
 
 was born August 31, 1940, in 
Breckenridge, MN, to Robert and Elvira 
Luvern (Johnson) Doleshy. She grew up as 
an only child on the family farm in rural 
Wahpeton, ND. She graduated from 
Wahpeton High School – class of 1958. She 
then went on to attend NDSSS and 
received her degree in 1959. She was 
honored to work as a secretary at NDSSS 
for Jim Horton. After that, she spent time 
working for the VA in Fargo, eventually 
moving to Jamestown. 
 

In Jamestown, she quickly met the love of 
her life, Dean Twidwell, and 6 months 

later, they eloped and were united in marriage at the EUB church in 
Aberdeen, SD. They enjoyed 52 years together. 
 

The family moved every few years, living in many states. Vera always found a 
job that she loved and made friends with each move. 
 

Vera and Dean moved to Wahpeton, ND in 1986 to be closer to her parents. In 
August 1986, they opened Wahpeton Deli and Wahpeton Video. Mom took 
great pride in the Deli – providing excellent food and customer service. She 
passed these skills on to Dean Jr., who has taken over. She was so happy to 
know she lived to see the business succeed for 40 years! 
 

Vera and Dean Sr. moved to CHI-Riverview in Fargo in 2010 and spent 14 
years there. In August 2024, Vera moved to Siena Court Assisted Living in 
Wahpeton, ND, to be closer to her children. She moved to St Catherine’s 
Living Center in November 2025 and remained there until her passing. 
 

Vera enjoyed all the moves they made over the years, always finding jobs she 
loved and excelled at. With one move, she also decided to sell Avon. She made 
President’s Club her very first year – a huge achievement. She enjoyed 
spending time at their lake home, traveling in their motor home, and loved 
spending winters in Florida, visiting Disney World. They did this from the 
late 80’s through 2010. Vera and Dean enjoyed doing everything together, and 
she missed him greatly for the last 10 years. She looked forward to visits from 
her children and grandchildren. She loved to see pictures on Facebook of the 
grandkids and keep informed about what they were up to. 
 

Vera is survived by her children, Linda (Toviao) Hopkins, Breckenridge, MN, 
and Dean Jr (Missi) Twidwell, Breckenridge, MN, along with her “bonus” 
children, Eugene (Barbara), Mokena, IL, and Michael (Robin), Champaign, IL; 
10 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren. 
 

She was preceded in death by her loving husband, Dean Sr.; parents Robert 
and Luvern Doleshy; “bonus” son David; and many aunts and uncles. 
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Vera Marie Twidwell 
 
 
 

Born 
August 31, 1940 | Breckenridge, Minnesota 

 
Passed Away 

August 5, 2026 | Wahpeton, North Dakota 

 
Age 

85 Years | 11 Months | 5 Days 

 
Funeral Service 

11:00 AM | Monday, August 10, 2026 
Vertin-Munson Funeral Home | Wahpeton, North Dakota 

 
Readings 

John 3:16-21 | Colossians 3:1-4 

 
Officiant 

René Hasbargen 
 

Music 
Cassie Aker | “Amazing Grace” 

Recorded Music | “Almost Home” 
Congregational Hymn | “How Great Thou Art” 

 
Pallbearers 

Grandchildren 
Cecelia (Matt) | Sam (Natalie) | Connor (Thyme) | Addison (Connor) 

Catherine | Sarah | Megan (Anthony) | Paige | Blair (Cory) | Daine  

 
Interment 

Fairview Cemetery | Wahpeton, North Dakota Vertin-Munson Funeral Home | Wahpeton, ND | www.vertinmunson.com 


