
Lawson  Jude  Lutgen ,  a  young  man de f ined  by  h i s  f i e r c e

hear t ,  qu i ck  w i t ,  and  a  sou l  o f  ra r e  k indnes s ,  pas s ed

away on  February  13 ,  2026 .  Born  in  G i l l e t t e ,  Wyoming ,

Octob er  5 ,  2006  -  Law made  h i s  f ami ly  comple t e .  Whi l e

he  was  qu i e t  and  r e s e rved  a s  a  ch i ld ,  he  p os s e s s ed  an

intens i ty  that  f a r  outpaced  h i s  yea r s .  As  a  th ree -yea r -

o ld ,  he  wou ld  cha l l enge  h imse l f  t o  1000 -p i e ce  puzz l e s  and

ins i s t  on  comple t ing  them ent i r e ly  h imse l f .  He  was

a lways  indep endent  and  de te rmined  -  t ra i t s  he  ca r r i ed

wi th  h im h i s  ent i r e  l i f e .  Lawson ’ s  s ta ture  may have  b een

sma l l e r  than  h i s  p ee r s  a s  he  g r ew up ,  but  h i s  d r ive  was

unmatched .  He  l i ved  by  the  ph i l o sophy  o f  r e l ent l e s s

e f f o r t  in  eve ry th ing  he  d id .  Whethe r  i t  was  baske tba l l ,  x -

count ry,  f o o tba l l ,  t enn i s ,  t rack ,  wakeb oard ing  e t c .  -

Lawson  had  no  shut -o f f  va lve .  He  was  the  a th l e t e  who

wou ld  d ive  f o r  eve ry  l i ne  and  push  h imse l f  unt i l  he

r eached  the  p o int  o f  phys i ca l  exhaus t i on  f rom s ta r t  to

f in i sh .  He  l oved  the  cha l l enge  o f  b e ing  matched  aga in s t

the  opp os ing  t eam’ s  b e s t  p laye r  whethe r  they  were  the

p o int  guard  o r  c ente r  exempl i f y ing  h i s  hea r t  and  hus t l e .

Lawson  was  r e cogn i zab l e  by  h i s  b eaut i fu l  smi l e ,  h i s  c razy

th i ck  cur ly  ha i r  and  a  s i gnature  smi rk  he  cou ldn ’ t  qu i t e

suppre s s  when  he  ju s t  sa id  someth ing  c l eve r .  He  was

known by  h i s  f r i ends  f o r  b e ing  k ind  and  funny  and  a  ra r e

sou l  who  cou ld  br ing  r i va l s  toge the r ,  o f t en  hos t ing

eve ryone  in  h i s  basement  that  saw s tudent s  f r om b oth

h igh  s cho o l s  l augh ing  and  en joy ing  the i r  t ime  toge the r .

He  l oved  b e ing  w i th  h i s  f r i ends  and  neve r  wanted  to  mi s s

out  on  the  fun .  Lawson  had  a  deep  l ove  f o r  an ima l s ,  and

he  a lways  had  p l enty  a round the  house .  One  o f  h i s

f avor i t e  memor i e s  was  h i s  6 th  b i r thday  sp ent  t rave l ing

through  a  r e co rd -break ing  b l i z za rd  ju s t  to  b r ing  home

h i s  swee t  Peke ,  Mox i e .  Ab ove  a l l ,  Lawson ’ s  wor ld

revo lved  a round h i s  f ami ly.  He  he ld  a  deep  apprec i a t i on

fo r  h i s  aunt s ,  unc l e s ,  cous in s  and  h i s  g randparent s  and

a lways  l o oked  f o rward  to  t imes  that  they  cou ld  a l l  g e t

toge the r .  He  was  qu i ck  to  j o in  in  on  a l l  the  sa r ca sm,

humor  and  whateve r  comp et i t i ve  mi s ch i e f  that  came w i th

fami ly  ga the r ings .  However ,  h i s  ro ck  and  u l t imate  b e s t

f r i end  was  h i s  b ro the r ,  Nash .  The  b ond they  shared  was

unbreakab l e  -  f r e e  o f  typ i ca l  s ib l ing  r i va l ry  and  bu i l t  on

a  f oundat i on  o f  unwaver ing  supp or t  and  l ove .  They  cou ld

make  each  o the r  l augh  t i l l  the  t ea r s  ro l l ed  down the i r

cheeks  and  a lways  had  each  o the r ’ s  back .  In  the  pas t

coup l e  o f  yea r s ,  you  wou ld  ra r e ly  s e e  one  w i thout  the

othe r .  Lawson  o f t en  expre s s ed  how much he  l oved

sp end ing  t ime  w i th  h i s  parent s  and  Nash  a s  a  f ami ly.

They  l oved  anyth ing  ac t ive ,  p l ay ing  ca rds ,  bu i ld ing

pro j e c t s ,  h i t t ing  the  h i l l s  and  the  l ake ,  tak ing  road  t r ip s

fu l l  o f  fun  and  mi shaps  o r  ju s t  hang ing  out  and  en joy ing

each  o the r ' s  company.  H i s  parent s  were  b eyond proud  o f

eve ry th ing  that  encompassed  Lawson .  The i r  house  was

fu l l  o f  l ove  and  l aughte r ,  and  Lawson ’ s  p re s ence  w i l l  b e

mi s s ed  deep ly.  Lawson  l eave s  b eh ind  a  l egacy  o f  s ty l e

(however  mi smatched  o r  backwards  h i s  out f i t s  may have

b een) ,  academic  b r i l l i ance  (a l though  a  comple t e  space

cadet ) ,  and  a  l eve l  o f  k indnes s  that  changed  the  l i ve s  o f

eve ryone  who  knew h im.  
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