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Poem 
I came into this life  

You held me in your arms  
You kept me safe  

So no one could harm  
 

You taught me values  
Lessons in life I would learn  

You taught me to respect;  
I gave you love in return.  

 

You have always been in my life  
Through thick and thin,  

And now my lonely journey  
Without you will begin.  

 

For you were my hero,  
Forever and a day.  

You will always remain that hero  
Till I meet you again someday.  

 

I will embrace you in my arms  
And hold on tight.  

I will stand by your side  
And you will never leave my sight.  

 

I miss you so much.  
The pain does not ease.  

I pray you are happy  
And finally at peace  

 

Love you 
Uncle Robert Lee Rhodes  

Acknowledgment 
The family of Robert Lee Rhodes wishes to Thank You for your expressions of 

kindness and sympathy during this difficult time.  

Pallbearers 
Joseph Clark          Brian Barrows, Sr.        Jeffrey Burton-Rhodes  
Stephen Rhodes          Rashaun Burkes        Joaquin Thomas  
           William Andrews 



Life Reflections  Order  of Service 

R obert Lee Rhodes, born September 5, 1959, in Sumter, South 
Carolina, peacefully entered eternal rest on September 2, 2023, 

at Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts. He was the 
beloved son of Albertha and the late Leon Rhodes. He was affectionately 
known as Uncle Rob within his family. 

Robert's journey began in Boston, MA, where he graduated from 
English High School and subsequently served in the United States Navy, 
inspired by his Uncle James Polk, Sr. Over the years, he honed his culinary 
skills by attending culinary school at the Omni Parker House Hotel. Shortly 
after, he began working as a chef in renowned establishments like the Hyatt 
Regency Boston and the lunch counter at Sparr’s Drugstore. For 28 years, 
Robert dedicated himself as a bus monitor for special needs children in the 
Boston Public Schools. 

He cherished his role as a devoted son, caring brother, and loving 
uncle, playing a significant part in raising nieces and nephews. Robert's 
daughter, Shaniqua, and granddaughter, Justice, were a source of immense joy, 
and he treasured their time together. He consistently encouraged and 
supported his family, imparting life lessons and his unwavering faith. 

Robert was a talented portrait artist and an exceptional cook. His 
passions included fishing, beach excursions, music, dancing, storytelling, and 
sharing laughter with friends and family. 

Robert was preceded in death by his father, Leon Rhodes, maternal 
grandmother Mary Martha Polk, paternal grandparents Mary and Malachai 
Rhodes, and sisters Doretha Rhodes-Igbo and Lethia Mae Rhodes (AKA Tisa). 
Robert is survived by his mother, Albertha Rhodes, his daughter Shaniqua 
Choice, granddaughter Justice Thomas-Choice, his sisters Martha Rhodes-
Hodges of Midlothian, VA, Barbara Rhodes, and brother Melvin Rhodes, and 
a host of cherished aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, and cousins.  

Robert's memory will forever be cherished by those he touched with his 

warmth, love, and unwavering support. 

Prelude    

Call to Worship                 Elder Chase Grogan        

 Leader:  As a farther has compassion for his children, so the Lord has compassion for those who fear 
God.   

 People:  As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you says, the Lord.  

Opening Prayer       Rev. Virginia Coakley    

Congregational Hymn What A Friend We Have In Jesus      

Prayer of Confession               Elder Chase Grogan    

Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our understanding, and you 
have set us on paths of righteousness for your name’s sake.  Yet we have strayed from your 
way; we have sinned through we have done and what we have left undone.  As we 
remember the lavish gift of your grace symbolized in baptism, O God, we praise you and 
give you thanks that you forgive us yet again.  Grant us now, we pray, the grace to die daily 
to sin, and to rise daily to new life in Christ, who lives and reigns with you, and in whose 
strong name we pray.  Amen.  

Silent Prayer of Confession  

 Assurance of Pardon                                   Rev. Virginia Coakley   

The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  May the God of mercy, who forgives us all our sins, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal 
life.  Thanks be to God.  

Gloria Patri 
Congregation: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Solo   His Eye is On The Sparrow  Valerie Ingram  

Old Testament Reading Psalms 23    Shaniqua Choice  

Reading of Obituary     Barbara Rhodes                 

Celebrating and Remembering 

Prayer of Comfort      Deacon Linda Wright  

New Testament Reading  John 14: 1-6    Rev. Virginia Coakley  

Song of Praise  My Life Is In Your Hands  Thanayi Henry  

Proclamation of the Word    Rev. Virginia Coakley  

Affirmation of Faith 
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ his 
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into Hades; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen.  

Closing Hymn  Blessed Assurance 

Benediction      Rev. Virginia Coakley  

Recessional   

Procession to Mount Hope Cemetery 
355 Walk Hill Street Mattapan, Massachusetts 


