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May I go now 

May I go now? Do you think the time is right?  

May I say goodbye to pain-filled days and nights?  

I’ve lived my life and done my best, an example I tried to be,  

So can I take that step beyond, and set my spirit free?  

I didn’t want to go at first, I fought with all my might,  

But something seems to draw me now to a warm and loving light.  

I want to go, I really do.  It’s difficult to stay.  

But I will try as best I can to live just one more day.  

To give you time to care for me and share your love and fears.  

I know you’re sad and are afraid, because I see your tears.  

I’ll not be far, I promise that and hope you ’ll always know 

That my spirit will be close to you wherever you may go.  

Thank you so for loving me. You know that I love you, too.  

That’s why it’s hard to say good-bye and end this life with you.  

So, hold me now just one more time and let me hear you say,  

Because you care so much for me,  

YOU WILL LET ME GO TODAY.  

Funeral Arrangements entrusted to: 

534 Hampton Street 

Rock Hill, SC 29730 

Phone: (803) 327-4245 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: 
The family of Rev. Emmett Browning, Jr. wishes to express heartfelt gratitude for every 
kindness shown during this time of loss. Your prayers, calls, cards, food, flowers, and 
presence have brought comfort beyond words. We thank the church family, community, 
friends, neighbor and loved ones who have surrounded us with love and support. May God 
bless and keep you always.  
 

Special Thanks 
To the caregivers (Caregivers) - Delores Sibley, Precious Stringfellow, Debbie Robinson and 
Raymond Wright, Thank you for the compassionate care you provided in our loved one's 
final days. Your kindness, patience, and dedication brought immense comfort to our family. 
We are deeply grateful for your gentle presence and the dignity you showed them. Thank you 
for going above and beyond to support us during a difficult time.  
 
The Staff at Hospice and Community Care, Medical staff at Piedmont Medical Center,  
Westminster Rehabilitation, Atrium Home Health and Doctors’ care at Novant Health in 
Rock Hill Family Medicine.  

 

 

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE AND LEGACY FOR 

Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. 
Sunrise: March 28, 1936 -  Sunset: August 30, 2026 

 
SERVICE 

September 5, 2026  11:00 AM 
Kenneth Monroe Transformation Center 

745 Saluda Street, Rock Hill, South Carolina 
 

Officiating - Reverend Brittany White, Pastor 
Eulogist - Bishop Eric Leake 

Presiding Prelate of the South Atlantic Episcopal District 



  

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Processional .................................................................................................................. Clergy and Family 
 

Invocation ................................................................................................... Reverend Matthew Browning 
 

Hymn of Praise ............................................................................................. “When Peace Like A River” 
  
Scripture Readings:                                          
       Old Testament .................................... Psalm 23 ........................................... Reverend Vincent Long 
 Bethel AME Zion Church - Spring Lake, NC  
 

       New Testament ............................ II Timothy 4:1-8 ........................... Presiding Elder Sandra Sistare 
 Presiding Elder of the Cheraw - Bennettsville District 
  
 

Prayer of Comfort ...................................................................................... Presiding Elder Otha L. Smith 
 Presiding Elder of the York-Chester District 
 

Choir Selection ............................................................................................................. Men of Zion Choir 
 

Remarks ( 2 minutes, please) .....................................................................................................................  
 Community .......................................................... Mr. Will Hinton and Mr. Terry Hinton 
 Friend ................................................. Rev. Thomas J. Barber, Boyd Hill Baptist Church 
 Church Family ......................................................................................... Ms. Linda Brice 
 Clergy ........................................ Rev. William N. Long, Union Ezell AME Zion Church 
  
Choir Selection .................................................................. Mt. Zion AME Zion Church - Hickory Grove 
 

Acknowledgments/Obituary Read Silently ......................................................... Robinson Funeral Home 
 

Resolution ...................................................................................................................................................  
 

Presentation of the Bishop................................................................................ Bishop Warren M. Brown 
 

Choir Selection/Poem/Solo ........................................................................... South Carolina Hymn Choir 
 

Eulogy .......................................................................................................................... Bishop Eric Leake 
 Presiding Prelate of the South Atlantic Episcopal District 
 

Committal/Benediction 
 

Recessional .................................................................................................................................................  
 

Internment ....................................................................................................... Grandview Memorial Park 
 
 
 

*Repast will be served at the Kenneth Monroe Transformation Center  
immediately following the Interment. 

 

    

Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. was born in Spartanburg County on March 28, 1936, to the late 

Major and Estelle Browning. He was the seventh of ten children. Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. 

was preceded in death by his wife, the late Mary Edith Bostic Browning and the great-great grandchild, 

Zolenn Tate. Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. came from humble beginnings and hard work as the 

son of a sharecropper. Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. accepted Christ at an early age. 
 

Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. was married on June 22, 1958 to the late Mary Edith Bostic of this 

union were born five children: Presiding Elder Sharon Browning, Mary Janette Mackey, Sandra D. 

McNeil (Thomas), and Emmett E. Browning all from Rock Hill, SC; Tamula B. Helmuth (Jordan) of 

Winter Garden, FL; eight grandchildren, Chad Kirk (Shamecca), Cherita Kirk, Zadgery McNeil, Erin 

Gray, Jeremy McNeil, Nina Mackey, Skylar Helmuth, and Jewel Helmuth; six great-grandchildren:    

Angel Kirk, Brinae McNeil, Alani Kirk, Zaire Williams, Jeremiah McNeil, and Journee McNeil; great-

great-grandchildren:  London Kirk, Bleu Kirk, Zoey Jackson, and Zayne Jackson; his two brothers,    

Jessie Browning (Corrie) of Enoree, SC, and Matthew Browning of Greer, SC.  
 

Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. received his education from the public schools of Woodruff, SC, 

Clinton Junior College and York Technical College. He received his Honorary Doctorate from Clinton 

Junior on May 10, 1996. 
 

Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. was called to the ministry at the age of 16 and preached his trial sermon in 

1952 at his home church - New Hope AME Zion in Sedalia, SC.  However, he preached his  unofficial sermon at 

the home house for his father, mother, and other family members. Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. pastoral 

charges which consisted of the Palmetto Annual Conference, Pee Dee Annual Conference, and South Carolina 

Annual Conference included the following AME Zion Churches:  Gold Mine - Fairfield Circuit, Caldwell Circuit, 

Rice’s Chapel - Old Zion Circuit, Pleasant Grove - New Zion Circuit, Antioch, Mt. Nebo - Rossville Circuit,     

Mt. Calvary - Salem Circuit, Clinton Chapel, Brown’s Chapel, Shiloh, and Mt. Zion - Hickory Grove. Reverend 

Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. also served as one of the assistants to the late Dr. M.B. Robinson, the Presiding Elder 

of the York-Chester District of the South Carolina Conference during his illness.   
 

During his tenure, Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. completed projects such as renovations including 

dining halls, indoor restrooms, replacing roofs, and paving church parking lots. He hosted the Annual 

Conference while pastoring Clinton Chapel AME Zion Church in Union, SC - the late Bishop Arthur 

Marshall, Jr. was the Presiding Prelate. The new fellowship hall and renovation of the sanctuary at      

Mt. Zion AME Zion Church, Hickory Grove, SC came forth under his pastorate.  He led projects to    

liquidate mortgages and left no churches in debt. Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. retired from     

active ministry in 2006 during the 140th Session of the South Carolina Annual Conference after         

fifty-two years of service to God and the AME Zion Church. After retiring, Reverend Dr. Emmett 

Browning, Sr. would accompany and support his daughter, Dr. Sharon Browning to her pastoral         

appointments. However, later he joined St. Matthew AME Zion Church and attended until his illness 

made it impossible for him to attend. He later joined the Men Of Zion that was a joy to him - the         

fellowship, the brotherhood, the love! 
 

Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. personal and community achievements include retiring from Duke 

Power and the city of Rock Hill where he was a professional welder.  He was a life-time member of the 

Rose of Sharon Lodge #156, F and M, PWA serving sixty plus years, served as past Chaplain of the 

South Central Neighborhood Association, and participated in Community Crime Watch. 
 

Reverend Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. was a devoted husband to his bride, father, granddaddy, and of 

course pastor who displayed many qualities among them being leadership, faithfulness, prayer,           

dedication, integrity, wisdom and strength. He was a mentor for so many clergy and laity.  Reverend   

Dr. Emmett Browning, Sr. loved God, loved the church, and loved all people . 


