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Now that 1 have come to the end of my road. And the sun has set for we,
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Now that I have come to the end of my road. And the sun bas set for e,
1 want no tears in a gloom filled room. Why cry for a soul set free? 1 want no tears in a gloom filled room. Why ery for a soul set free?
Miss me a little - But not too long ~And not with your bead bowed lor. Miss me a little - But not too long ~And not with your head bowed losw.
Renzeniber the love we once shared; Miss mre - but let me go. Reseniber the love we once shared; Miss e - but let me go.
For this is a journey we all niust take, and each must go alone. For this is a journey we all must take, and each nust go alone.
I#'s all part of our Masters plan, a step on the road to honse. 175 all part of our Masters plan, a step on the road to home.
When you are lonely and sick at heart, go to the friends we know. When yon are lonely and sick at heart, go to the fiiends we know.

And bury your sorrow in doing good deeds; Miss mae - but let me go.
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And bury your sorvow in doing good deeds; Miss me - but let me go.
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Marie passed away on July 25, 2025, at Sanford Hospice Housé, in Fargo, ND,
surrounded by daughters Vicki and Michelle, son Brian, and daughter-in-law Kyla, at
the age of 91. Marie Jeanette Rourke (Smedshammer) was born on September 17, 1933,
in Fort Ransom, N.D., the daughter of Justin and Myrtle (Linn) Smedshammer. She
grew up in the North LaMoute area and graduated from Litchville High School in
Litchville, ND.

Marie got married in 1958 to John (Jack) Rourke. They had four children, Dawn
Marie Rourke, Vicki Patricia (Mueller) Rourke, Michelle Eleanor Rourke and Brian Jon
Rourke.

Marie graduated from Valley City College with a degree in teaching and worked as a
schoolteacher for three years. She also worked as an assistant at various companies in
the Fargo-Moorhead area. Her final position was as a clerk at Good Oil in Verona,
N.D.

Marie had several bouts with cancer. Marie was first diagnosed in 1965 with Uterine
Cancer and in 2002 she was diagnosed with Breast Cancer. Between the years 2003-
2015, she was diagnosed with follicular lymphoma 5 times and 3 diagnoses of skin
cancer. Her most recent diagnosis of MDS/AML was in April of 2025.

Some of Marie's favorite things were playing with her grandchildren, painting on her
tablet, reading, and watching the game show network and the RFD channel. She also
enjoyed going to lunch with her friends in the area, baking caramel rolls with her
grandkids and sharing black licorice with her grandson-in-law.

Marie is survived by her siblings Betty (Smedshammer) Gackle, Tootie
(Smedshammer) and Larry Fueler, Norris and Connie Smedshammer, and Ivan and
Phyllis Smedshammer; her children Vicki (Rourke) Mueller of Ladson, S.C., Michelle
Rourke of Verona, N.D., and Bud and Kyla Rourke of Perham, M.N.; her
grandchildren Angie (Shannon) Kain and family of Hortonville, W.I., Lisa (Matt) Hoy
and family of Savage, M.N., Dustin (Erica) Mueller and family of Ladson, S.C., Amy
(Dustin) Kath and family of Lisbon, N.D., Melissa (Wayne) Noreika of Seabrook, T.X.,
Paige Rourke of Fargo, N.D., and Kallie Rourke of Perham, M.N.; great grandchildren,
Travis Kain, Cheyanne Kain, Juliette Hoy, Mason Hoy, Amelie Mueller, Olivier
Mueller, Khloe Kath and Holland Kath; and great-great grandchildren, Loavally Kain
and Braylen Kain; and several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents Justin and Myrtle (Linn) Smedshammer;
siblings Erma (Smedshammer) Peterson, Inez (Smedshammer) Clegg, Ray
Smedshammer, Avice (Smedshammer) Bjerke, Loretta (Smedshammer) Opdahl, Jerry
Smedshammer, and Dwight Smedshammer; her husband Jack; son-in-law Joseph
Mueller; and daughter Dawn Rourke.
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