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IN LOVING 

James John AAsum 
April 25, 1930 - July 31, 2020 
 
James J. AAsum, a longtime Corvallis chiropractor who played a significant role in 
advancing chiropractic care and insurance coverage for patients in Oregon and 
throughout the nation, died July 31, 2020, in Eugene. He was 90. 
Jim was born April 25, 1930, in Minneapolis, Minn., to Thomas AAsum and Vivian 
AAsum (Ostrander). Jim grew up and went to high school in Fairmont, Minn. Fol-
lowing his graduation in 1948, the family moved to Corvallis, where Thomas 
AAsum established his chiropractic practice, the AAsum Clinic. 

Jim graduated from Logan Chiropractic College in St. Louis, Mo., and did graduate 
work at Palmer Chiropractic College in Davenport, Iowa, before returning to Cor-
vallis and joining his father. He practiced with his father for 13 years before Thom-
as AAsum retired. Jim expanded and relocated the AAsum Clinic to downtown 
Corvallis, where for more than two decades Jim treated patients from throughout 
the Willamette Valley and the Oregon Coast. 

He was active in state and national chiropractic organizations, and for many years 
worked as a volunteer lobbyist encouraging Congress and the Oregon Legislature 
to expand Medicare and other insurance coverage to patients seeking chiropractic 
care. 

Jim was a charismatic speaker and frequently invited to give talks at chiropractic 
colleges and public schools, where he encouraged students to “think tall, stand 
tall, be tall.” At his office and at many of his appearances he handed out purple 
cards that said, “Keep Smiling.” 

Jim took his own advice and lived a remarkably full, fun, and active life. Following 
his retirement in 1990, Jim and his wife and fellow adventurer of 46 years, Patty 
AAsum, traveled throughout the United States and Canada in a Country Coach 
bus. They spent summers at their lakeside home in Lincoln City, Ore., and winters 
in Palm Springs, Calif., with large groups of friends in both locales, with whom 
they skied, sailed, played tennis and golf, and took bike trips. Wherever he went, 
Jim was in high demand as an emcee for parties and an enthusiastic leader of 
group bike rides. 

In 2014 Jim and Patty moved to Eugene to be closer to family. They found a 
church home at Northwood Christian Church in Springfield. Jim volunteered at 
PeaceHealth’s RiverBend hospital and, ever the caregiver, was still working four-
hour shifts even into his late 80s, moving patients in wheelchairs around the hos-
pital and supporting patients and their families. 

Jim was preceded in death by his parents; a brother, Tom AAsum Jr., and a daugh-
ter, Debbie Brye. He is survived by his wife, Patty, of Eugene; a son, Mark AAsum 
of Corvallis; a daughter, Christine Brye of Florida; two step-children, Kim Terrell of 
Eugene and Rick Attig of Portland; two sisters, Nancy Packer of Corvallis and Anita 
Jean Wylie of Springfield; six grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren. 

Memory 

When the time comes and we can’t be together, 
keep me in your heart I will be there forever. 



 
In Loving Memory of 

 

James John AAsum 
 

Age 90 
 

Date of Birth 
April 25, 1930 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 

Entered into Rest 
July 31, 2020 

Eugene, Oregon 
 

Graveside Service 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 

Oak Lawn Memorial Park 
Corvallis, Oregon 

 
Officiant 

Pastor Barry Lind 
 

Musicians 
John Hakes 
Chris Stark 

 
Private Inurnment 

Oak Lawn Memorial Park 
Corvallis, Oregon 

Afterglow  

laughing 

 
 

I’d like the memory of me 

   to be a happy one. 
I’d like to leave an  

   afterglow of smiles 

when life is done. 
 

   I’d like to leave an echo 
 

  whispering softly down the ways... 

 Of happy times, and laughing times, 
  and bright and sunny days. 

 

  I’d like the tears of those who grieve 
 

  to dry before the sun, 
 

Of happy memories  that I leave  

  when life is done. 
 

     -Helen Lowrie 
 


