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vyohannes Gebrehiwot, 89, of Portland, Oregon, passed away peacefully on the evening of
February 28, 2026 surrounded by the love and comfort of his family. He will be
remembered as a humble and kind man whose steady presence and gentle spirt

grounded his family.

Born on March 1, 1936, in Arbate Asmara, Eritrea, Yohannes was the beloved son of
Gebrehiwot Keshi Berhane and Alemash Afwerki. He was raised alongside his siblings—
Kibra, Abrehet, Mesfin, Abraham, Adanesh, and Samuel—in a close-knit family that

shaped the values he carried throughout his life.

while in Eritrea, Yohannes completed his education through the 12th grade and went on
to work in different jobs including, an accounting manager for the government, real

astate agent, and secretary.

In 1959, Yohannes married the love of his life, Luul Yehdego. Together they built a
beautiful family and shared over 65 years of love and devotion. He was a proud and
loving father to Iyob, Ghenet, Roma, Solomon, Haile, Mehari, and Medhanie. His joy
multiplied with each new generation. He was a cherished grandfather to Betiel, Natnael,
Faven, Abel, Anabel, Naomi, Batseba, Esey, Abigail, Milkias, Mussie, Lidya, Beruk, Sabrina,

and Yorkabel, and a proud great-grandfather to Merina.

In 1990, he migrated to Los Angeles, CA and lived with Ghenet, his daughter, and her
family. They later migrated to Portland, OR in 1994. There, he worked at the airport as a
cargo handler and played a prominent role raising Abel and Faven. A decade later, in
2000, Luul joined him in Portland, OR where they began the next chapter of their lives.
Over the next 26 years, their home became the center of family gatherings, holidays and

anniversary celebrations.

A true family man, Yohannes found his greatest joy surrounded by his loved ones. He was
humble, kind, patient, and got along with everyone, Known for his handsome appearance,
fresh haircuts, and impeccable style, he carried himself with quiet confidence and grace.

Me enjoyed life’s simple pleasures. watching Wheel of Fortune and the Price is Right,
playing the lottery, watching movies, and spending quality time with his family. These
small but meaningful routines brought him comfort.

Yohannes Gebrehiwot's legacy lives on by his wife, Luul, and his children, lyob, Ghenet,
Roma, Solomon, Merhari and Medhanie; his siblings, Kibra, Abrehet and Samue!; his 16
grandchildren and great grandchildren and his betoved extended family and friends who
were blessed to have known him. He will be deeply missed and forever remembered.

Yoﬁannes Gebrehiwot
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