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The Preacher
From an early age, Roger felt a divine call to ministry—a calling h
commitment. His formative Christian Walk began at the Mt. Zion Baptist ¢
the late Reverend R. F. Hairston, Jr., and continued to flourish at the Ros:
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Bishop Hairston's journey was ignited by a profound connection to his f:
Holy Spirit at Prince of Peace Church of God in Christ in Columbus, Ohio
the call to ministry, delivering his first sermon at Rose Chapel Mission
received his license in 1972 and was ordained in 1974 by his father.
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In November 1997, the official groundbreaking service for the new church at Brentnell & 17th was held.
Hairston's vision came to life with the construction of a beautiful new church home at 1441 Brentnell A
January 17, 1999, the congregation gathered to celebrate its dedication—a truly joyous occasion filled with
gratitude. What a shoutin’ time we had!
Bishop Hairston’s sermons, rich in biblical truth and delivered with
signature sayings included:

"All is well; the best is yet to come."
"Your life is not beyond repair."
"Holiness is still right." _
"Giving up is not an option."

As Pastor and Founder of Temple of Faith Church, Bishop Hairston led his congregation for a 47
years. Known fondly as “The Sweetest Church This Side of Heaven,” hlS church became a beacon of hope and
spiritual enrichment. He deeply valued the commitment and loyalty of his dedicated charter members: Evangelist
Bernistine McDearmon, Elder Ronnetta Ridley, Rhonda Hairston, and Toka Nesbitt-Raney.

In October 2000, Bishop Hairston was consecrated as the State Bishop of the Ohio Faith Diocese of the Church of the
Living God. At the direction of the Holy Spirit, Bishop Hairston began his affiliation with the United Covenant
Churches of Christ under the leadership of Bishop Larry D. Trotter in 2005. In 2015, guided by prayer and the Lord's
leading, Bishop Hairston made a joyful return to the Church of God in Christ, where he was welcomed with open arms
by the Ohio Central East Jurisdiction and its prelate, Bishop David L. Herron.

The Gift

Beyond his pastoral legacy, Bishop Hairston was an exceptionally gifted musician. Blessed with the ability to sing,
direct, compose, and perform, his musical journey began at the age of 16 when his brother Richard anointed his hands.
Without formal training, Roger mastered the organ and piano, sharing his talent with choirs and groups.

He worked with notable ensembles, including the East High School Gospel Choir and the Angelic Choir of Columbus,
Ohio, recording Something About God’s Grace. He also contributed to gospel music projects like All Is Well and He’s
Brought Me with the Gospel Music Workshop of America and the Church of the Living God Mass Choir.

One of the highlights of his journey was joining with Bishop Mel Griffin, Bishop Stanley Wood, Bishop Donald
Washington, and Pastor Maurice Jackson to form the well-loved group, The Singing Pastors.

As a choirmaster, Bishop Hairston had an amazing ear for music and was serious about singing the right notes. If he
gave you the “raised elbow” or “the look,” you knew right away: “Get on your note—you’re flat!” And if he started
chewing his tongue, it was crystal clear: “Somebody messed up.” He was a tough leader when it came to music, but
his no-nonsense approach shaped choirs that were second to none.

Bishop Hairston absolutely loved working with his own church choir, the Voices of Deliverance, affectionately known
the “Voices” or the “VOD.” This small but mighty choir was known for its signature "Big Sound." Through his
ership, the choir developed and mastered a unique vibrato that became their hallmark. For many years, the Voices
yured regularly, inspiring choirs nationwide with their distinctive style.

heir musical legacy includes projects like Look Where He’s Brought Me From, Temple of Faith Live, and Bright
de, earning awards such as the 2024 Ohio Gospel Music Award for Church Choir of the Year.

pcally, Bishop Hairston and the VOD were known throughout the city for their annual Resurrection Day concerts,
ch drew saints from far and wide. Countless musicians, soloists, and choir directors relished the privilege of
orking with the VOD. And, whenever Bishop would strike up with his signature, “Bomp, bomp, bomp, bomp,
pmp, bomp...Hold on!” — everyone knew exactly what to do.
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The joyous legacy of Bishop Roger J. Hairst
His leadership, music, and unwavering fait

The Legacy
Bishop Hairston is preceded in eternal rest by hi indparents, Reverend Robert Franklin Hairston,
Sr., and Mrs. Arizona Hairston; his maternal grandparents, M.r Homer Pearl, Mrs. Helen Marie Lee, and Ms.
Beulah L. Price; his parents, Reverend Robert Franklin Hairston, Jr., and Mrs. Henrietta Ellen 1
his brothers, Superintendent Richard Lee Hairston, Sr. and

He is survived by his cherished children: Roger James (Kirston)
Leigh (Jonathan) Hairston Powell, Romero Maurice Hairston, a
Ohio. His brother, Elder Ronald Eugene Hairston, also of Columbus,
legacy lives on through his treasured grandchildren— JaLynn Hairston
Dawson, Kelia Hairston, Naja (Queen) Smith, Kendall Washington,
Roziyah Hairston, and Zanai Hairston—as well as six great-grandchildr
and mother of Bishop's children, Kim M. Hairston and Sonya Hairston.

countless friends, Bishop Hairston will be forever remembered for the love
generously shared.

As a prominent figure in the Lord’s Church, Bishop Roger James Hair:
ministry, steadfastly preaching, singing, praising and teaching the unapolog
His influence reached the corners of the world and will continue to impact t
meet again in the presence of God.
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