
 

 

Arvid David Wright was born on November 13, 1946, to George 
and Cora (Kahlstrom) Wright in Brownington, VT. He grew up 
hunting and fishing in rural Vermont with his older brother, 
George, his younger brother, Ernie, and his sister, Ellen, as well 
as numerous aunts, uncles and cousins. He was especially close 
to his brother, Ernie, who was less than a year younger than him. 
Arvid’s mothers' passing when he was twelve years old, left a 
permanent mark on his life. 
When Arvid was seventeen, he left home and joined the Navy. 
While on leave in San Francisco, CA he met Karen M. Fales, 
who was on vacation. It developed into a long-distance romance. 
Arvid was soon sent to Vietnam. Arvid and Karen were married 
in Orleans, VT on November 25, 1967. In less than a month, 
Arvid was stationed in San Diego, CA where he went through 
training to become an Corpsman. Two years later, Wendy was 
born. 
After leaving the Navy after 10 years of service, Arvid worked 
for many years as a heavy equipment operator in the Port 
Orchard, WA area. It was during this time that Arvid and Karen 
welcomed their son, Kevin. 
The family moved back to Brownington, VT in 1981, then to 
Burlington, VT area seven years later. During this time, he 
continued as a heavy equipment operator. He was always 
interested in helping the “new guy” get started and teaching him 
the right way, but was intolerant of disregard for safety or 
laziness. 
In his middle years, he began doing home remodels. He once 
jacked up an old farmhouse, poured a foundation and created a 
basement, almost singlehandedly.  Family was always important 
to Arvid, so he and his wife moved to MN when her aging 
parents needed assistance. Arvid continued to do home remodels, 
although nothing as ambitious as the farmhouse. He frequently 
worked with his son-in-law, Robert “Bob” Levasseur. 
In his later years, Arvid enjoyed traveling with Karen. In his free 
time, Arvid enjoyed fishing, hunting, cooking and metal work. 
Arvid died on Saturday, March 17, 2018, at the VA Hospital in 
Minneapolis at the age of 71. He is survived by his wife, Karen of 
Alexandria, MN; daughter, Wendy Levasseur of Alexandria, 
MN; son, Kevin (Katie)Wright of Alexandria, VA; son-in-law, 
Robert Levasseur of Alexandria, MN; grandchildren, Jacob and 
Joshua Levasseur and Clara Wright; brother, George (Linda) 
Wright of South Barton; sister, Ellen Barton of Brattleboro, VT; 
and many nieces and nephews; as well as a large extended 
family. 

 

I’m Free 

Don't grieve for me, for now I'm free, 

I'm following the path God laid for me. 

I took his hand when I heard his call, 

I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work, to play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way, 

I've found that peace at the close of the day. 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joy. 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Ah yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 

My Life's been full, I savoured much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch, 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief, 

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and share with me, 

God wanted me now, He set me free. 
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