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Jane Shaw Atkinson,  91,  of  North Li t t le  Rock,  Arkansas went
to be with her Lord on May 5,  2022.  She was born June 18,
1930 in Charlotte,  North Carol ina to the late Calvin and
Blondel l  (Painter)  Shaw. 

When she was 18,  she met the love of  her  l i fe  on a bl ind date.
After  3 months of  dat ing,  she marr ied Russ Atkinson.  They
were marr ied for  57 years unt i l  his passing in 2012.  

Jane had a servant 's  heart ,  especial ly  for  the underdog,  and
loved minister ing to those in need.  From the neighbor
suffer ing from Alzheimer’s to the homeless,  she never met
anyone she didn’t  t ry to help.  She was involved in many
ministr ies including the Fr iendly Chapel  Clothes Closet ,
Bethany Christ ian Services,  Community Bible Study in North
Lit t le  Rock,  Women’s Ministry at  Central  Bapt ist  Church where
she discipled many young women,  and was a founding member
of  the Dorcas House.  She cherished her family and church
community most of  a l l .  

She is  preceded in death by her husband,  Russel l  (Pop Pop)
Atkinson; grandsons,  Jason Gwatney and Chris Macchiarel la;
and brothers,  Pat  Shaw and Bi l l  Shaw.

Jane is  survived by her chi ldren,  Russel l  Atkinson,  Jr .  (Peg) ,
Ric Atkinson (Gay) ,  Anita Gwatney,  Cathy Lamb (Gary) ,  and
Michael  Wright;  s ister ,  Sherry Ray (Ronald);  grandchi ldren,
Rachel  Wil l iams (Cory) ,  Russel l  Atkinson,  I I I  (Lauren) ,  Claire
Atkinson,  Victor ia Atkinson,  Garry Newman (Valer ie) ,  Maggie
Estes (Beau),  Sam Atkinson (Michaela) ,  Josh Gwatney
(Carolyn) ,  Jon Gwatney,  Rebekah Lamb, and Lesl ie  Smith
(Jeff ) ,  and Kendal l  Wright;  and 17 great-grandchi ldren.  As wel l
as her l i fe long fr iend,  Joan Powel l .

The family would l ike to thank Sal ine Memorial  Hospice,  Leeta
El l iot t ,  Carla Vint  and Kat ie Hobbs for  their  outstanding care
in Jane’s last  days.  

In l ieu of  f lowers,  memorials may be made to North Li t t le  Rock
Young Life,  P.O.  Box 94113,  North Li t t le  Rock,  AR 72116.  

Visi tat ion wi l l  be at  10:30AM, Tuesday,  May 10,  2022 at
Fr iendly Chapel  Church of  the Nazarene (116 S.  Pine Street ,
North Li t t le  Rock)  with a funeral  service fol lowing at  11:30AM. 

Life’s Weaving



My life is but a weaving
Between my God and me;

I may not choose the colors,
He knows what they should be;

For He can view the pattern
Upon the upper side,
While I can see it only
On this, the other side.



Sometimes He weaveth sorrow,
Which seemeth strange to me;
But I will trust His judgement,

And work on faithfully;
‘Tis He who fills the shuttle,
He knows just what is best;
So I shall weave in earnest
And leave with Him the rest.



At last, when life is ended,

With Him I shall abide,
Then I may view the pattern

Upon the upper side;
Then I shall know the reason
Why pain with joy entwined,

Was woven in the fabric
Of life that God designed.





