
 Carmen Liddick of Houghton, finished her race on July 23, 2026 at the 
age of eighty-eight. She has only begun to be missed by her family whom she 
loved dearly. 
 Born June 4, 1938 in Grand Rapids, MI, Carmen lived in the surrounding 
countryside and small suburbs through her growing up years and graduated from 
Coopersville High School. Her late parents, Gerald and Mildred (Way) 
VanderVeen, founded LaVeen’s Department Store, which served the western sub-
urbs of Grand Rapids, MI, for more than 60 years before it closed in 2010. Car-
men earned her B.A. degree in English in 1960 from Houghton College, now Uni-
versity (Houghton, NY). 
 Following college Carmen taught high school English in Sparta and 
Kent City, MI, and earned her Master’s degree from the University of Michigan 
before accepting a position on the faculty of Olivet Nazarene College, Kankakee, 
IL. In 1964 she married college classmate Dean Liddick and moved to western 
New York, where he was Houghton College public information director. Carmen 
taught English at Letchworth Central School in Gainesville, NY, at Houghton Col-
lege, and for sixteen years at Houghton Academy, where she was English depart-
ment head. She retired in 1996 because of chronic Lyme Disease, complications 
of which she endured until her death. 
 In addition to her teaching, Carmen was an avid gardener, having a 
large vegetable garden in her younger years and more recently enjoying choos-
ing and planting flowers for her window box. While raising her family she ran a 
home exercise group, held a monthly missionary meeting in her home, hosted 
her children’s friends, and served at Houghton Wesleyan Church in various ways. 
Another hobby, crocheting, resulted in one or more afghans for each grandchild. 
Carmen also enjoyed putting jigsaw puzzles together. 
 An only child, Carmen delighted in her own growing family. With Dean, 
her husband of nearly 62 years, she had two children, Casda (Nathan) Danner 
and Mitchell (Karen) Liddick. Carmen’s grandchildren Nicholas (Beth) Liddick, 
Clayton (Tori) Danner, Courtney (Jonathon) Meyer, Ethan (Amanda) Liddick, Chris-
topher (Abbey) Danner, Justin (Krista) Liddick, Joel (Olivia) Danner, Booker (Grace) 
Liddick, Colyn, Dominic, and Gavin Liddick and eleven great grandchildren were 
a tremendous joy to her and she was always happy to listen to them, read to 
them, and watch or join them in their play. 
 Her care extended to more challenging duties as well when she cared 
for both her mother-in-law and mother until their deaths. She traveled widely in 
the U.S. and made trips to Belgium, Canada, England, France, Germany, India, 
Ireland, Italy and Switzerland, but enjoyed being home the most. 
 Surgeries in her early teen years led to some lifelong chronic health 
issues which she handled with great fortitude. Her mother and a younger cousin 
both remembered that she “never complained.” That grace, unassuming courage, 
and consistent demonstration of care and love undergirded her family to the end 
of her life. 
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Prelude   
  Selected hymns 
  “Come Ye Disconsolate”                                                    Smith 
  “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                   Nelson 

 (Recording from 2000 HWC Choir with Dean, Casda, and 
Nathan singing in the ensemble) 

 

Greeting 

Hymn #404— How Firm a Foundation 

Prayer 

Old Testament Reading - Psalm 145: 1-21 

Psalm 23   

Time of Remembrance 

Hymn #43—Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

New Testament Reading—John 14: 1-4, 18-19, 25-27 

Message   

Prayer of Commendation 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn #49 - Children of the Heavenly Father 

Benediction 

Postlude 
   “It Is Well with My Soul”                                 Bliss, Schwoebel 
   (please remain for this duet by Nicholas and Bethie) 
 

   “O the Deep, Deep Love”                                               Halberg 
 
 

 Officiate: Rev. Dr. Bill Allen 
 

Organist: Nicholas Liddick     Pianist: Bethie Liddick 
 

Pall Bearers: Jonathon Meyer, Ethan Liddick,  
Justin Liddick, Joel Danner, Booker Liddick, 

Colyn Liddick, Dominic Liddick 

PSALM 23 (The Message) 

1-3 GOD, my shepherd! 
    I don’t need a thing. 
You have bedded me down in lush meadows, 
    you find me quiet pools to drink from. 
True to your word, 
    you let me catch my breath 
    and send me in the right direction. 
4 Even when the way goes through 
    Death Valley, 
I’m not afraid 
    when you walk at my side. 
Your trusty shepherd’s crook 
    makes me feel secure. 
5 You serve me a six-course dinner 
    right in front of my enemies. 
You revive my drooping head; 
    my cup brims with blessing. 
6 Your beauty and love chase after me 
    every day of my life. 
I’m back home in the house of GOD 
    for the rest of my life. 

If desired, memorial gifts may be made to the VanderVeen    
endowed scholarship at Houghton University, to Houghton 
Wesleyan Church, or to Houghton Academy. 


