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Cecelia Ann
Filko

A fearless soul who
danced to her own beat,
The sky was yours, now

your rest is sweet.
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Ms. Cecelia Ann Filko, a lifelong resident of Lansing, Michigan, passed away on Saturday,
January 10, 2026, at the age of 69. Born on September 20, 1956, Cecelia was the firstborn child
of Joseph and Flavia Filko and the eldest of four siblings. Proud of her heritage, she and her
siblings were raised in Lansing as second-generation Slavić.

Cecelia’s journey began at Immaculate Heart of Mary School and continued through Everett
High School. Her formative years were defined by a spirited sense of adventure and a refusal
to be confined by convention. A fearless and vibrant soul, Cecelia was a self-described
"badass rebel" who delighted in breaking the rules and possessed an uncanny ability to be the
bright spot in a bleak day. Her extensive travels and life experiences gifted her with a
profound, worldly perspective. This depth allowed her to connect effortlessly with people
from all walks of life, offering a unique understanding and empathy that became the hallmark
of her phenomenal personality.

Her zest for life was perhaps best captured in her passion for skydiving; she took to the skies
for several successful jumps, always returning to earth with a radiant, ear-to-ear smile. A true
devotee of Rock n’ Roll, Cecelia was rarely seen without her signature style, beautifully
adorned in "oodles" of her cherished silver jewelry.

Beyond her adventurous exterior lay a heart of deep devotion. She served as a dedicated
caregiver for her mother until her passing, and subsequently cared for her father, "Zedo," until
her own health concerns required her to step back.

Cecelia leaves to cherish her memory her father, Joseph Filko; her brother, Joseph (Patty)
Filko; and her nieces, Autumn (Dapreesch) Scates, Merah (Andrew) Hebert, and Cassie
(Brian) Venable. Her legacy lives on through her great-nieces, Chloe Scates and Sienna
Eirosius; her great-nephews, Carter Scates and Andrés Hebert; and her beloved best friends,
Sharon Jones and Sharon Churchill. She is also survived by many dear relatives and friends,
including several cousins in Florida and Pennsylvania, and her cousin Beverly, with whom she
shared a particularly special bond.

She was preceded in death by her mother, Flavia Filko, and her sisters, Cindie Filko and Mary
Ann Venable.

The family extends a heartfelt thank you to Cecelia’s niece and nephew-in-love, Autumn and
Dapreesch Scates, for opening their home and hearts to her, providing a sanctuary of love
and family during her final year of life.

The Best

God saw you getting tired 
and a cure was not to be.

So He put His arms around you 
and whispered, “Come to ME.”

With tearful eyes we watched you 
and saw you pass away.

Although we loved you dearly, 
we could not make you stay.

A golden heart stopped beating. 
Hard working hands at rest.

God broke our hearts 
to prove to us 

He only takes the best.
Your Family

Prelude
Processional  ................................................................................... Family
The Lord’s Prayer ............................................ Autumn Scates, Niece
Musical Selection ............................................... “Heros” David Bowie
Acknowledgements of Cards,
Condolences & Obituary ............................... Merah Hebert, Niece
Words of Love ... (Please Limit to 2 Minutes) ... Family & Friends
Tribute Video .................................................................................................

Recessional

Repast to follow directly after Services
Paradise Funeral Chapel & Arrangement Services Repast Hall
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