
 IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
 

Stacy Kim Brotzel 
 

WHO WAS BORN 
November 17, 1960 
Fresno, California 

 

AND CALLED TO HER ETERNAL HOME 
May 25, 2026 

Milbank, South Dakota 
 

FUNERAL SERVICE 
Wednesday, June 10, 2026 - 10:30 a.m. 

Mundwiler Funeral Home Chapel 
Milbank, South Dakota 

 

OFFICIANT 
Pastor Brian McFaden 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
“Scars In Heaven” | “Beat You There” 

“Arms Of The Angels” | “Dancing In The Sky” 
 

CASKET BEARERS 
Jason Sperry | Ryan Sperry | Aiden Pillatzki | Jeremy Sperry 

Caleb Pillatzki | Chance Sale | Jamisen Sperry | Ethaniel Wellnitz 
 

HONORARY BEARERS 
Janette Sale | Harmonie Farley | Jase Sperry | Xander Sperry 

Waylon Sperry | Safirah Sperry | Gabriella Sperry | Preston Russell 
Cadence Pillatzki | Hailie Pillatzki | Elizabeth Sperry | Violet Sale 

 

APPRECIATION 
Stacy’s family is grateful for your attendance at this service.  

Your expressions of kindness and love are deeply appreciated.  
Following the service, please join the family for a time of  

fellowship and refreshments at the Milbank Community Center. 
 

Mundwiler Funeral Home - Milbank, South Dakota 

Come With Me 
God saw she was getting tired 

And a cure was not to be, 
So He put His arms around her 

and He whispered, “Come with me.” 
With tearful eyes we watched her suffer 

And slowly fade away. 
Although we love her dearly, 
We would not make her stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating, 
Hard working hands did rest. 

God gave us tears to ease the pain 
When he took from us the best! 



S tacy Kim (Hopper) Brotzel was born to Ralph Hopper and Yvonne “June” Baker 
on November 17, 1960, in Fresno, CA. Born one of eight children, Stacy and her    
siblings experienced much hardship in their early years. Through her strength and 
determination, Stacy later graduated with honors from Theodore Roosevelt High 
School in Fresno, CA. 
    Soon after graduating, Stacy met her future husband, Thomas “Tom” Richard  
Sperry. Together, they welcomed their three children: Jason, Jodie, and Jeremy into 
the world. While her children were still young, Stacy worked as a catering truck    
driver and later managed several McDonald’s locations. She loved watching her    
children, and later her grandchildren, play baseball and softball, and coached her 
daughter, Jodie’s, softball team. Stacy and Tom divorced in 1995, and afterward she 
moved to Milbank, SD, where she would spend the rest of her life. 
    Stacy began a 17-year career at Saputo Cheese in Big Stone City, SD, where she 
met Kenneth Mark Brotzel, who she would later marry in 2001, and who she would 
spend the rest of her life enjoying fishing and camping with. After leaving Saputo, she 
began waitressing at the Millstone Family Restaurant in Milbank, SD, for seven years 
before retiring. She is remembered very fondly by her former co-workers, friends, and 
customers. 
    Eventually, all three of Stacy’s children followed her move to South Dakota so she 
could be around her beloved grandchildren as they grew up. Stacy loved spending 
time with all of her grandchildren, who all referred to her as “Granny”. She enjoyed 
watching them play sports, taking them on camping and fishing trips, or simply going 
out for a picnic. She believed that her grandchildren were her greatest achievement. 
Stacy was a lover of boardgames, and could often be found winning against one of her 
family members at Catan. She loved the outdoors, and believed in the importance of 
conservation so that future generations could enjoy nature's splendor.  
    An avid thrifter, Stacy saw the beauty in items others no longer needed, as well as a 
good deal. She was an amazing cook, with every dish she made a reflection of her 
love, and though she was not an avid baker, she possessed a sweet tooth and loved 
trying cakes, cookies, and pies. Though the last few years of Stacy's life was spent 
battling various health issues, she always held her head high and never lost her sense 
of humor or lust for life. Stacy had a big heart, and an even bigger personality that 
will both be missed by all who knew her. 
    In 2025, Stacy helped welcome her first great-grandchild, Violet Jo, into the world 
and was fortunate to get to know her before her passing. Though Violet will not be 
able to grow up with her Granny Stacy, she will grow up surrounded by stories and 
fond memories of the woman who called her “the light of her world.” 
    Stacy is survived by her husband, Kenneth Brotzel; three children: Jason Sperry, 
Jodie Pillatzki, and Jeremy (Amber) Sperry; two step-children: Brittany (Seth) Russell 
and Brandon Brotzel; former husband, Thomas (Lynda) Sperry; grandchildren:      
Jamisen Sperry, Safirah Sperry, Xander Sperry, Jase Sperry, Waylon Sperry,         
Gabriella Sperry, Elisabeth Sperry, Ryan Sperry, Janette (Chance) Sale, Ethaniel 
Wellnitz, Harmonie Farley, Hailie Pillatzki, Cadence Pillatzki, Caleb Pillatzki, Aiden 
Pillatzki, and Preston Russell; great-grandchild: Violet Sale; sisters: Susan (Alan) 
Bierholm, Sherri Tullous, and Evelyn Bowen; brother, Shannon Hopper;              
brother-in-law, Keith Daniels; sister-by-love, Janice Sperry; all of her nieces and 
nephews who she loved more than they could know; and her beloved dog, Daisy. 
    She was preceded in death by her parents; brothers: Stanley Hopper, Shawn      
Hopper, and Steven Hopper, sister, Sheila Hopper; nephews: Sage Hopper and Johnny 
Smith; brother-in-law: Brad Tullous; mother-by-love and choice, Betty "Jo" Sperry; 
and father-in-law and best friend, George Sperry. 

Please use this QR Code to view  

Stacy’s online obituary, tribute video, and guestbook. 


