
World Peace
by 

Alicia Sancho Scherich



Please click on this link to view the video of the unveiling of Alicia 
Sancho Scherich’s World Peace Mural. https://youtu.be/bnoMK8nkYU0
Or if you prefer, go to YouTube and search for Alicia Sancho Scherich.  

https://youtu.be/bnoMK8nkYU0


Alicia Sancho Scherich’s Biography 

Alicia Sancho was born January 13, 1934 in Madrid Spain, daughter of Mariano Sancho and 
Asunción Medina De Sancho.

Alicia graduated from the Institute of Professional Teaching for Women in Madrid with a degree 
in fashion design, sewing and cutting as well as doll and toy making and design.   She studied 
drawing with her father who taught at the School of Arts and Crafts in Madrid.  In 1959, Alicia 
married Ronald L.  Scherich, an airman stationed at Torrejon A.F.B. in Spain. 

In 1960 the couple was transferred to Offutt A.F. B. in Bellevue, Ne.  Alicia continued her studies 
in various states over the next 30 years .  She was commissioned for many portraits over the 
years.  However, she considers herself incredibly fortunate to have found Professor John Thein at 
Creighton University.  Under Creighton’s conducive environment and the guidance of Professor 
John Thein, Alicia undertook a monumental project she calls “World Peace”.  It consists of 18 oil 
paintings (4’ x 6’) on linen canvas depicting the positive and negative aspects of the human being.   
They are pictured and described next although their size, grandeur and depth of color and 
content is difficult to appreciate in these small photos.   The previous video provides some 
perspective.     



Universal Love

This is an interpretation of 
Nobel Prize winner and 
humanitarian, Mother Teresa. 
Simplicity of design and depth 
of content was the aim when 
attempting to depict this 
servant of humanity. The 
frugality of color denotes her 
surrounding  with the images 
of the needy on the folds of 
her garment which signifies 
the imprint of their lives on 
her conscience.



The Power of the Book

This composition was 
developed from sketches 
attempting to depict man’s 
natural state of ignorance 
and his tendency to belittle 
and exploit his kind. Once 
the sketch was transferred 
to the canvas, the grisaille 
method was used to obtain 
a simple and clear 
statement of form and tone 
before the color was 
introduced.



Breaking with Oppression

This canvas was developed “a la 
prima” following sketches and 
photos of the German Unification 
event. Included are the likenesses of 
relevant political and intellectual 
figures; Sakharov (the conscience of 
Russia, bottom left) Gorbachev, 
Stalin, Wiesel… predators and 
victims caught in a moment of 
transition and liberation. “A la prima” 
method proved to be very 
appropriate to express the 
spontaneity, energy and enthusiasm 
of that historic moment. My own 
feeling was to exalt the beauty of the 
white flag, the flag of peace.



No More in My Name

This painting evolved 
through layers of 
profound thought and 
tentative strokes of color. 
The subtle glazes 
neutralize the exposed 
brutality of man to his 
own kind, that violent and 
primitive instinct that 
drives him downward as 
he struggles to prevail.



Love Victorious

Love is the force that moves us all to 
higher, loftier endeavors.  Love 
moves us to be more compassionate, 
incites us to accomplish superhuman 
tasks and helps up to evolve to a 
higher state of consciousness. Love is 
given freely, and oftentimes a great 
deed is only a gift passed on.  Here, I 
focus primarily on the love 
surrounding the child, which 
represents the future.  It also 
includes the love of nature, animals, 
flowers, music, books, the love of 
God, our fellowman and the love for 
the teacher; carrier of the torch of 
wisdom and knowledge.



Music

On the creative and constructive 
qualities of man, the God-like ability 
that enhances and celebrates his 
almost divine humanity is music.  
Music is man’s creation, and it 
elevates him.  As with painting, 
music possesses a sublime universal 
attraction that goes to the core of 
our beings and embraces us in a 
mystical, emotional, and 
physiological response, that 
transports us with its magic.  In my 
attempt to depict music, I tried to 
represent the vibration of sounds 
with color and movement.



The Artist and His Muses
Painting is the most universally understood language.  
In this panel I attempt to express one of man’s gifts, 
which has so abundantly contributed to his civilized 
state.  Through the millenniums man has attempted 
to retain evasive images of beauty.  He has also been 
driven by an obsessive desire to preserve them 
forever.  Primitive people in their sheltering caves 
painted animals in motion, as if to “capture” them, 
study, understand, and sort a map of them to gain 
control of them.  History would be difficult to 
visualize without the depictions of the artist through 
time.  Painting is a personal, connecting force, a 
universal language which allows us to learn about 
our past, while depicting the best of our present, and 
depending precisely on the artist’s instinct; their 
intellectual capacity and ease of expression.  Here 
the artist’s modest appearance belies the richness of 
his inner world and fertile imaginative power.  John 
Thein, creator of an alluring world of mystical and 
regal presence works on one of his commanding 
figures.  He imparts on them the power to hold and 
retain the attention and imagination of the viewer.



Sunset on Wildlife

The earth’s elements are so 
prodigious and inexhaustible 
and yet have been ruled by 
man. These animals presented 
are the recipients of our 
admiration and fears for the 
power of their strength. In part 
they represent some of our 
own instincts and nature. They 
have survived for millions of 
years, but in this century, the 
greed of man is threatening 
their survival.



Jewels of the Wind

Here is where the birds inspire us 
to soar, to elevate ourselves to 
the zenith. If we could fly! I come 
to believe that airplanes exist 
only because birds have defied 
the imagination of man. And yet, 
some of the most beautiful birds 
are extinct or near extinction. I 
portray one of the most 
enchanting animals of the wind 
crashed on the ground, victim of 
man. Here he proudly carries the 
lifeless jewels of the wind. Now 
he can adorn himself or make a 
small profit.



Trapped in Its Element

A great number of species 
are in peril and their loss is 
ours. The pollution of the 
oceans and annihilation of 
the species will inevitably 
lead to our own extinction. I 
attempt to portray the 
anguish of animals of the 
sea trapped profusely and 
mindlessly in those gigantic 
nets, mostly for profit of the 
very few.



Extinction

This presents man’s aggressive 
nature directed against fauna and 
nature itself. With man’s insensitivity 
to the enchanting grace, beauty and 
mystery of animals expose his 
primitive brutality, which seems to 
blind him at a time when he could 
rejoice in the civilized state of 
scientific and material exuberance. 
While depicting the constant horrific 
death of the living creatures of the 
rain forest, the painful question was: 
How can the greed of “civilized men” 
do this?



T’ai Chi Master 

She is well trained in the 
martial arts. She will take 
down any assailant, male 
or female. Her training has 
been tenacious, and 
formidable, creating a 
confident and brave 
survivor.



China
With this painting I attempt to transmit my fortuitous encounter with a 
cultural Chinese delegation in 2010. It was sponsored through the 
Asian World Center at Creighton University. After falling in love with 
everything I saw and heard during their presentation, I felt compelled 
to study, absorb and portray my awesome experience. I aimed to not 
only express grandeur and humility but to convey the closeness and 
civic attitude of society. I express awe at the recent discovery of the 
Terracotta Army. How incredulous can one remain before such a 
physical presence?  I felt privileged drawing and painting the portraits 
of just a few of those “thoroughly human” soldiers; in the flesh, as 
from long ago. The soldiers began to form on the center-left of the 
canvas. Leading is the great physical presence of Emperor T’ai Tsung 
from the Sui/Tang dynasty. The group conveys the powers of force. On 
the center-right emerges the presence of Confucius, so influential 
throughout the world in the development of Philosophy and Ethics. He 
considered civility and respect for the rules of propriety necessary to 
the good functioning of society. Monasteries such as the one in Lhasa 
and Tibet have been vital in the study of physical, ethical and mind 
power of man. Martial Arts have evolved from the knowledge.  In 
attempting to represent Siddhartha Gautama, the Buddha, I 
considered the electromagnetic spectrum we all share, to insinuate his 
spiritual and enlightened nature; elevating the conscious of China and 
most of the world. This symbolizes the transcending and transforming 
power of the spirit. These superb intellectual minds have presided 
through time, over the most uncooperative geology. Nature had to be 
adapted to sustain an ever-growing population. Man had to be trained 
to support himself physically, mentally, and psychologically to confront 
the challenge of his surroundings. Mountains transformed into 
productive rice paddies to grow their food, create a cohesive, diligent 
and friendly society. In my mind, that is a living miracle! In the center 
of the canvas, the Himalayas are a monstrous yet magnificent 
presence on earth. At the top of the painting I attempted to depict the 
beautiful clear skies so exquisitely represented by Chinese artists. I 
have always revered their art and the calligraphy that supports it.



The Cosmic Web

Communication has been at the 
source of human evolution. 
Beginning with Chinese block 
printing just a few hundred years 
ago, man, in his tenacious attempt to 
conquer the unknown, has reached 
for the stars. By doing so, man has 
turned from discord to synergy. 
Humanity has transformed 
boundaries into wholeness. An 
awesome web of almost miraculous 
proportions that conceivably will 
include, in the near future, every 
human being on the planet, connects 
both man and woman. This joy and 
harmony of human beings finding 
each other will bring, I believe, 
World Peace.



Medical Arts

The miraculous microcosm that we are has 
also been the subject of inquiry, 
observation, and finally control by man. 
Neurons photographed for the first time by 
Santiago Ramón y Cajal (1906 Nobel Prize 
winner) advanced the knowledge and 
understanding of the awesome capabilities 
of the human brain. In this panel woman 
emerges as the creator, life giver, and 
maker of man.  From her silent 
communication with the new life she 
carries within to the constant care and love 
she bestows upon her child, woman guides, 
educates, protects, and builds the man of 
tomorrow. The pelvic bone represents the 
vessel in which we all have evolved since 
the dawn of human existence. As her image 
emerged in my mind and took hold on my 
canvas, I had the cognition that we are all 
one.



Physics

Man, suspended in space, is created from the 
invisible substance that nurtures all life. I 
represent the extraordinary human beings 
who have brought light to humanity through 
their observation and profound dedication to 
the betterment of mankind: Thomas Edison, 
the giver of light through his arduous research 
on electricity, who also claimed his pride of 
never having invented an instrument to kill. 
Pythagoras, who gave the world philosophical 
and mathematical principles to understand, 
measure, utilize, and arrange his surroundings. 
Leonardo Da Vinci, whose scientific and 
experimental approach to Art, and a wide 
range of other subjects, is represented here 
through one of his concepts; man’s image 
contained within a circle and a square, 
demonstrating his geometrical notions of 
anatomical proportions.  It also projects the 
intellectual power and presence of man.



Architecture and Sculpture

Through the millennia man has 
evolved an extraordinary art of 
architecture with three basic 
geometric forms: the circle, the 
rectangle, and the triangle. Man 
has been able to create the most 
beautiful and perplexing 
architectural movements 
throughout the world. While 
depicting sculpture, the different 
attitudes of man emerged from 
the bronze or stone in which they 
were fashioned. Everything 
depicted here is inorganic, and 
yet it exposes the hand of man at 
his best.



Science and Technology

At the summit of man’s brainpower 
lies his extraordinary ability to 
decipher and control time, space, 
energy and matter. In this panel I 
intend to very briefly describe man’s 
brilliance, his evolving compassion 
and love for his fellow man, and a 
total dedication to the welfare of 
others. Here a man who might have 
lost his limb to the harshness of 
industry or the cruelty of land mines 
receives by the grace of man a 
mechanical arm to restore his dignity 
and self-reliance. The rose 
represents the beauty and 
technology of the universe.



Artist Statement
In my approach to painting, my first consideration is the intent; the reason why I will undertake 
the project.  With the exception of beauty that at times will incite us to attempt to capture it on 
canvas, for me, painting involves a profound thought that has to be communicated to our fellow 
residents of the world. For me painting is a language without barriers, instant communication 
with our own kind. Once something important attracts my attention or defies my reason, I hold 
that thought until an image emerges.  For example; my research of the mindless killing of whales 
brought me to the words of our great Jacques Cousteau: "A Crimson mantle floating on the sea." 
What a moving and powerful statement! It incited me to create "Trapped in its Element'' where I 
portray these giant victims so cruelly and callously exterminated along with a voluminous 
"collateral damage" to massive amounts of other creatures of the sea, like dolphins, seals and the 
like. All this is very effectively done from small boats with man's technology.  Next, I wanted to 
portray other aspects of our threatened environments. The birds, nothing but black birds, are all I 
see from my windows. Where are the beautiful birds? On research one finds out the tragic fate of 
beautiful birds. One of the most enchanting ones is the crane, which in "Jewels of the Wind" I 
associated with the ballet "Swan Lake" (The Death of the Swan), and bowing out of the stage (of 
life) forever. One has only to browse in search of magnificent animals such as the tiger, elephant, 
rhino, gorilla and countless others. The data shows the greed of man and his ignorant arrogance 
and cold cruelty at the root of their disappearance from our world. By depicting them I was 
hoping to move the heart of man into a sense of remorse for our collective ignorance and 
brutality, as well as gratitude and respect for their presence.  The most painful of the four panels 
to depict; "Extinction", was the destruction of the environment through fire, as it is willfully done 
in the rain forest of Brazil and other places. As I was depicting their anguish, unable to escape, 
thousands of creatures were being charred, as if the treasures to be found below the surface 
have any relevance in the real context of nature and the survival of the species, including our 
own.



http://omahamagazine.com/articles/alicia-sancho-scherich/



































EDUCATION 

1987-97 CHREIGHTON UNIVERSITY (Omaha, NE) Color Theory, Oil Painting, Watercolor, 
Pastel and Acrylics.  This included Relief Printing, Etching and Life Drawing with Professor 
Thein.

1977-79 METRO TECH (Omaha, NE.)  Graphic Design, Typography & Advertising 
Illustration.

1973-75 SAN JOSE CITY COLLEGE  (San Jose, CA.)  Art Design, Calligraphy & Ceramics.

1968-70 BELLEVUE COLLEGE  (Bellevue, NE.) Acrylics, Silk Screen Printing and Engraving 
with Joyce Wilson. 

1955-59 INSTITUTE OF PROFESSIONAL TEACHING FOR WOMEN  (Madrid, Spain) 
Acrylics, Silk Screen Printing and Engraving with Joyce Wilson. 

1946-52 SCHOOL OF ARTS AND CRAFTS OF MADRID  (Madrid, Spain)  Life Drawing.  I 
earned several awards including the Extraordinary Award consisting of a visit to several 
cities of artistic and cultural prominence in southern Spain. 



 ACCOMPLISHMENTS & EXHIBITIONS

2016 Exhibited the completed “World Peace” Mural at the Lied Center for the Art 
(Creighton University).  I consider this my greatest, most thought provoking and timely 
achievement of all.  It consists of eighteen oil on linen canvases depicting the positive 
and negative aspects of man.  It probes the causes of war which provokes the worst in 
man.  It exposes the devastating influence of man on his environment and the animals.  
It also portrays the best in humanity manifested through Love, Art, Science and 
Technology.      

2001 Commissioned by Saint Joseph Hospital to do a watercolor painting of Saint 
Joseph (50”x65”) 

2000 “World Peace” mural preview presentation at Creighton University.

1999 Exhibited “3 Generations of Spanish Painters” at Mutual of Omaha.  The 
exhibit consisted of works from Alicia Sancho Scherich, Mariano Sancho (Alicia’s father) 
and Ulpiana San Jose de Sancho (Alicia’s great-grandmother).

1998 Exhibited “3 Generations of Spanish Painters” at Offutt AFB. 



 ACCOMPLISHMENTS & EXHIBITIONS cont’d

1994 Exhibited “3 Generations of Spanish Painters” at Peter Kiewit Conference 
Center (February).  Exhibited “3 Generations of Spanish Painters” at Creighton Fine 
Arts Gallery (November).

1986-87 Commissioned by the College of Saint Mary to portray six of its past 
presidents.  They were done in oil on line canvas (22”x28”).

1986-87 Selected to create four portraits of present and past presidents of the 
Woodmen of the World Society.  They were done in oil on linen canvas (32”x48”)

1984 Twenty Talents Exhibit

1981 Selected to create a mural (8’ x 16’) in Bennington, NE.  It included the 
portraits of the family’s children and was done in acrylics on prepare drywall.  



  Paintings in Private Collections:

Maj. Gen. Dr. Walter Tkash – (surgeon General and personal physician to President Nixon) 
Pastel portrait of his wife (18” x 24”) (1963).
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Reck – Three pastel portraits of their children (18” x 24”) (1966).
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert A. Paschal – One oil portrait of their daughter Gail (22” x 28”) (1969). 
Pastel portrait of their daughter Lynne (18” x 24”).
Dr. John Ferrante – Oil portrait (24” x 30”) (1970 NJ).
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis – A mural including portraits of their children done in acrylic (8’ x 16’) at 
their home in Bennington , NE (1981).
Colonel and Mrs. Dennis Golemis – Creative family portrait in acrylic on watercolor board 
(22” x 28”) (1974 CA).
Mr. and Mrs. Doane McIntosh – Two oil portraits (22” x 28”) (1980) and a family portrait also 
in oil (19” x 25”)(1980).
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Holt – Posthumous oil portrait of their five year old daughter Mindy (16” x 
20”) Also an homage to her memory (18”x24”) illustrated with images from her brief life and 
a poem written in calligraphy (1984).
Woodmen of the World Society - Four portraits of past presidents: Mr. W. A. Fraser, Mr. 
Howard M. Lungren, Mr. W. H. Martin and Mr. John G. Bookout.  Done in oil on linen canvas 
(32” x 43”)(1985-1986). 



  Paintings in Private Collections cont’d:

College of Saint Mary - Six portraits of past presidents: Sisters Maria Patricia, Maria Alice 
and Maria Angelica, Mr. William Fitzgerald, Mr. John M. Shonsey (1984) and Mr. Charles 
Hieter (1986) done in oil on linen canvas (22” x 28”).
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Oats – Portraits in oil on canvas (22’ x 28’) 1982.  Four pastel sketches 
of their children (11” x 14”) 1984.  A collage of three recent weddings (25” x 30”) (1999).
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Vance – Portrait in oil on canvas (22” x 28”) of their nine year old Sara 
(1985).
Anita Otwell – Pastel portrait (18” x 24”)(1985)
Mrs. Marjorie Wibye – Portrait of Grandmother and child (16” x 20”)(1987).
Mr. and Mrs. Gigrich – One oil portrait (22” x 28”) and one oil portrait (16” x 20”) of 
their son in his West Point uniform and a watercolor portrait of Mrs. Gigrich’s mother.
Beatrice de la Peine- Scroll of recognition for L’Alliance Francaise to Monsieur Jean Noel 
Rey, Attache linguistiqaue au Consulat de Chicago.   Watercolor on parchment paper 
(1988).
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J Bodziak – Pastel portraits of their three children (18”x24”)(1989 
& 1998)
Portrait of Madame Monif – Pastel on paper (19”x25”)(1989)
Dr. and Mrs. Booth – Pencil portrait of both on 17” round paper (1989)
Excmo. Sr. D. Gabriel Fdez. De Valderrama y Senora:  “Portrait of Mother Teresa”, 
linoleum print on rice paper (19”x24”) (1989, Madrid, Spain).
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Roggenbach – Creative portrait of the bride and her mother.  Oil on 
canvas(18”x24”) (1990).



   Paintings in Private Collections cont’d:

Mrs. Danielle Reichert – Creative portrait in pencil on paper of mother and daughter. 
(16”x20”) (1990).
Mrs. Jeanne Jeroch – Two creative pastel portraits of her children Noel and Todd (19”x24”) 
(1991).
Kazue Ohno – Two collages of her sister’s wedding (22”x30”) (1991).  A portrait of the 
whole family in watercolor on paper (11”x14”) (1992, Saitama, Japan).
Mr. and Mrs. Raul Pupo – Synthesis of their daughter Martha’s wedding (18”x24”) (1991).
Ibrahim Hassan Mahmoud – Creative portrait in pastel on paper (19”x24”) (1992, United 
Arab Emirates).
Mr. and Mrs. Jose Salarich – Pencil synthesis of their granddaughter Christina (11”x14”) 
(1991, Madrid, Spain).
Mr. and Mrs. Gareth Morris – Portrait of their daughter Magdalene.  Pastel on paper 
(19”x24”) (1991).
Dr. Christopher Gallagher – A creative pencil drawing of the couple, in memory of his 
beloved wife Ulla (18”x24”).
Father Lubbers – Three scrolls of recognition for contribution to SCOLA on parchment 
paper (9”x14”).
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Woods – “The Gang of Four” Pastel on paper (19”x24”) (1993)
Saint Joseph Hospital – Watercolor painting of Saint Joseph (50”x65”)(2001).



Thank you for your consideration.  If you have any questions or we can 
supply you with additional information, please contact Norma or Steve 
Scherich.  

Contact Information:

Artist:    Alicia Sancho Scherich
Mailing Address:  1110 Murray Point,                  
  Plattsmouth, Nebraska 68048

Norma Scherich  NScherich@icloud.com  (402) 850-5257

  or 

Steve Scherich     Steve.Scherich@CBSHOME.com  (402) 699-2272

https://youtu.be/bnoMK8nkYU0
Or if you prefer, go to YouTube and search for 
Alicia Sancho Scherich.  

mailto:NScherich@icloud.com
mailto:Steve.Scherich@CBSHOME.com
https://youtu.be/bnoMK8nkYU0
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