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DON'T CRY FOR MEDON'T CRY FOR ME
Don't Cry For Me
Don't cry for me.
I will be okay.

Heaven is my home now,
and this is where I'll stay.

Don't cry for me.
I'm where I belong.

I want you to be happy
and try to stay strong.

Don't cry for me.
It was just my time,

but I will see you someday
on the other side.

Don't cry for me,
for I have no more fears.
All my pain is gone,

and Jesus took my tears.

Don't cry for me.
This is not the end.

I'll be waiting here for you 
on that day when we meet again.
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Order of ServiceOrder of Service
 ~Mistress of Ceremony ~
Sister Margaret Blackmon

Lessie Bell Jenkins was the sixth child born to the late Scott
Thornton and Mattie Hill Thornton on March 4th, 1922, in Yazoo
County, Mississippi. While surrounded by her loved ones, Lessie
Bell departed this earthly journey peacefully on February 16th,

2026, in Bentonia, MS.  

Lessie Lessie B e l l  JenkinsJenkins

Eulogy................................................……...............Pastor Clarence Blackmon

Shaffer-Collins Funeral Directors In Charge

Recessional……………………………………….……Clergy, Family, and Friends

Processional………………..……………………….…………..Clergy and Family

Scripture Reading 
        Old & New Testament……………………..…………….…Rev.Troy Davis
                         
Song..............................................................................…………...........Choir

Prayer............................................................……….....Bro. Samuel Thornton

Song...................................................................……...........……............Choir

Words of Comfort.....................................………..Pastor Willie Richardson, Sr.

Acknowledgements................................………..............Sis. Margaret Blackmon

Reflections................……..... (2 Minutes, Please)...................…..............Family

Obituary................................................................……....………..Read Silently

Solo.....................................................................……...........Ureka Richardson

Growing up in Phoenix, Mississippi; Bentonia, MS; and Bolton,
Mississippi, Lessie Bell accepted Christ at an early age. She

joined New Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church under the
leadership of Pastor Cox. She was a faithful member of New

Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church, where she faithfully
attended until her health failed her.  

In the 1940s, Lessie Bell married Reverend Johnny A. Jenkins
Sr. To this union, seven children were born. Lessie Bell Jenkins

also had a son, Bobby Lee Thornton.  

Lessie Bell spent her life as a farmer and mother. She spent her
years in Bentonia, MS; she was known as a woman who was a
hard-worker, helping hand, good cook, and an extraordinary

mother. Lessie Bell always had a word for you, like "Don't pick
up no hitchhiker.", as you left her home; this was to make sure
that you kept safe until the next time she saw you. Throughout

the years, she served as her family matriarch; she was a mother
when some needed one, a grandmother when you missed yours,
and a therapist that always kept it real when you needed to talk
about your life. Lessie Bell Thornton Jenkins was one of a kind

that many were lucky to come across.  

Lessie Bell Jenkins was preceded in death by one daughter,
Minnie Lee Jenkins; a son, Bobby Lee Thornton; her parents,
Scott and Mattie Hill Thornton; siblings: Clemmie Thornton,

Lula Mae Fisher, Johnny Thornton, Excell Thornton, Lillie Mae
McPherson, and Reverend George Thornton; grandchildren:

Benjamin O. Haggard, Florette Willard, Deidra (Trina) Jenkins,
and Andrew (Drew) Jackson; sons-in-law: Henry Jackson, J.C.

Grayer, and Clifton Miller. Lessie Bell Jenkins was also preceded
in death by her husband, Reverend Johnny A. Jenkins Sr.  

Lessie Bell Jenkins leaves to cherish her loving memories one
son: Johnny (Earnestine) Jenkins,Jr. of Bentonia, MS, five

daughters: Mary Lee Jenkins of Jackson, MS; Virginia Jackson;
Flora Bell Miller; Dorothy Jenkins, all of Yazoo City MS; Rosetta

Grayer, and Katherine (Albert Earl) Richardson both of
Bentonia, MS. Lessie Bell also leaves to cherish her memories

alot of grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-great-
grandchildren, great-great-great grandchildren whom she loved

and treat oh so wonderfully. Lessie Bell also leaves a host of
niece, nephews, cousin, and friends 

IF ROSES GROW IN HEAVENIF ROSES GROW IN HEAVEN

GRANDMA, GRANDMA, 

If roses grow in heaven,
Lord, please pick a bunch for me.
Place them in my mother's arms,
And tell her they're from me.
Tell her that I love her,
And miss her, and when she turns to smile,
Place a kiss upon her cheek,
And hold her for a while.
Because remembering her is easy,
I do it every day,
But there’s an ache within my heart,
That will never go away.

Love, Your Children (Mary Lee, Virginia, Johnny, 
Rosetta, Flora Bell, Dorothy, and Katherine)
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God looked around his garden
and found an empty space.
Then he looked down upon this earth
And saw your tired face.
He put his arms around you
And lifted you to rest.
God’s garden must be beautiful
He only takes the best.

Love, your grandchildren.
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IN LOVING
MEMORY OF OUR
WONDERFUL
GRANDMOTHER 

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF OUR
WONDERFUL
GRANDMOTHER 

Of all the special gifts in life
however great or small, 
to have you as our Grandmother
was the greatest gift of all. 

May the winds of love blow softly
and whisper in your ear
"We love and miss you Grandmother 
and wish that you were here."

Deep in our hearts, 
your life is kept to love and cherish, 
not forget. 
No more tomorrows we can share 
but yesterday are always there. 

A silent thought, a secret tear
keeps your memory ever near
in our hearts forever.

Love, Darryl, Cynthia (Cindy), Shanta (Tae)
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