"Twenty-Third Psalm"

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures;

He leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul;
He leadeth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death. I will fear no evil;
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies; thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life; and I will dwell
in the house of the Lord forever.

Celebrating the Life of

Rhea Ayers Payne Wiles
May 5, 1945 — December 30, 2025




Celebrating...Honoring...Remembering

First Baptist Church of Elberton
Saturday, January 10, 2026, at 11:00a.m.

Order of Service

Preservice Music Myrs. Margaret Purvis
Processional “Dancing In The Sky”
Welcome Dr. Ben Brammer
Eulogy Mr. Ryan Wiles
“It Is Well with My Soul” Congregation
Message Dr. Ben Brammer
“Jealous of the Angels” Donna Taggert

Closing Prayer Dr. Ben Brammer

“Amazing Grace” Congregation

Recessional “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Contributions
The Elbert Theatre Foundation
Post Office Box 70
Elberton, Georgia 30635

Respectfully conducted by Berry Funeral Home

Obituary
Ms. Rhea Ayers Payne Wiles, 80, of Elberton, GA, passed away on

December 30, 2025, at her residence.

The fourth of six children, Rhea was born in Elberton, GA on May 5,
1945, and was raised in Calhoun Falls, SC. She was a 1963 graduate of
Calhoun Falls High School, where she was named Miss Calhoun Falls
that same year.

Rhea worked in the granite industry for most of her career and
retired from Dixie Granite Company as Administrative Operations
Payroll Manager. She was a faithful member of First Baptist Church of
Elberton, where she was active in the Alpha Louree Sunday School
Class, the Backpack Ministry, the Grandparent Ministry to the youth,
and the SAM (Senior Adult Ministry).

Above all else, Rhea fiercely loved and adored her children. Being
their mother was her greatest pride and joy, and she was their constant
champion —steadfast in her devotion, and unwavering in her love and
support. Her family was the center of her world, and that love only
deepened with the arrival of her grandson, Weston, who became the
light of her life.

She was a member of the Preceptor Upsilon Chapter of Beta Sigma
Phi and was voted Valentine Queen by her sorority in 2013. Rhea was
also an ardent supporter of the Elbert Theatre, appearing in numerous
performances. She was awarded Best Comedic Scene in 2015 for her
role in Dashing Through the Snow. In her spare time, she enjoyed
playing Bunco and spending time with friends and family.

Survivors include her children: Lisa Elaine Wiles of Macon, GA;
Kristi Wiles Emeneker and her husband, Victor, of North Augusta, SC;
and Ryan Matthew Wiles and his wife, Shannon, of Avondale Estates,
GA; her grandson, Weston Payne Wiles; siblings: Jo Patterson of
Calhoun Falls, SC; Toni Ross of Greenwood, SC; and Fred Payne of
Calhoun Falls, SC; along with a host of nieces, nephews, and other
relatives.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Ozro Raymond “Pete”
Payne and Annie Lucille Ayers Payne; and siblings, Sammy Payne and
Pete Payne.






