.
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