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— A LIFE WELL LIVED —

Brother Charlie Floyd Bell was a New Years Eve baby; born December 31, 1933 in rural Elgin, Texas on
a farm to Charlie and Odell Fowler Bell. He was the only child of this union.

Charlie was 12 years old in 1946 when he went to a prayer meeting at Union Hill Baptist Church in
Utley, Texas. The Holy Spirit descended upon him and he professed a hope in Christ and was later
baptized in the Colorado River. He joined fellowship with Mt. Zion A.M.E. church in Elgin, Texas. He
remained a member until he moved to Tempe, Arizona to attend college at Arizona State University. He
became a member of Tanner Chapel A.M.E. church in Phoenix, Arizona. In 1976, he returned to Texas
with his family and reunited membership with Mt. Zion A.M.E. church in Elgin, Texas. In later years,
it became physically challenging for him to attend in-person church services. He enjoyed watching
televised sermons of Joel Osteen, pastor of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas.
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His early years of education began in Bastrop County in the rural community of Utley, Texas. He
attended a one-room segregated schoolhouse called Union Hill. The teacher, Mrs. E. C. B. LeQuey, was
also the principal. In order to get a high school diploma, he moved to Austin, Texas to attend Anderson
High. His parents rented a room for him to live in Austin, Texas. At the completion of his coursework,
he wanted to attend the University of Texas at Austin, but learned blacks were not allowed to attend.

He applied out-of-state, in 1951 to an integrated university; Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona.
He was accepted and graduated with a Bachelor of Science and Master of Education. In 1966, he was
determined to attend the University of Texas at Austin and was accepted! He enrolled in continuum
education courses. He was on campus August 1, 1966 when the University of Texas tower shooter was
shooting indiscriminately at students and the general public. He said he was unaware of the shooter,
but wondered why people were running and hiding as he walked to class. In the 1980s, he attended
Texas State University, formerly called Southwest Texas State University in San Marcos, Texas for Special
Education Certification.
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He was introduced to his future wife, Sonja Jean Kepler, at a church choir meeting at Open Door
Pentecostal Church in Phoenix, Arizona. The next day, they met at a cafe on campus at Arizona State
University and the courtship began. The couple married June 17, 1956 at the end of her sophomore
year at Arizona State University. The couple moved to San Antonio, Texas when he was drafted to Fort
Sam Houston Army Base in Fort Sam Houston, Texas. Following his honorable discharge, the couple
returned to Arizona where they raised two daughters, Theresa and Charlene.

In 1976, he and his family moved to Elgin, Texas after the death of his beloved father, Charlie Bell. Sonja
and Charlie were blessed with two grandsons, “Trey” Bobby Washington, III and Roderick Emanuel, Jr.
M.D., and two great-grandchildren, Theresa Washington and Trey Washington.
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In 1955, he began a career in education with Phoenix Consolidated School District in Phoenix, Arizona
asan elementary teacher. He was drafted into the armed services in 1956. He served in the military branch
of the army until 1958. He was honorably discharged from the army and joined the Army Reserves.

He resumed his career in education with Phoenix Consolidated School District. Over the next 20 years,
he was employed as an elementary teacher, elementary principal and Director of Federal Programs.
In 1976, he resigned from the school district when his father passed. He relocated to Elgin, Texas to
manage the family farm. In 1977, he built a “mom and pop” country store on the farm. He employed
people in the community to work in the store.

In 1981, he resumed his career in education. He was employed by Bastrop Independent School District
in Bastrop, Texas and retired in 2001 after 20 years of dedicated employment. During his employment, he
taught on the elementary and high school campuses, he was department chair of the Special Education
Department at the high school and his last assignment was Job Placement Coordinator.

His commitment of 40 years in education touched countless students’ lives, who have gone on to become
productive citizens.
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Throughout Charlie’s teaching career, he provided clothing, school supplies, food and financial assistance
to students and families in need. He generously gave to individuals in the community, Christian and
civic organizations, scholarships, fundraisers and political campaigns.

(/,7 :

He will be remembered for his smile; it was as bright as the morning sun. He kept you laughing with
his quirky sayings such as,

“Take life as it comes; roll with the punches”

“Not all 12 oclocks are midnight; one of them is high noon”

“If you are going to live like there is no God, you better be right”

And sometimes he answered the telephone, “Joe’s Pool Hall, 8-ball speaking.”

All laughing aside, he will be remembered as a cool father, grandfather and great-grandfather. He
will be remembered as an encourager, amazing teacher, historian, friend, businessman, rancher and
photographer. He captured many memories through photos and freely shared them.

He often said, “Love is an action word that cannot be bought; its got to come from the heart”
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On September 25, 2024, Charlie Floyd Bell crossed the Veil to reunite in heaven with his loving wife,
Sonja Jean Kepler Bell of 65 years of marriage; his daughter, Theresa Washington; his parents, Charlie
and Odell Bell and a host of relatives and dear friends.
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He is survived by his daughter, Charlene Emanuel of Bastrop, Texas; son-in-law, Roderick Emanuel, Sr.
of Bastrop, Texas; grandsons, Bobby “Trey” Washington, ITI of Austin, Texas and Dr. Roderick Emanuel,
Jr. of Houston, Texas; great-grandchildren, Theresa Washington and Trey Washington of Austin, Texas;
brother-in-laws Duane Kepler (Patricia) of Fresno, California, Zachey Kepler of California, Stephen
Kepler of Aurora, Colorado; god-daughter, Sewah Archer Russ of Austin, Texas and a host of relatives
and dear friends.
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Protessional........eorssrtoonstissitiies o AveMaria’............ Clergy, Bearers and Family
Scriptures
Old and New Testament............. ... Min. Joshua Hansladen
1o The Most High God, Ahayah Asher Abayah,
Thank You For
Bro. Charlie Floyd Bell
1T O e NN . . I i WIS . | . “Holy Thou Art God”
Richard Smallwood
Spirit Wings Dance Company
FTAIOCAIIIN vnsun coinsmssnsnssnanvenasmmes ian oo amesss s R s SRS AR R S Pastor L. R. Wilson, Sr.
“Peace Be Still”
Rew. James Cleveland
IR RJTOCEEOTUS saxussianisuonnswusisss uyans s e do s us s s oA SN RSB GS S RE A Dry. Ira Bell, IIT
D D rrasntnsisrmmssmisnnnsnsenssmasnasn “In the Garden’.............ccc.......... Sis. Diane Mills
Video....couuaccueeeeaeeeecceeeeeeeeeecennn. LASE LB coscirmessmosmssemesmsnesinints Memories of
Willie Nelson Bro. Charlie Floyd Bell
Reflecttans e Eoa S i v T e . Dr. Roderick Emanuel, Jr.
PCAIENOf IVIUSTC oo svsessssssssssvssssssvusssvissasassssss butassanssonsonsiusnonsitiian Sis. Nelia Greene
ODIGEATY ... ossieer T o ooinsosuiiiipisonssoipabitie ... SEERRE S Read Silently
EUI0ZY..o icnivivsionsnssosesascesisscsanrosnibsact i o 00 RN S Rev. Walter Greene
PartingView..............c o0 a R N Elgin Funeral Home Staff in Charge

Recessional...........cueeeeuueannn... “I Shall Wear A Crown” ................. Sis. Nelia Greene









Castile  Grarers

Ira Bell, I, M.D. Robert Washington
Leonard Bell Alfred Carter
Gene Sampson, Jr. Ricky Wilson
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The family of Brother Charlie FFloyd Bell extends their sincere appreciation for all the
love, kindness, support and prayers during our dad and grandfather’s illness.
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Jennifer Guardiola, we will never forget your extraordinary support and love, as well

as, the care from Dr. Paul Tucker, Dr. Desmar Walkes, Denise Culpepper, APN;
Austin Heart Hospital, St. David South Hospital, Trinity Hospice and Austin
Hospice.
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COLORADO CHAPEL
Utley, Texas

Jinal arrangements entrusted. to:

ELGIN FUNERAL HOME
712 NORTH AVENUE C -+ ELGIN, TX 78621




