Mary Ellen Ennis, 92, of Louisburg, Kansas, passed away peacefully on March 6, 2025, at
Vintage Park of Louisburg.

Born on October 25, 1932, near Bucyrus, Kansas, Mary Ellen was the sixth of seven children
to Oscar Deane and Edna (Lee) Gardner. In 1937, her family moved to Louisburg, where she
began her education at the age of five. She graduated as Miami County valedictorian from
grade school in 1946, and later graduated with the class of 1950 from Louisburg Rural High
School.

Following a summer of business school, Mary Ellen built a successful career at the Bank of
Louisburg, where she held various positions, ultimately serving as Secretary to the Board of
Directors. After her time at the bank, she continued her employment with several smaller
businesses in the Kansas City area before retiring in 1994 to dedicate her time to her beloved
grandchildren.

In February of 1951, Mary Ellen married James W. Tooley, and together they raised five
children: James Kenneth, Susan Gayle, Kevin William, Carol Lucille, and Cynthia Ann. The
family operated a Grade A dairy farm in the New Lancaster community. For twenty years,
Mary Ellen shared her musical talents as the pianist for the New Lancaster Methodist Church
and organized the church choir, contributing to numerous cantatas and special occasions. Her
first marriage concluded in divorce in 1980.

Mary Ellen cherished watching her grandchildren participate in sports and enjoyed activities
such as crocheting and playing bridge. A dedicated member of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) for over 30 years, she served as treasurer regent and held
various committee roles during her membership. She was an enthusiastic supporter of the
Kansas City Royals and KU basketball and found joy in reading, always with a novel nearby.

Her love for music and her church was evident throughout her life. In high school, she

participated in a "hillbilly" band and sang in the school glee club. For over thirty years, she

sang alto in community choirs in both Louisburg and New Lancaster and was a dedicated '%W W g‘ﬁ
member of the Louisburg United Methodist Church, where she served as treasurer and

communion steward for many years.

In 1998, Mary Ellen married William H. Ennis, and she embraced his family with open arms,

hosting memorable family dinners featurlng her legendary angel biscuits. Mary Ellen a \e I l I l I l 1S
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The Lord is my shepherd;
1 shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down
in green pastures,
He leadeth me beside still waters.
He restoreth my soul;
He leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for His name's sake,

Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death,
1 will fear no evil;
for Thou art with me,

Thy rod and Thy staff
they comfort me;

Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies;
Thou anointest my head with oil,
my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord,

forever.
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