Gloria Sylvia Johnson was born on January 18, 1927, in Okabena, MN, to
Frederick and Minnie (Reimers) Siemers. She and her eight siblings were raised
in the ways of simple living and hard work on the farm until Gloria lost her
mother at just 10 years old. In her early teens she became indispensable to her
family’s farming operation. Working with draft horses, Gloria planted a variety
of crops and was her dad’s quintessential farm hand while attending country
school in Jackson County, near Okabena. Each day she rode to and from school
on a horse and buggy until she was able to drive as a teenager. At 17, Gloria
began working as a waitress at a café in Windom, MN, when she met Vernon
Johnson on a blind date, and the couple were married on January 28, 1945, at
Aunt Laura and Uncle Bill’s house in Windom. Gloria and Vernon had six
children: Phyllis, Paulette, LaVern, Marlynn, Loren, and Richard, whom they
also raised in the ways of farming in Normania Township.

Thanks to her childhood, Gloria was no stranger to hard work and the demands
that go along with being a farm wife. She raised garden produce to provide for
her family. She was also a very proficient, self-taught seamstress, whose skills
enabled her to provide handmade clothing for her children, mother-in-law and
other neighbors and family. By word-of-mouth, Gloria and her sewing talents
became highly sought-after as she was called upon to make bridal gowns and
bridesmaid dresses, tailoring, and even custom drapes for an interior design
business in Marshall. Gloria’s love of sewing transformed into a small upholstery
business that she ran from around 1967 until she was 92 in 2019. In 1971, Gloria
and Vernon moved an old chicken coop onto the farm, renovated it and moved
her upholstery business from the family home dining room into the new shop.
When Vernon retired, she recruited his help disassembling furniture so that she
could put it back together with style. Over the years, Gloria and Vernon loved to
go dancing and socializing with neighbors and friends. Gloria’s compassion for
animals resulted in the adoption and rescue of many pets throughout her lifetime.

Gloria and Vernon lived on the Johnson family farm in Normania Township from
1952 until 2006. They sold the farm in 2006 and moved “into town” to spend
their golden years in Clarkfield. Gloria was able to live in her current home in
town from 2006 until just a couple of months ago when she moved into the
Clarkfield Care Center. On Friday, June 14, 2024, at the age of 97, Gloria was
called home for another dance with Vernon. She is preceded in death by her
parents, Fred and Minnie Siemers; husband, Vernon; sons, LaVern and Marlynn
Johnson; four grandchildren: Mark Olson, Tina Dooley (and husband Walter
Dooley), Todd Wold, and Travis Johnson; sons-in-law, Gary Hall and Dan Bazis,
and her eight siblings.

Gloria is survived by her children, Phyllis Hall of Irving, Texas, Paulette
O’Connell & (Randy Miller) of Clarkfield, Loren Johnson & (Vanessa Wolf) of
Los Angeles, California, and Richard Johnson of Mankato; 11 grandchildren; 20
great-grandchildren; six great-great-grandchildren; four great-great-great-
grandchildren, and many nieces and nephews.
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The Twenty-Third Psalm

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He
maketh me to lie down in green pastures, He
leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul. He leadeth me in the paths
of righteousness for His name's sake.

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies, thou anointest my
head with oil, my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house
of the Lord forever.

In lieu of a thank you card, please accept our sincere thanks and gratitude
for the cards, condolences, and time spent today sharing your memories
of Gloria. The kind sentiments and gestures will not be forgotten.

~The Family of Gloria Johnson
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Memorial Service
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Officiant
Pastor Mort Meyenburg

Pianist
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Interment
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